
OR G NAL 

• 

• 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

113 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE STATE LANDS COMMISSION 

CROWN HALL 

45285 UKIAH STREET 

MENDOCINO, CALIFORNIA 

WEDNESDAY -  OCTOBER 26 1988 

Volume 1 of  2 

COMMISSIONERS  

GRAY DAVIS, State Controller -- Chairman 

LE(' T. MC CARTHY, Lieutenant t:Imrerno= 

JESSE R. HUFF, Director of Finance -- Absent 

 

• 	Pike Court Reporting -- (805)658-7770 



1 INDEX 	TO 	SPEAKERS • 
1 Vo1. 1 Page  No.._ 

CHAIR DAVIS, (Opening Remarks) 	  1 
3 

LEO MC CARTHY,(Opening Remarks) 	  3 

0 
4 Item No. 1, AT&T 	  7 

5 Item No. 2, Oil Sanctuary Consideration 	  8 

6 
SUPERVISOR DE VALL, Mendocino County 	  11,13 

SENATOR KEENE, by Rick Provenso 	  11 

• 7 GOVERNOR MICHAEL DUKAKIS, by Rachel Binah 	  	13 

8 SUPERVISOR CHESBRO, HumLoldt County 	  23 

COUNCILMAN KENNY, City of Trinidad 	   	26 
9 

COUNCILWOMAN GAST, City of Arcata 	  28 

0 
10 ASSEMBLYMAN HAUSER, by Theresa Staber 	  30 

11 SUSAN MILLER, Mendocino 	  	36 

BRANDON CUSICK, Mendocino 	  40 
12 

ROBERT RAYMOND, Mendocino 	  41 
13 MIKE FERGUS, Western Oil and Gas Association......_,., 45 

14 KEVIN TAHRIR 	  52 

ROGGE MARSH, Exxon Company U S  A  52 
15 

CECIL DELL 58 
16 CLOSE OF PUBLIC ffARING 	  63 

17 VOTE 	  65 

18 
Vol. 2 

19 
Handouts -- 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25- 

Pike Court Reporting -- (305)658-7770 



1 

1 

0 

2 	State Lands Commission 

3 	Regular Meeting 

4 	October 26, 1985 

5 	Mendocino, California 

6 	10:30 a.m. 

7 

8 

9 	 - PROCEEDINGS 

10 

11 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Good mornilg. I am State Controller 

12 	Gray Davis. 

13 	 I want to welcome you to this hearing of the Lands 

14 	Commission, and thank you for attending. I could tell Ity 

15 	your response that you all kno Leo McCarthy, Lieutenant 

16 	Governor of this state, and a member of this Commission. 

17 	 The purpose of today's meeting is to hear testimony to 

lft 	determine whether or not this Commission should declare an 

19 	oil sanctuary for most of the Humboldt and Mendocino County 

20 	coast that is not now already covered by a similar protection 

21 	granted a portion of that coast -- about 48 miles -- by the 

22 	legislature some years ago. So, we will be concerning 

23 	ourselves with about 214 miles of coastline that is not 

24 	currently protected by the designation of oil sanctuary. 

25 	 As you all know, Dan Hauser, who represents many of 
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1 	you, put legislation on the Governor's desk, which had the 

2 	support of both Republicans and Democrats, passed 

3 	overwhelmingly in both the Assembly and the Senate to declare 

4 	these 214 miles an oil sanctuary. Unfortunately, the 

5 	Governor vetoed that legislation. 

6 	 I don't think the Governor should have the last word 

7 	on this subject, and I don't think his action sends the right 

8 	signal to Washington. At present, 66 percent of the state 

9 	has been declared an oil sanctuary by previous actions of the 

• 	10 	legislature, actions they began taking in 1955, and took 
11 	incrementally up until about 1972. For reasons not totally 

12 	clear to me they have overlooked these 214 miles that we are 

• 	13 	today to consider. And, we are here to hear from you to 
14 	determine whether or not this area should be included in the 

15 	oil sanctuary provisions that have been extended to 66 

16 	percent of the coast. 

17 	 Many of us were together when the Interior Department 

18 	came out here last winter to determine whether or not Lease 

19 	Sale 91 should proceed. I think your testimony and your 

20 	obf:Ictions to that sale, as well as mine and Lieutenant 

21 	Governor Leo McCarthy's, had something to io with the 

22 	ultimate decision to postpone final action on that until 

23 	1989. 

