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CALENDAR ITEM 
C51 

A 21 06/21/13 
 W 26647 
S 12 R. Boggiano 
 

GENERAL LEASE – PUBLIC AGENCY USE 
 
APPLICANT: 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land in the Merced River, adjacent to Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 043-
020-023 and 043-050-015, near the town of Snelling, Merced County 
 

AUTHORIZED USE: 
Restoration and rehabilitation of the bed of the Merced River and floodplain to 
improve aquatic habitat and provide flood management; temporary installation of 
warning buoys; and continued use and maintenance of an existing diversion 
facility not previously authorized by the Commission. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

20 years, beginning June 21, 2013. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

The public use and benefit, with the State reserving the right at any time to set a 
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interest. 

 
SPECIFIC LEASE PROVISIONS: 

At all times while construction activities are taking place in the Merced River, 
Lessee shall install warning signs and buoys, both upstream and downstream of 
the construction site, to provide notice to the public that construction activities are 
taking place and to exercise caution.   

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. Applicant has the right to use the upland adjoining the lease premises.  
 

2. The project site is located at Henderson Park, which has frontage on 
approximately 2,900-feet of the lower Merced River approximately three 
miles downstream of Crocker-Huffman Dam, and about .75 mile upstream 
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of the town Snelling. The overall vision of the Henderson Park Project is to 
restore habitat for salmonid and native fish species, provide open space 
and flood management, provide recreational opportunities, improve fish 
passage and reduce channel maintenance.  The project is a collaborative 
effort by Merced County, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), the Anadromous Fish Restoration Program (AFRP), Cramer 
Fish Sciences, and local stakeholders and incorporates multiple strategies 
to meet the primary goals of Merced County strategic planning and the 
USFWS AFRP. 

 
3. Project activities to occur within the lease area consist of re-grading and 

rehabilitating 15 acres of dredger tailings on the historic floodplain and 
4,100 linear feet of salmonid habitat in the Merced River, and the 
construction of a non-motorized water craft launch site.  Gravel for the 
enhancement project will be screened from Merced County land 
containing dredger mining tailings adjacent to the Merced River. A 
temporary transportable gravel processing plant will be established in the 
project site where dredger tailing material will be processed and sorted, 
and will be removed following the restoration work.  Smooth, uncrushed 
river rock will be transported and staged onsite.  Gravel will be deposited 
in-stream and manipulated by rubber-tired front end loaders.  This 
equipment will travel from the staging area to the enhancement site using 
private roads and easement areas associated with the restoration site. To 
mitigate for negative effects on andramous salmonids, in-steam gravel 
placement activities will take place during the period from July 15 to 
October 15, outside of the salmon migration season.  Construction will 
require approximately four to six weeks annually, with in-stream 
construction work requiring 10 to 20 days annually.  After floodplain 
grading and gravel augmentation activities, the disturbed areas will be 
revegetated with native grasses.  

 
4. The project site contains an existing diversion facility located at a 

geographic constriction in the channel that limits the flow of water.  The 
diversion facility is used to rejoin the two channels as well as irrigate three 
ranches from March through October each year.  Improvements to the 
diversion facility will be performed as part of the project to restore the 
facility to working condition and to prevent fish from entering the diversion 
ditch.   

 
5. A Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 2012081066, 

was prepared by Merced County and adopted on October 4, 2012, for this 
project.  The California State Lands Commission staff has reviewed such 
document. 
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6. A Mitigation Monitoring Program was adopted by Merced County. 
 
7. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review process, 
it is the staff’s opinion that the project, as proposed, is consistent with its 
use classification. 

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Central Valley Flood Protection Board, California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 
C. Mitigation Monitoring Program 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 
2012081066, and a Mitigation Monitoring Program were prepared by 
Merced County and adopted on October 4, 2012 for this Project and that 
the Commission has reviewed and considered the information contained 
therein. 

 
Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit C, 
attached hereto. 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

Authorize Issuance of a General Lease – Public Agency Use to the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service beginning June 21, 2013, for a term of 20 
years, for the restoration and rehabilitation of the bed of the Merced River 
and floodplain to improve aquatic habitat and provide flood management; 
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temporary installation of warning buoys; and continued use and 
maintenance of an existing diversion facility not previously authorized by 
the Commission as described on Exhibit A attached and by this reference 
made a part hereof; consideration to be the public use and benefit, with 
the State reserving the right at any time to set a monetary rent if the 
Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best interest. 
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