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TERMINATION OF DREDGING LEASE PRC 4941.9  

AND ISSUANCE OF A NEW GENERAL LEASE – DREDGING  
 

APPLICANT: 
Valero Refining Company – California 
3400 East Second Street 
Benicia, CA  94510 

 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign lands legislatively granted to the city of Benicia, with minerals 
reserved to the State, and ungranted sovereign land located in the Carquinez 
Strait at the Benicia Refinery, Solano County. 
 

AUTHORIZED USE:  
Maintenance dredge a maximum of 80,000 cubic yards per year of material over 
the term of the lease at the Valero Benicia Refinery dock to maintain a navigable 
depth.  Dredged material will be disposed of at the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ designated disposal sites SF-9 (Carquinez Strait), SF-11 (Alcatraz), 
SF-10 (San Pablo Bay), SF-DODS (Deep Ocean Disposal Site), Montezuma 
Wetlands, Winter Island, and/or other U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ approved 
disposal sites.   
 

LEASE TERM: 
 10 years, beginning February 22, 2013 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

No monetary consideration is due for the lease because there is no commercial 
benefit from the project and the dredged material may not be sold. 
 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:  
1. The purpose of the project is to maintain safe and efficient vessel 

movement and mooring at the Valero Benicia Refinery Dock.  The 
dredging will involve sovereign lands legislatively granted to the city of 
Benicia, pursuant to Chapter 18, Statutes of 1964 and Chapter 2018, 
Statutes of 1965, and as amended, with minerals reserved to the State 
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and ungranted sovereign land located in the Carquinez Strait at the 
Benicia Refinery, Solano County. 
 

2. On July 24, 2008, the Commission authorized a five-year Dredging Lease 
with the Valero Refining Company - California for maintenance dredging of 
a maximum of 80,000 cubic yards of material at the entrance to the 
Benicia Marina; that lease will expire on July 23, 2013.  Valero Benicia 
Refinery needs to perform more maintenance dredging and is now 
requesting the termination of existing lease PRC 4941.9 and issuance of a 
new 10-year Dredging Lease.   

 
3. Termination of Dredging Lease PRC 4941.9:   

The staff recommends that the Commission find that the subject lease 
termination does not have a potential for resulting in either a direct or a 
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and 
is, therefore, not a project in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, sections 15060, subdivision (c)(3), and 15378. 

 
4. Issuance of a New General Lease – Dredging: 
 The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
as a categorically exempt project.  The project is exempt under Class 4, 
Minor Alterations to Land; California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 
15304, subdivision (g). 
 

 Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
 Regulations, Title 14, section 15300. 
 
5. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 
 environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
 seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
 the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
 through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
 as proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 
 

APPROVALS OBTAINED: 
 None  
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FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED:  
 San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission 
 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B.  Site and Location Map 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Termination of Dredging Lease PRC 4941.9:  Find that the subject 
lease termination is not subject to the requirements of CEQA pursuant to 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15060, subdivision (c)(3), 
because the subject activity is not a project as defined by Public 
Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of Regulations, Title 
14, section 15378. 

 
 Issuance of a New General Lease – Dredging: Find that the activity is  

  exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant to California Code of  
  Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a categorically exempt project,  
  Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land; California Code of Regulations, Title  
  14, section 15304, subdivision (g). 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 
 Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
 the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
 6370 et seq. 
 
AUTHORIZATION: 

1. Authorize termination, effective February 21, 2013, of Lease No. 
PRC 4941.9, a dredging lease, issued to Valero Refining  

 Company - California. 
 
2. Authorize the issuance of a General Lease – Dredging to Valero 

Refining Company – California beginning February 22, 2013 for the 
term of 10 years to dredge a maximum of 80,000 cubic yards per 
year during the lease term at the Valero Benicia Refinery dock to 
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maintain a navigable depth.  Dredged material will be disposed of 
at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ designated disposal sites SF-
9 (Carquinez Strait), SF-11 (Alcatraz), SF-10 (San Pablo Bay), SF-
DODS (Deep Ocean Disposal Site), Montezuma Wetlands, Winter 
Island, and/or other U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ approved 
disposal sites.  Such permitted activity is contingent upon the 
Applicant’s compliance with applicable permits, recommendations, 
or limitations issued by federal, State, and local governments.  No 
monetary consideration is due for the lease because there is no 
commercial benefit from the project and the dredged material may 
not be sold. 
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