24 	 Another reason we are here today is to insure that 

25 	neither the Congress nor the next president is under a 

• 
Pike Court Reporting 	(805)658-7770 



3 

	

1 	laisimprGssion that these 214 miles of coastline are fair game 

• 	At present, the decision makers in Washington may well ask 

	

3 	themselves why this area is not protected as un oil sanctuary 

	

4 	when so much of the California coast is. 

• 	5 	 So, today's hearing is to determine whether or not we 

	

6 	sLould, as a Commission, grant thc_t authority which would be 

	

7 	indefinite in length and would insure that this coastline 
• 

	

8 	deserves that same kind of protection that most of the 

	

9 	California coastline currently has. 

• 	10 	 The last thing -- 

	

11 	 [Applause3 

	

12 	 I personally don't telieve the Governor's action 

• 	13 	represented the prevailing view in California. I think that 

	

14 	if we adopt the sanctuary today that will send the right 

	

15 	signal, the signal that most accurately reflects the public 

	

16 	sentirent in this state about drilling anywhere along the 

	

17 	coastline, but particularly in these rugged but at the same 

	

18 	time sensitive areas off of Humboldt and Mendocino Counties. 

	

19 	 I am now going to call on the Lieutenant Governor for 

	

20 	any remarks he wants to make at this time. 

• 	21 	 We then have one piece of administrative business 

	

22 	which won't take too long to discharge, and then we will 

	

23 	begin the hearing. 

	

24 	 COMMISSIONER MC CARTHY: Thank yziu Mr. Chairman. 

	

25 	 I want to add my "welcome" to all of you to this very 

• 
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1 	important meeting of the State Lands Commission on the 

	

2 	critical subject of an ocean sanctuary off of the Humboldt - 

	

3 	Mendocino coast. For more than a year there has been an 

	

4 	enormous tug of war going on -- those who want to drill off 

	

5 	of this coast with those who are opposed to drilling. I 

	

6 	think each side have had their day. 

	

7 	 The Reagan administration at one point succeeded in 

having its plans for Lease Sale 91 put into an appropriation 

	

9 	bill, and fortunately the California Congressional delegation 

	

10 	had the strength to block it one more time. 

	

11- 	 And, then as the Chairman indicated, Assemblyman Dan 

	

12 	Hauser wrot- a State Bill that passed the legislature and got 

	

13 	to the Governor's desk, and unfortunately Governor Deukmejian 

	

14 	vetoed that bill. 

	

15 	 And, we are here today to consider whether it is time 

	

16 	to end this tug of war, whether it is time to settle this 

	

17 	issue once and for all. 

	

18 	 This coastline is this community's life line. 

	

19 	Commercial fishermen, inn keepers, and coastal business 

	

20 	owners depend on the special integrity of the north coast. 

	

21 	Mendocino and Humboldt Counties 1-ec-aive at least $230 million 

	

22 	dollars each year in tourism dollars, and more than $100 

	

23 	million each yCar from commercial fishing. These dollars are 

	

24 	earned by hard working people to put food on their tables, to 

	

25 	live in iecent homes, to send their kids to mhools, and to 
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meet the challenges they face in their everyday lives. This 

	

2 	income enables hundreds of working men and women to build a 

	

3 	better life for themselves, and for their families. 

	

4 	 This coast is also sustenance for tree soul 

	

5 
	

unpolluted air, horizons unmarred by derricks and tankers, 

	

6 	clean oceans, and abundant marine and -Joastal wildlife, all 

	

7 	make this magnificant area very special to all Californians, 

not just those who live here. 

	

9 	 I am convinced that drilling would destroy this 

	

10 	magnificance. Exploratory oil drilling emits as much of the 

	

11 	main component of smog as 23,000 cars, each travelling 50 

	

12 	miles a day for a year would emit. Drill shipe generate 

	

13 	between 1500 and 2000 tons of drill muds and cuttings. 

	

14 	Drilling and tankers increase the likelihood of oil spills 

	

15 	endangering the wildlife and fish. Seismic testing disperses 

	

16 	fish, and kills fish eggs. 

	

17 	 In the past the legislature has had the foresight to 

	

18 	prevent such destructiun by creating ocean sanctuaries in the 

	

19 	Santa Monica and San Diego Bays, and from the San Luis Obispo 

	

20 	- north border, stopping at the Mendocino border. 

