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CALENDAR ITEM 
C36 

A 7     09/20/13 
       PRC 3745.9 
S 2 D. Oetzel 

 
TERMINATION OF A PUBLIC AGENCY PERMIT AND 

ISSUANCE OF A GENERAL LEASE – PUBLIC AGENCY USE 
 
APPLICANT: 

City of Napa 
1600 First Street 
P.O. Box 660 
Napa, CA  94559 

 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Ungranted sovereign land located in the Napa River adjacent to Kennedy Park in 
the city of Napa, Napa County.  
 

AUTHORIZED USE: 
Continued use and maintenance of the John F. Kennedy boat ramp previously 
authorized by the Commission; and the maintenance dredge of a maximum of 
40,000 cubic yards of material in the Napa River at the John F. Kennedy boat 
ramp to maintain a navigable depth.  Dredged material will be disposed of at the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ designated disposal site SF-9 (Carquinez Strait), 
Cullinan Ranch Restoration Project, the Napa County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District’s Imola Avenue site, and/or other U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ approved disposal sites. 
 

LEASE TERM: 
 25 years, beginning August 23, 2013. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

No monetary consideration is due for the lease because it is for the public use 
and benefit and because there is no commercial benefit from the project and the 
dredged material may not be sold. 
 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:  
1. On April 27, 1967, the Commission authorized Lease No. PRC 3745.9 a 

Public Agency Permit, for the construction of a boat-launching ramp (now 
the John F. Kennedy boat ramp), access thereto, and the maintenance of 
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a channel area located waterward of the ramp.  The lease is due to expire 
on April 26, 2016. 

 
2. On September 14, 1988, the Commission authorized under Lease No. 

PRC 5870.9 a Maintenance Dredging Permit, for  the dredging of 630,000 
cubic yards of material of ungranted sovereign land in the federal 
navigation channel of the Napa River waterward of the John F. Kennedy 
boat ramp and at other adjacent areas.  The lease expired on September 
13, 1991.  

 
3. The Lessee has now applied for a new General Lease – Public Agency 

Use for the continued use and maintenance of the boat launch ramp and 
the dredging of ungranted sovereign land surrounding the boat launch. 

 
4. The purpose of the dredging is to allow navigable ingress and egress from 

the boat ramp for public benefit.  The boat ramp is currently not usable 
due to severe siltation.   

 
5.  Lease Termination:  

The staff recommends that the Commission find that the subject lease 
termination does not have a potential for resulting in either a direct or a 
reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and 
is, therefore, not a project in accordance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA).  

 
 Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of 
 Regulations, Title 14, sections 15060, subdivision (c)(3), and 15378. 
 

6.  Dredging: 
 The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of CEQA as a categorically exempt project.  The 
project is exempt under Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land; California 
Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15304. 

 
 Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 

Regulations, Title 14, section 15300. 
 

7.  Existing Boat Ramp: 
The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 
from the requirements of CEQA as a categorically exempt project.  The 
project is exempt under Class 1, Existing Facilities; California Code of 
Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, subdivision (a)(2). 
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Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
Title 2, section 2905. 

 
8. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 

 
APPROVALS OBTAINED: 
 San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 
FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED:  
 None. 
  
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Site Map 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
 Lease Termination:  

Find that the subject lease termination is not subject to the requirements 
of CEQA pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 
15060, subdivision (c)(3), because the subject activity is not a project as 
defined by Public Resources Code section 21065 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15378. 

 
 Dredging: 

Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
categorically exempt project, Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land; California 
Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15304.   

 
  Existing Boat Ramp:   

Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
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categorically exempt project, Class 1, Existing Facilities; California Code 
of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, subdivision (a)(2). 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 
 

AUTHORIZATION: 
Authorize the termination of Lease No. PRC 3745.9, a Public Agency 
Permit, issued to the City of Napa, effective August 23, 2013. 

 
Authorize the issuance of a General Lease – Public Agency Use to the 
City of Napa for the  continued use and maintenance of the John F. 
Kennedy boat ramp and maintenance dredge a maximum of 40,000 cubic 
yards of material in the Napa River; beginning August 23, 2013 for a term 
of 25 years; dredged material will be disposed of at the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ designated disposal site SF-9 (Carquinez Strait), Cullinan 
Ranch Restoration Project, the Napa County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District’s Imola Avenue site, and/or other U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers’ approved sites.  No monetary consideration is due for the 
lease because it is for the public use and benefit, there is no commercial 
benefit from the project, and the dredged material may not be sold. 
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