
 

-1- 

CALENDAR ITEM 

C76 
A 78 06/28/16 
 PRC 7987.1 
S 39 D. Simpkin 
 

AMENDMENT OF LEASE 
 
LESSEE: 

San Diego Unified Port District 
 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land adjacent to Shelter Island, San Diego Bay, San Diego County. 
 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Lease:   Breakwater; Maintenance Access Road; Mooring Basin; Marine   
Terminal, Commercial or Industrial Use; Quarantine Anchorage/No   
Anchorage Buoys; Small Craft Mooring and Anchorage areas; and 
Anchorage/Boundary Markers and Buoys. 

 
Subleases:   Operation and maintenance of four mooring buoy anchorage areas 

subleased to the San Diego Mooring Company, LLC. 
 

Use of an access road subleased to the City of Coronado. 
 

LEASE TERM: 
28 years, beginning July 1, 1997 

 
CONSIDERATION: 

A minimum rent of $14,965 per year; or the following, whichever is greater: (1) 
10% of Lessee’s gross income from the Port operated moorings; and (2) 25% of 
Lessee’s gross income from the revenues generated by the four mooring buoy 
anchorage area subleases; $100 per year for the operation of a maintenance 
access road. 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

On August 26, 1997, the Commission authorized a General Lease – Public 
Agency Use to the District, to consolidate eight existing leases issued to the 
District.  The SIBLF jetties are included in this lease. The SIBLF was constructed 
in 1956 and upgraded in 1976.  The facilities are in need of repair due to their 
age and level of public use. The District is now proposing to demolish and 
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reconstruct the SIBLF.  A portion of the proposed improvements will be located 
waterward of the U.S. Pierhead line within the Commission’s leasing jurisdiction.    
 
The District proposes to amend the lease to: 

 
1. Authorize the demolition and reconstruction of the Shelter Island Boat 

Launch facility.   
 
2. Revise the special lease provisions to address the proposed demolition, 

reconstruction, and dredging; 
 

All other terms and conditions of the lease shall remain in effect without   
amendment. 

 
STAFF ANALYSIS AND RECOMMENDATION: 

Authority: 
Public Resources Code sections 6005, 6216, and 6301; California Code of 
Regulations, Title 2, section 2000, subdivision (b). 

 
Public Trust and State’s Best Interests Analysis: 

The proposed amendment would authorize the San Diego Unified Port 
District (District) to demolish and reconstruct a portion of the Shelter Island 
Boat Launch facility (SIBLF). The existing improvements under lease from 
the Commission at the SIBLF include two breakwaters that protect the 
existing boat launch facilities from wave action.  A portion of the boat 
launch facilities are on ungranted sovereign land subject to this lease, but 
the majority of the facilities are on sovereign land legislatively granted to 
the District pursuant to Chapter 67, Statutes of 1962, as amended.     
 
The SIBLF is a free public boat launching facility with a 10-lane boat 
launch ramp, docks and gangways, and rock and soil jetties. The District 
is proposing to remove the existing west jetty and replace it with 
permanent precast concrete sheet piles.  The east jetty will also be 
extended using concrete sheet piles.  The District will also construct two 
floating docks located on ungranted sovereign land which will include 31 
cleats (tie-offs) for day-use docking.  In addition, the District will remove 
approximately 12,300 cubic yards of jetty riprap and jetty core fill, as well 
as up to a maximum of 300 cubic yards of dredged material from 
ungranted sovereign land.  The District will dredge approximately 700 
cubic yards of material from land legislatively granted to the District.  A 
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portion of the jetty riprap, jetty core fill, and dredged materials will be 
reused onsite while the remainder will be removed and disposed of at an 
upland landfill.   
  
The newly constructed jetties will occupy a similar footprint as the existing 
breakwater and will not substantially interfere with navigation. It is 
expected that the new jetties will increase public access and water-related 
recreation because they will include public walkways, and the public will 
be able to use the floating docks for day-use docking. Once reconstructed, 
the SIBLF will remain free to the public. Although the facility will be 
temporarily closed for 13 months during construction, the new facility will 
include an 80 percent bigger launch basin, the entry and exit point will be 
larger and a hand-launch watercraft area will be added.  The proposed 
project is consistent with the common law Public Trust Doctrine because 
the facilities will promote and enhance public water-dependent recreation 
and navigation.  

 
For all the reasons above, Commission staff believes the authorization of 
this lease amendment is consistent with the common law Public Trust 
Doctrine and in the best interests of the State. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. This action is consistent with Strategy 1.3 of the Commission’s Strategic 
Plan to protect, expand, and enhance appropriate public use and access 
to and along the State’s inland and coastal waterways. 

 
2. A Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 2015061029, 

was prepared by the San Diego Unified Port District and approved on 
January 12, 2016, for this project.  Commission staff has reviewed such 
document. 

 
A Mitigation Monitoring Program was adopted by the San Diego Unified 
Port District.  

 
3. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands.  Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification.  
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EXHIBITS: 
A.  Site and Location Map 
B. Mitigation Monitoring Program 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 

 
CEQA FINDING: 

Find that a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State Clearinghouse No. 
2015061029, and a Mitigation Monitoring Program were prepared by the 
San Diego Unified Port District and approved on January 12, 2016, for this 
Project and that the Commission has reviewed and considered the 
information contained therein. 
 
Adopt the Mitigation Monitoring Program, as contained in Exhibit B, 
attached hereto. 

 
PUBLIC TRUST AND STATE’S BEST INTERESTS: 

Find that the proposed lease amendment is consistent with the common 
law Public Trust Doctrine and is in the best interests of the State. 

 
SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 

Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 

 
AUTHORIZATION: 

Authorize the amendment of Lease No. PRC 7987.1, a General Lease – 
Public Agency Use, effective June 28, 2016, to allow the demolition and 
reconstruction of the Shelter Island Boat Launch facility and dredging up 
to a maximum of 300 cubic yards of material shown on Exhibit A (for 
reference purposes only) attached and by this reference made a part 
hereof; all other terms and conditions of the lease will remain in effect 
without amendment. 
 




