	

21 	 Today the State Lands Commission has a good 

	

22 	opportunity to reverse Ga7ernor Deukmejian's veto, and to 

	

23 	permanently protect this precious area of the coast for all 

	

24 	Californians, and for millions of Americans who come here and 

	

25 	enjoy this part of the coast with their families. 
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1 	 I look forward to hearing from all of vou today, but I 

	

2 	want to make it unambiguous: I intend to support the 

	

3 	establishment of ocean sanctuary today. 

	

4 	 Applause] 

	

5 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Thank you, Leo. 

	

6 	 One other point I neglected to mention that I should: 

	

7 	the Congress has been successful in the past several years in 

	

8 	arguing to -- L,.t. me put it another way -- our Congressional 

	

9 	delegation from California has been successful in convincing 

	

10 	other colleagues from internal states that don't rave quite 

	

11 	the same sensitivity we have to the coastline, that in areas 

	

12 	where the state has acted to establish an oil sanctuary, in 

	

13 	those areas we should discourage drilling off in federal 

	

14 	waters. As you know, our jurisdiction extenft three miles 

	

15 	out, and beyond three miles the federal government has 

	

16 	jurisdiction. 

	

17 	 So, another reason to have this hearing is to preclude 

	

18 	the Congress from being under the mistaken impression that we 

	

19 	think these 214 miles of Coastline are appropriate for oil 

	

20 	drilling. Their success in the past, in using the 

	

21 	establishment of an oil sanctuary as reason why the federal 

	

22 	government shouldn't drill in their federal waters, has 

	

23 	persuaded me that we ought to have this hearing today and 

	

24 	take the appropriate steps, so I just wanted to add that as 

	

25 	well. 

• 
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1 	 The Chair notices the presence of a quorum; however, I 

2 	am disappointed that the Governor has not sent anyone from 

3 	his office to participate in this meeting, Tilers are however 

4 	two of the three members of this Commission present, so we 

can conduct our business. 

6 	 I don't notice anything about the Minutes of the 

previous meeting? 

8 	 Co we have -- we are dispensing with that? 

9 	 All right. 

10 	 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: We don't have that-- 

1]. 	 CHAIR DAVIS: There is one administrative item 

12 	involving American Telephone and Telegraph Communications._ 

13 	 Will the Executive Officer explain Item 1 on the 

14 	Agenda. 

15 	 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: Yes. 

16 	 Item 1 is an application from AT and T for a lease 

17 	right-of-way for the laying of a fiber optic cable across 

18 	Cordelia Slough and Carquinez Straits, Mr. Chairman. 

19 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Have we received any communication in 

20 	opposition to this? 

21 	 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: No, this is a 

22 	non-controversial item, sir. 

23 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Would anyone here care to be heard on 

24 	 matter? 

25 	 UNIDENTIFIED MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: What is the 
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11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 	from the Congress that ought to be read into the record. 

25 

4 	matter? 

5 	 CHAIR DAVIS: I can't hear you. 

COMMISSIONER MC CARTHY. What is the matter. 

7 	 CHAIR DAVIS: The matter involves a request by -- this 

8 	is not the matter we are here today on. This is an 

administrative matter, involving a cable application that 

American Telephone and Telegraph has before the Commission. 

As a courtesy I always ask at all of these meetings if 

there is someone here who wants to speak in opposition to 

that matter. 

[No response.] 

Hearing none, is there a motion? 

COMMISSIONER MC CARTHY: So move. 

CHAIR DAVIS: All right, that application is approved 

on a two to zero vote. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Excuse me, sir. On It;-.11 2 we do have some written 

testimony you would probably like to have added to the 

record. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: From the Congress? 

CHAIR DAVIS: There is a communication, I believe, 

matter? 

2 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Excuse me? 

3 	 UNIDENTIFTED MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE: What is the 
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1 	 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: From ths. Congress? 

	

2 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Yes. 

	

3 	 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: Have you got it? 

	

4 	 CHAIR DAVIS: I have a letter in front of me from -- 

	

5 	signed by Congressman Mel Levine, Leo Panetta, and Barbara 

	

6 	Boxer, urging us to adopt the sanctuary; expressing 

	

7 	disappointment that the Hauser Bill was vetoed; and speaking 

highly of this area of the coast; and detailing the reasons 

	

9 	why they think a sanctuary should be granted. 

