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CALENDAR ITEM 
C88 

A 72 04/26/13 
 W 26638, PRC 8738.9, PRC 5769.9 
S 34 D. Simpkin 
 

CONSIDER TERMINATION OF A GENERAL PERMIT – PUBLIC AGENCY USE, 
RESCISSION OF APPROVAL FOR A GENERAL LEASE – PUBLIC AGENCY USE, 

ISSUANCE OF A NEW GENERAL LEASE – PUBLIC AGENCY USE, AND 
AUTHORIZATION OF AN ABANDONMENT AGREEMENT 

 
LESSEE: 

City of Huntington Beach 
P.O. Box 190 
Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
 

AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 
Sovereign land in and located adjacent to Warner Avenue, city of Huntington 
Beach, Orange County. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 
 PRC 5769.9:  Warner Avenue Bridge and right-of-way. 
 

PRC 8738.9:  Construction, use, and maintenance of a 24-inch-diameter gravity 
sewer pipeline (never constructed) 

 
W 26638:  The continued use and maintenance of the Warner Avenue Bridge 
and an existing 14-inch-diameter water pipeline; construction, use, and 
maintenance of two 6-inch-diameter sewer laterals; and the replacement of an 
existing 8-inch diameter sewer force main with a new 12-inch diameter sewer 
force main.   

 
LEASE TERM: 

20 years, beginning April 26, 2013. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

The public use and benefit, with the State reserving the right at any time to set a 
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interest. 
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OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1. The channel beneath the Warner Avenue Bridge and the south one-half of 

the Warner Avenue right-of-way between the Pacific Coast Highway and 
just east of the Warner Avenue Bridge is sovereign land under the 
jurisdiction of the California State Lands Commission. 
 

2. On December 20, 1979, the Commission authorized a General Permit – 
Public Agency Use, Lease No. PRC 5769.9, to the City of Huntington 
Beach (City), for a 49-year term, beginning December 1, 1979.  The 
Permit was for the construction of the Warner Avenue Bridge and the 
associated right-of-way.  Commission staff is requesting that Lease No. 
PRC 5769.9 be terminated and the authorized uses be consolidated with 
the other proposed improvements discussed below in a new lease. 
 

3. On December 14, 2006, the Commission authorized a General Lease – 
Public Agency Use, Lease No. PRC 8738.9, to the City for a 20-year term, 
beginning December 14, 2006.  This lease authorized the construction, 
use, and maintenance of a 24-inch-diameter gravity sewer pipeline along 
the south side of Warner Avenue.  This pipeline was part of the City’s 
2006 Warner Avenue Gravity Sewer Project.  Due to issues related to 
construction, it was never constructed.  Commission staff requests that the 
Commission’s prior authorization be rescinded.  

 
4. As part of the City’s proposed Warner Avenue Gravity Sewer 

Improvement Project and Warner Avenue Sewer Lift Station Project, the 
City is now proposing the construction of a new 12-inch-diameter sewer 
force main located on the south side of the Warner Avenue Bridge.  The 
existing 8-inch-diameter sewer force main will be removed from the north 
side of the Warner Avenue Bridge.  In addition, the City is proposing the 
construction of two 6-inch-diameter sewer laterals that will serve California 
State Parks facilities located west of Pacific Coast Highway and the Bolsa 
Chica Conservancy located south and adjacent to Warner Avenue.  
Commission staff has reviewed the proposed engineering plans.   

 
5. The City is also seeking the Commission’s approval for an existing, but 

previously unauthorized, 14-inch diameter water pipeline located on the 
Warner Avenue Bridge. 

 
6. In addition to the proposed construction, the City is requesting 

authorization to remove and abandon several antiquated sewer 
improvements that have existed in the Warner Avenue right-of-way for 
many years, but were never authorized by the Commission and of which 
Commission staff were unaware.  These improvements include existing 
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sewer pipelines, sewer manholes, and a sewer lift station.  Existing sewer 
lines will be filled with a cement slurry mix.  The existing lift station and 
manholes will be excavated to a depth of 5 feet below existing grade then 
filled with cement slurry mix.  The abandonment of these improvements 
will be included in a separate Abandonment Agreement ensuring the 
City’s ongoing obligation for the abandoned facilities.  

