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AMENDMENT OF LEASE 
 
APPLICANT: 

Oakdale Irrigation District 
 

AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 
21 acres, more or less, of sovereign land in the Stanislaus River, adjacent to 
Assessor’s Parcel Number 010-006-004, near the city of Oakdale, Stanislaus 
County. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Creation and restoration of a floodplain, spawning riffles, and side-channel 
habitat for Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead as shown on Exhibit A. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

10 years, beginning June 28, 2010. 
 

CONSIDERATION: 
The public use and benefit; with the State reserving the right at any time to set a 
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interest. 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

Revise the lease provisions to allow for fueling and staging activities within the 
lease premises.  All other terms and conditions of the lease shall remain in effect 
without amendment. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. Lessee has the right to use the uplands adjoining the lease premises 
 
2. On June 28, 2010, the Commission authorized a General Lease - Public 

Agency Use to the Oakdale Irrigation District (District) for the Creation and 
restoration of a floodplain, spawning riffles, and a side-channel habitat for 
Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead.  The project site, known as 
the Honolulu Bar Recreation Area, encompasses approximately 21 acres 
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of sovereign land and includes the main channel of the river, a side 
channel, and a mid-channel island.    

 
3. The lease signed by the District contained a provision stating that “no 

refueling, repairs or maintenance of vehicles or equipment will take place 
on the lease premises.” (Section 2, Special Provisions, Paragraph 5).  The 
District has since learned that the designated location for fueling and 
overnight staging at the Honolulu Bar Recreation Area parking lot is 
impractical.  Construction equipment, including specialized equipment 
requiring disassembly and reassembly, would be required to traverse to 
and from the parking lot to refuel, resulting in a prolonged construction 
schedule, which could impact their instream work window (June 15 – 
September 30).  This could, in turn, affect their ability to complete the 
construction phase of the project this year, before their U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ Nationwide (27) Stream and Wetland Restoration Activities 
Permit expires.  Consequently, the District is requesting to change the 
fueling location from the parking lot to the mid-channel island in order to 
decrease the construction period and minimize the number of times 
equipment must pass through existing habitat. 

 
4. To safeguard the proposed refueling site, a temporary water-filled bladder 

dam will be installed at the upstream end of the side channel, to ensure 
river flows do not enter the work area.  A fuel truck will then cross the side 
channel to a designated fueling site located on the mid-channel island.  
The fueling site will be protected with berms and dikes to contain spills, 
and will take place at least 100 feet from the water’s edge.  Absorbent spill 
cleanup materials will be readily available at the fueling site. Fueling 
operations will not be left unattended and all equipment will be inspected 
daily for leaks and promptly repaired. Sediment catch basins will be 
implemented to prevent sediment from the construction site from being 
transported into the waterway. A Spill Prevention, Control, and 
Countermeasures Plan has also been developed and will be maintained 
and implemented onsite. 

 
5. Other State and federal agencies have already concurred with the 

relocation of the fueling site, conditioned on the above precautions being 
in place. Those other agencies include the California Department of Fish 
and Game, the Central Valley Water Board, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service through consultation with National Marine Fisheries Service.  

 
6. A Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 2010032004, 

was prepared for this project by the District and adopted on April 7, 2010.  
The District prepared an addendum pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines 
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section 15164 and approved it on May 8, 2012.  The California State 
Lands Commission staff has reviewed such documents and Mitigation 
Monitoring Program prepared in conformance with the provisions of CEQA 
(Pub. Resources Code, § 21081.6) and adopted by the lead agency. 

 
7. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 
C. Mitigation Monitoring Plan 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 
2010032004, was prepared for this Project by the Oakdale Irrigation 
District (District) and adopted on April 7, 2010, an addendum was 
prepared by the District and approved on May 8, 2012, and that the 
Commission has reviewed and considered the information contained 
therein. 

 
Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit C, 
attached hereto. 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

Authorize the Amendment of Lease No. PRC 6414.9, a General Lease – 
Public Agency Use, effective May 24, 2012, to revise the lease provisions 
to allow for fueling and staging activities within the lease premises; all 
other terms and conditions of the lease will remain in effect without 
amendment. 
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