	

10 	 If you don't have a copy of that, I will -- 

	

11 	 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: Yes, we do. 

	

12 	 CHAIR DAVIS: -- all right. 

	

13 	 So, that should be entered into the record. 

	

14 	 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK; Also there are 26 other 

	

15 	pieces of testimony in writing, in favor of the sanctuary; 

	

16 	and three opposing the sanctuary, while the decision awaits 

	

17 	the COORS study. 

	

18 	 CHAIR DAVIS: All right, all of those will be entered 

	

19 	into the record. 

	

20 	 EXECUTIVE OFFICER DEDRICK: That's correct, Mr. 

	

21 	Chairman. 

	

22 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Now, before we go any farther, I just 

	

23 	wart to seek concurrence from the counsel for the Lands 

	

24 	Commission, as well as the Attorney General, that the 

	

25 	Commission is within its authority, should it so decide to 
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1 	grant an oil sanctuary to these 214 acres that we are here to .  

• 

	

2 	discuss. 

	

3 	 It is my view that under Public Resource Codes 6301, 

	

4 	the Commission has exclusive jurisdiction over all ungtvIted 

	

5 	tide and submerged lands owned by the state, and that while 

	

6 	it has never acted in the past to grant an oil sanctuary, it 

	

7 	has taken action tantamount to establishing moritoriums, 

	

8 	whether it be oil drilling, or granting permits for docks in 

	

9 	Tahoe, or sales of state owned land. 

	

10 	 So, it is my view that we have the authority to take 

	

11 	this action, and I just want to first put that question to 

	

12 	the counsel for the Commission, Bob Hight, and then put it to 

	

13 	the Attorney General's representative. 

	

14 	 CHIEF COUNSEL HIGHT: Yes, Mr. Chairman, you have 

	

15 	correctly stated the current California law which provides 

	

16 	that the Commission has exclusive jurisdiction over ungranted 

	

17 	tide and submerged lands. These lands falling within that 

	

18 	jurisdiction, you have the complete discretion on whether to 

	

19 	lease or not to lease, and in this action to declare a 

	

20 	sanctuary. 

	

21 	 CHAIR DAVIS: I haven't met you before -- do you 

	

22 	represent the Attorney General? - 

	

23 	 DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLT: Yes, Mary Holt, from 

	

24 	the Attorney General's office. 

	

25 	 The Ketorney General's office is in complete 
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1 	concurtance with the counsel for the State Lands Commission. 

	

2 	The Commission has the authority to declare a policy of oil 

	

3 	and gas leasing sanctuary. 

	

4 	 CHAIR-DAVIS: Thank you. 

All right, we have a number of people that have asked 

to be heard on this issue, and I want to do the courtesy of 

	

7 	calling elected officials to the microphone first, so I would 

like to all Supervisor De Vall, who represents much of this 

area. 

	

10 	 MR. DE VALL: Mr. Chairman, it is indeed a pleasure to 

	

13 	welcome you to Mendocino, and to the north coast of 

	

12 	California t ay. 

	

13 	 But, there are two people who have spokesmen here 

	

14 	today that I will yield the floor to before I take my time, 

	

15 
	

and the first is Rick Provenso, cn behalf of California State 

	

16 	Senator Barry Keene, and the second is Rachel Binah, on 

	

17 	behalf of Governor Dukakis. 

	

18 	 MR. PROVENSO: Good Morning, Commissioners, my name is 

	

19 	Rick Provenso, and I am here representing Senator Keene, who 

	

20 	was unable to make it today. He sent this statement along 

	

21 	that he is very glad you are here today. 

	

22 	 "Mr. Chairman, Commissioners, as the Representative of 

	

23 	the Senate District covering the north coast, I urge you to 

	

24 	adopt the proposal to make the state waters off of Mendocino 

	

25 	and Humboldt Counties a sanctuary zone. That will reverse 

Pike Court Reporting (805)658-77VI 
• 



3 	1 	the damage done by the Governor's ill-advised veto of AB 284, 

	

2 	a bill that would have protected sections of the Mendocino 

3 	and Humboldt coastline within the State Lands Commission oil 

	

4 	and gas sanctuary system, and that Assemblyman Hauser and I 

4W 	5 	saw successfully through the Legislature last session. 

