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A 26 06/29/15 
 PRC 8943.9 
S 8 D. Simpkin 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION PERMIT 
FOR PHASE II TESTING AND EVALUATION 

 
LESSEE: 

City of Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power 
111 North Hope Street, Room 1468 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land in the dry lake bed of Owens Lake, Inyo County. 
 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Conduct Phase II cultural resources investigations in support of Owens Lake 
Dust Mitigation Program Phase 9. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

1 year, beginning June 29, 2015. 
 
CONSIDERATION: 

The public health and safety; with the State reserving the right at any time to set 
a monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interests. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. On September 20, 2013, the Commission authorized a 1-year 
Archaeological Investigation Permit for Phase II Testing and Evaluation for 
Phase 9 to the City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (City).  
The permit expired on August 22, 2014.  The City is requesting a new 
permit to allow for additional Phase II Testing and Evaluation at four 
previously identified sites. 

 
2. The City is required to implement dust control mitigation measures 

(DCMs) by the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District (District) 
as provided in the 2008 Owens Valley PM10 Planning Area 
Demonstration of Attainment State Implementation Plan (SIP).  The 
proposed archaeological investigations are being performed in response 
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to proposed DCMs under the Owens Lake Dust Mitigation Program 
(OLDMP) Phase 9.  The Phase 9/10 Project and associated Final 
Environmental Impact Report were approved by the City on June 2, 2015.  
Commission staff anticipates that an amendment to Lease No. PRC 
8079.9 to allow implementation of the Phase 9/10 Project will be brought 
to the Commission for consideration later this year. 

 
3. Activities under the proposed permit would be performed by professional 

archaeologists to better determine through additional Phase II testing and 
evaluation whether the sites may be eligible to the California Register of 
Historical Resources (CRHR) or the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) and to determine site boundaries and associated buffer zones 
more definitively.  It is understood that the City plans to contract with 
qualified subject matter specialists to accomplish the activities authorized 
under the proposed permit. 

 
4. Although the site locations are included in the Phase 9 Project area, an 

agreement between the City and the District would allow the site(s) and 
buffer zones, once confirmed as CRHR or NRHP eligible, to be removed 
from the Project and allow a Cultural Resources Task Force to make 
recommendations on appropriate treatment.  The Cultural Resources Task 
Force consists of Native American tribal representatives with cultural 
affiliation to the Owens Lake area (tribal representatives); City, District, 
and Commission staff, and other interested stakeholders. 

 
5. The proposed Permit requires the City to consult with tribal 

representatives and have tribal monitors present during testing on the 
Permit premises if requested by tribal representatives.  The City would be 
required to immediately stop activities under the Permit if requested by a 
tribal monitor for a maximum of five business days.  During this time, the 
City will give the tribal monitor, and other tribal representatives, an 
opportunity to present their concerns to the City and the Commission’s 
Executive Officer or designee. 

 
6. Special analytical studies may be conducted on artifacts and samples 

collected under the Permit, including but not limited to, radiocarbon dating, 
obsidian sourcing and hydration, basalt sourcing, charcoal analysis, 
ceramic analysis, and botanical analysis.  These studies would be limited 
to those necessary under current archaeological best practices. 

 
7. Artifacts collected from the Permit Premises shall remain State property 

until further action by the Commission’s Executive Officer.  All Native 
American artifacts must be treated and stored in a culturally sensitive 
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manner.  The City will make recommendations to Commission staff for the 
disposition of all artifacts and request the transfer of title or control of 
artifacts collected from sites that are CRHR or NRHP eligible, or that 
qualify as a “unique archaeological resource” under Public Resources 
Code section 21083.2, to a recognized museum curation facility.  If 
authorized by the Commission’s Executive Officer, the specified artifacts 
must be transferred to the curation facility within a reasonable time.  Such 
artifacts will be curated at no cost to the State. 
 
Native American artifacts collected on the Permit Premises as isolates or 
from sites that are not CRHR or NRHP eligible must be made available to 
Commission staff within a reasonable time to be offered to culturally 
affiliated Native American tribes.  The distinction between artifacts from 
CRHR or NRHP eligible sites and those that are not does not in any way 
reflect on their cultural value or importance. 

 
8. Public Resources Code section 6313, subdivision (a), provides:  “The title 

to all abandoned shipwrecks and all archaeological sites and historic 
resources on or in the tide and submerged lands of California is vested in 
the state.  All abandoned shipwrecks and all submerged archaeological 
sites and submerged historic resources of the state shall be in the custody 
and subject to the control of the commission for the benefit of the people 
of the state of California.  The commission may transfer title, custody, or 
control to other state agencies or recognized scientific or educational 
organizations, institutions or individuals by appropriate legal conveyance.” 

 
9. The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
as a categorically exempt project.  The project is exempt under Class 6, 
Information Collection; California Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 
2905, subdivision (e)(3). 

 
Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
Title 2, section 2905. 

 
10. This activity involves lands which have NOT been identified as possessing 

significant environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq.; however, the Commission has declared that all lands 
are “significant” by nature of their public ownership (as opposed to 
“environmentally significant”).  Since such declaration of significance is not 
based upon the requirements and criteria of Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq., use classifications for such lands have not been 
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designated.  Therefore, the finding of the project’s consistency with the 
use classification as required by California Code of Regulations, Title 2, 
section 2954 is not applicable. 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 

Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
categorically exempt project, Class 6, Information Collection; California 
Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, subdivision (e)(3). 
 

AUTHORIZATION: 
1. Authorize issuance of an archaeological investigation permit to the City 

of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power beginning June 29, 
2015, for a term of one year, for Phase II cultural resources 
investigations in support of Owens Lake Dust Mitigation Program 
Phase 9 as described in Exhibit A and as shown on Exhibit B (for 
reference purposes only) attached and by this reference made a part 
hereof; consideration being the public health and safety; with the State 
reserving the right at any time to set a monetary rent if the Commission 
finds such action to be in the State’s best interests; and liability 
insurance in the amount of no less than $1,000,000 per occurrence; 
Applicant may satisfy all or part of the insurance requirements through 
maintenance of a staff approved self-insurance program. 

 
2. Authorize the Executive Officer to approve the transfer of title or control 

of artifacts collected under this permit from sites eligible to the 
California Register of Historical Resources or the National Register of 
Historic Places, or that qualify as a “unique archaeological resource” 
under Public Resources Code section 21083.2, to a recognized 
museum curation facility; and, to approve the transfer of all other 
Native American artifacts to the culturally affiliated Native American 
tribe as identified by the Native American Heritage Commission.  














