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TERMINATION AND ISSUANCE OF A GENERAL LEASE – PUBLIC AGENCY USE 

 
APPLICANT: 
 Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land on the dry lake bed of Owens Lake, Inyo County 
 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

The continued use and maintenance of 124 Sensit sites, five meteorological 
towers, and one air monitoring station. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

20 years, beginning August 23, 2013. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

The public health and safety, with the State reserving the right at any time to set 
a monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interest.  

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. On June 28, 2007, the Commission authorized issuance of Lease No. 
PRC 8277.9, a 10-year General Lease – Public Agency Use to the Great 
Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District (District) for the continued use 
and maintenance of an air monitoring station that consists of a 33-foot 
high aluminum meteorological tower, upper air Radar Wind Profiler RASS, 
four concrete footings, and a shelter containing a video recording receiver; 
and an overhead power line; and an existing dirt road that crosses State-
owned land.  The lease will expire on April 23, 2017.  

 
2. On April 4, 2013, Commission staff issued the District a Letter of Non-

Objection for the Placement and Operation of air monitoring equipment on 
the dry lake bed of Owens Lake in the area known as North Beach. The 
air monitoring equipment, known as a State and Local Air Monitoring 
Station (SLAMS), consists of an approximately 8-foot by 6-foot enclosure 
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constructed out of prefabricated metal.  The enclosure is placed on a 
timber support foundation and will be powered by a nearby power line.  A 
condition of the Letter of Non-Objection required the District to submit a 
Lease Application for the continued use and operation of the air 
monitoring equipment.  Commission staff is recommending the termination 
of the existing lease and the issuance of a new General Lease – Public 
Agency Use.   

 
3. The proposed new lease will include the existing meteorological tower 

previously authorized by the Commission, the proposed new North Beach 
air monitoring station, four existing meteorological towers and 124 existing 
Sensit sites not previously authorized by the Commission.  Each Sensit 
site consists of two steel pipes placed into the ground, a ground rod, sand 
catcher, a Sensit (particle counter), communications antenna, and a small 
enclosure containing a data logger, radio communications, a regulator and 
a battery.  According to the District, these facilities aid in enforcing federal, 
State and local air quality regulations and ensuring that the federal and State 
air quality standards are met. 

 
4. The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
as a categorically exempt project.  The project is exempt under Class 1, 
Existing Facilities, and Class 3, New Construction or Conversion of Small 
Structures; California Code of Regulations, Title 14, sections 15301 and 
15303, respectively. The project is exempt under Class 6, Information 
Collection; California Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, 
subdivision (e)(5). 

 
 Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 

Regulations, Title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
Title 2, section 2905. 

 
5. This activity involves lands which have NOT been identified as possessing 

significant environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq.; however, the Commission has declared that all lands 
are “significant” by nature of their public ownership (as opposed to 
“environmentally significant”).  Since such declaration of significance is not 
based upon the requirements and criteria of Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq., use classifications for such lands have not been 
designated.  Therefore, the finding of the project’s consistency with the 
use classification as required by California Code of Regulations, Title 2, 
section 2954 is not applicable. 
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EXHIBITS: 
A. Land Description  
B. Site and Location Map  

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 

Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
categorically exempt project, Class 1, Existing Facilities; California Code 
of Regulations, Title 14, section 15301, Class 3, New Construction or 
Conversion of Small Structures; California Code of Regulations, Title 14, 
section 15303, and Class 6, Information Collection; California Code of 
Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, subdivision (e)(5). 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

1.  Authorize termination, effective August 22, 2013, of Lease No. 
PRC 8277.9, a General Lease – Public Agency Use, issued to

 the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District. 
 

2. Authorize issuance of a General Lease – Public Agency Use to the 
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District, for a term of 20 
years, beginning August 23, 2013, for the continued use and 
maintenance of one air monitoring station, five meteorological 
towers and 124 Sensit sites, as described in Exhibit A and shown 
on Exhibit B (for reference purposes only) attached and by this 
reference made a part hereof; consideration to be the public health 
and safety, with the State reserving the right at any time to set a 
monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the 
State's best interest. 
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