	

6 	 "What is baffling and politically unacceptable is that 

7 	the Governor's veto leaves those most fragile and pristine 

	

8 	sections of the entire coastline the only unprotected state 

waters from Santa Barbara to Oregon. It is within your power 

	

10 	to change that disturbing reality_ 

	

11 	 "The sanctuary plan would also strengthen efforts to 

	

12 	halt oil development in federal waters off those portions of 

13 	the coast. Most of the proposed sanctuary area is adjacent to 

14 	the 1.1 million acres included in the federal government's 

15 	proposed Lease Sale 91. This lease sale has been politically 

16 	deferred, but depending on what happens on November 8th, it 

17 	could surface again soon cfter the elections. Should that 

18 	happen, restrictions placed by California on state tide and 

19 	submerged lands could very well influence what actions an 

20 	unfriendly administration takes on lease sales for the 

21 	federal outer continental shelf. 

22 	 "I admire your outstanding leadership on this 

23 	nationally, if not internationally, signifiCant'issue. 

24 	Future generations will applaud you." 

25 	 Thank you. 
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1 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Thank you. 

	

2 	 MS. DINAH: My name is Rachel Binah, and I have the 

	

3 	honor and privilege of reading a le.ter addressed to you from 

	

4 	Governor Michael Dukakis. 

	

5 	 "Dear Chairman Davis, and Commissioners. As President 

	

6 	I will designate marine sanctuaries in Santa Monica Bay, and 

	

7 	from Big Sur to the Oregon border, and I will work yith 

	

8 	California citizens and leaders to determine what additional 

	

9 	areas should be permanently protected. 

	

10 	 "I offer my strong support for your efforts to protect 

	

11 	the state-owned tide lands and coastal waters. Federal, 

	

12 	state, and local governments each have an essential role to 

	

13 	play if these beautiful and valuable resources az to be 

	

14 	preserved. Unless the state-=waters are protected, these 
7 

	

15 	areas will remain at risk. 

	

15 	 "Again, I applaud your afforts to provide protection 

	

17 	to state waters and coastal areas. 

	

18 	 "Sincerely, Michael S. Dukakis." 

	

19 	 MR. DE VALI,• Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Mendocino 

	

20 	County Board of Supervisors -- 

	

21 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Supervisor, excuse me for a second-:, 

	

22 	 Just in the name of fairness -- does someone care to 

23: 	read a statement from Vice President Bush? 

	

24 	 [No response.] 

	

25 	 All right -- apparently not -- please proceed. ,,, 
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1 	 MR. DE VALL: Mr, Chairman, I would hope that Mr. Bush 

	

2 	woule not disagree, but : feel that he would -- if he known. 

	

3 	 This coast is a national treasure which deserves the 

	

4 	recognition of Yellowstone, and better treatment than 

Yosemite. 

	

6 	 I applaude your agt.da. Your foresight in recognizing 

	

7 	that the north coast needs protection is supported by the 

	

8 	citizens of this -state and the California legislature. Only .  

	

9 	the Governor is of the opinion that this portion of the coast 

	

10 	does not deserve the same protection given by law to those 

	

11 	those counties north and south of Mendocino and Humbeqdt. 

	

12 	 Assemblyman Dan Hauser 's A3 284, and Assembly Joint 

	

13 	Resolution 91 brought extensive testimony to legislative 

	

14 	committees in Sacramento.-  One fact above all rings true time 

	

15 	after time: no spokesman for the oil industry, no pro-oii 

	

16 	legislator, not even the Governor himself, has accepted the 

	

17 	challenge to debate, to refute the fact that an oil spill off 

	

18 	of this coast can not 	cleaned up. 

	

19 	 The California Coastal Commission has confirmel that 

	

20 	the average height of sea and swell is beyond existing 

	

21 	clean-up technology. The best information available trots the 

	

22 	United States Coast Guard confirms that offshore and onshore 

	

23 	currents, speed, and track, are at best, estimates. 

	

24 	 The California Coastal Conservancy has initiated 

	

25 	numerous projects and spent million of dollars in recognition 
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1 	of the unique beauty, national -Ind international prominence 

	

2 	of the Mendocino coast. The Mendocino County Board of 

	

3 	Supervisors has taken every action possible at the state 

	

4 	level supporting legislation introduced to protect this 

	

5 	coast. Many cities and counties the length of the California 

	

6 	coastline have joined in this effort to bring protection 

	

7 	here. 

