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CALENDAR ITEM 

C59 
A 34 08/15/14 
 PRC 3511.1 
S 18 D. Simpkin 
 

AMENDMENT OF LEASE 
 
LESSEE: 

U.S. Borax, Inc. 
 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 
 Sovereign land in the dry lake bed of Owens Lake, Inyo County. 
 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Continued use and maintenance of an existing road and drainage ditches. 
 
LEASE TERM: 

13 years, beginning July 12, 2005, with a renewal option of one successive 10-
year period. 

 
CONSIDERATION: 

Annual rent in the amount of $1,753, with the State reserving the right to fix a 
different rent periodically during the lease term, as provided in the lease. 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

The Land Use or Purpose of Section 1 of the Lease would be amended to 
authorize the realignment of an approximately 300-foot-long section of Lake 
Minerals Road adjacent to cell T1A-4.   
 
Section 3, Land Description, of the Lease would be amended to include the 
attached Exhibit A. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. On February 9, 2006, the Commission authorized the issuance of Lease No. 
PRC 3511.1, a General Lease – Right-of-Way Use, to U.S. Borax, Inc. 
(Borax) for a period of 13 years (with a renewal option of one successive 
period of 10 years), for the continued use and maintenance of an existing 
road and drainage ditches.  The improvements are associated with Borax’s 
mineral processing operations on Owens Lake. 
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2. On September 20, 2013, the Commission authorized an amendment to Lease 
No. PRC 8079.9, a General Lease – Public Agency Use, to the City of Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power (City) to construct the Owens Lake 
Dust Control Project Phase 7a (Phase 7a).  In order to accommodate truck 
traffic during the construction of Phase 7a, a portion of Lake Minerals Road 
will be realigned.  The new section will be approximately 300-feet long and 
16-feet-wide with a 3-foot-high berm.  The road will remain in place once 
Phase 7a is complete.  U.S. Borax submitted an application to amend Lease 
No. PRC 3511.1 to allow for the realignment of Lake Minerals Road. 

 
3. The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as 
a categorically exempt project.  The project is exempt under Class 4, Minor 
Alterations to Land; California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15304. 

 
Authority: Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300. 

 
4. This activity involves lands which have NOT been identified as possessing 

significant environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq.; however, the Commission has declared that all lands are 
“significant” by nature of their public ownership (as opposed to 
“environmentally significant”).  Since such declaration of significance is not 
based upon the requirements and criteria of Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq., use classifications for such lands have not been designated.  
Therefore, the finding of the project’s consistency with the use classification 
as required by California Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 2954 is not 
applicable. 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 

Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
categorically exempt project, Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land; California 
Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15304.   
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AUTHORIZATION: 
Authorize the amendment of Lease No. PRC 3511.1, a General Lease – 
Right-of-Way Use, effective August 15, 2014, to amend the Land Use or 
Purpose and the Land Description as described herein to authorize the 
realignment of an approximately 300-foot-long section of Lake Minerals 
Road adjacent to cell T1A-4 on lands described in Exhibit A and shown on 
Exhibit B (for reference purposes only) attached and by this reference 
made a part hereof; all other terms and conditions of the lease will remain 
in effect without amendment. 
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