 
7. To accommodate the termination of Lease No. PRC 5769.9, the 

construction of the proposed 12-inch-diameter sewer force main, and two 
6-inch-diameter sewer laterals, Commission staff recommends that a new 
General Lease – Public Agency Use be authorized. 

 
8. Termination and Rescission of Approval 

 
The staff recommends that the Commission find that the subject 
Termination of a General Permit – Public Agency Use and Rescission of 
Approval for a General Lease – Public Agency Use do not have a potential 
for resulting in either a direct or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical 
change in the environment, and are, therefore, not a project in accordance 
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, sections 15060, subdivision (c)(3), and 15378. 
 
Continued Use and Maintenance of Existing Facilities 
 
The staff recommends that the Commission find that the continued use 
and maintenance of the Warner Avenue Bridge and 14-inch-diameter 
water pipeline is exempt from the requirements of CEQA as a 
categorically exempt project.  The project is exempt under Class 1, 
Existing Facilities; California Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, 
subdivision (a)(2). 
 
Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
Title 2, section 2905. 
 
Abandonment of Facilities and Construction of New Facilities 
 
A Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 2012071063, 
was prepared by the City of Huntington Beach and adopted on September 
5, 2012, for this project.  The California State Lands Commission staff has 
reviewed such document. 
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A Mitigation Monitoring Program was prepared for this project. 
 

8. This activity involves lands which have NOT been identified as possessing 
significant environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq.; however, the Commission has declared that all lands 
are “significant” by nature of their public ownership (as opposed to 
“environmentally significant”).  Since such declaration of significance is not 
based upon the requirements and criteria of Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq., use classifications for such lands have not been 
designated.  Therefore, the finding of the project’s consistency with the 
use classification as required by California Code of Regulations, Title 2, 
section 2954 is not applicable. 

 
FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED: 
 California Coastal Commission 
 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Location and Site Map 
C. Mitigation Monitoring Program 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 
  
 Termination and Rescission of Approval 
 

Find that the subject Agreement for Abandonment, Termination of a 
General Permit – Public Agency Use and Rescission of Approval for a 
General Lease – Public Agency Use are not subject to the requirements of 
CEQA pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15060, 
subdivision (c)(3), because the subject activity is not a project as defined 
by Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15378. 
 
Continued Use and Maintenance of Existing Facilities 
 
Find that the continued use and maintenance of the Warner Avenue 
Bridge and 14-inch-diameter water pipeline is exempt from the 
requirements of CEQA pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 
14, section 15061 as a categorically exempt project, Class 1, Existing 
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Facilities; California Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, 
subdivision (a)(2). 

 
  Abandonment of Facilities and Construction of New Facilities 

 
Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 
2012071063 was prepared by the City of Huntington Beach and adopted 
on September 5, 2012, a Mitigation Monitoring Program has been 
prepared for this Project, and that the Commission has reviewed and 
considered the information contained therein. 
 
Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit C, 
attached hereto. 
 

AUTHORIZATION: 
1. Authorize termination of Lease No. PRC 5769.9, a General Permit 

– Public Agency Use, issued to the City of Huntington Beach, 
effective April 26, 2013, 

 
2. Rescind the December 14, 2006 Commission authorization of 

Lease No. PRC 8738.9, a General Lease – Public Agency Use, to 
the City of Huntington Beach. 

 
3. Authorize the removal of an existing 8-inch-diameter sewer force 

main located on the Warner Avenue Bridge. 
 

4. Authorize the execution of an Abandonment Agreement with the 
City of Huntington Beach for abandonment of sewer pipelines, 
sewer manholes, and a sewer lift station. 
 

5. Authorize issuance of a new General Lease – Public Agency Use to 
the City of Huntington Beach, effective April 26, 2013 for a 20-year 
term, for the construction of a 12-inch-diameter sewer force main 
and two 6-inch-diameter sewer laterals, and the continued use and 
maintenance of the Warner Avenue Bridge; and a 14-inch-diameter 
water pipeline as described in Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B (for 
reference purposes only) attached and by this reference made a 
part hereof.  No monetary consideration will be charged as the 
actions result in the public use and benefit, with the State reserving 
the right at any time to set a monetary rent if the Commission finds 
such action to be in the State’s best interest. 
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