	

8 	 Congresswoman Boxer knows the long-term value of this 

	

9 	coastline, the richness of the ocean resources, ark_ the facts 

	

10 	about our carefully balanced local economies, and introduced 

	

11 	federal legislation to bring permanent protection to the 

	

12 	California coast and ocean waters. Senator Alan Cranston 

	

13 	shares this goal and has introduced Lamilar legislation in 

	

14 	the U.S. Senate. 

	

15 	 Your action today will be historic. The importance rf 

	

16 	it goes far beyond the coast of Mendocino and Humboldt 

	

17 	Counties. A "yes" vote today is appropriate, it is just, it 

	

18 	will be remembered by future generations: as a sincere and 

	

19 	real effort to protect this coast from ruin; and perhaps most 

	

20 	importantly, it will send a clear message to the Congress 

	

21 	that ocean sanctuary is supported in California, in Kansas, 

	

22 	it-, Chicago. 

	

23 	 The small amount of oil that might exist here can be 

	

24 	easily replaced with a national energy policy rith some 'guts. 

	

25 	Big oil may own this Governor, it may buy the next president, 
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1 	but Mr. Chairman, big oil will not stop trhe people of this 

	

2 	county from protecting their ocean. 

	

3 	 [Applause.] 

	

4 	 Mr. Chairman, I would like to take just a few more 

	

5 	iginutes and go through a brief slide presentation which I 

	

6 	have shown, to the California Coastal Commission in their 

	

7 	consideration on this subject. 

	

8 	 I., know that time today is short, and I would hope that 

	

9 	if we ge‘: into a time bind that people might yield their 

	

10 	speaking order so these slides may be shown. 

	

11 	 Is there a possibility of dimming one or two of the 

	

12 	lights? Whichever one it,is. 

13 

14 	 [Slide Presentation.] 

15 

16 	SLIDE No. 1. 

17 	 Mr. Chairman, the chart in this slide clearly shows 

18 	the areas of controversy, and the recololended areas prolosed 

19 	for ocean sanctuary. AB 284, if it had been signed by the 

20 	Governor, would have provided limited protection in that afta 

21 	shown from the bottom of the chart to Del Hort* County. 

22_ 

23 	SLIME No. 2. 

24 	 These slides proceed from souti to north. The Deal 

25 	Road travels north from Highway 1 and proceeds in through the 
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1 	the Sinkyone Wilderness. At some point the road is almost .a 

2 	thousand feet above sea level. 

3 

4 	SLIDE No, 3. 

Throughout this area and along the coast small coastal 

tributaries enter the sea. Many are impossible to reach 

	

7 	except on foot. Some of these produce salmon and 

	

8 	steelhead -- difficult to reach and fragile -- the smallest 

	

9 	amount of oil would be a detriment to their delicately 

	

10 	balanced environment. 

11 

	

12 	SLIDE No. 4. 

	

33 	 The riparian wetlands of the north coast streams are 

	

14 	the habitat for migrating anadromous fish species. No 

	

15 	spokesman for the oil industry !Ls ever had the audacity to 

	

16 	say that their modern technology can protect or clean areas 

	

--17 	such as these without damage. 

18 

	

19 	SLIDE No. 5. 

	

20 	 Further south the highway generaly runs along the 

	

21 	bluff tops some 100-plus feet above the mean sea level. 

	

22 	There are few access roads to the many pocket beaches. 

	

23 	the event of a spill, most supplies would have to be hand 

	

24 	carried. Imagine how, if this beach were oil coverid, you 

	

25 	would proceed to order its cleanup, and how you would remove 
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eons of oil=soakmd hay. 

2 

SLIDE No. 6. 

	

4 	 This and the next slide are within one-half mile of 

	

5 	Point Cabrillo's marine sancuary, and the final resting place 

	

6 	of the vessel "Frolic" a coaster that ran aground, and in so 

	

7 	doing brought the first Europeans to Mendocino County. 

	

8 	 In other areas of the coast the nearest road parallels 

	

9 	the coast a half-mile or more to the east. The bluff edges 

	

10 	are fragile, slowly receding due to erosion from winter 

	

11 	runoff. 

12 

	

13 	SLIDE No. 7. 

	

14 	 Vertical bluff edges simply do not allow access for 

	

15 	reasonable clean-up efforts. These difficult-to-reaCh halos 

16 	are favorite areas fotabalone divers during the season. 

17 

18 	SLIDE No. 8. 

19 	 The Mendocino coast is a combination of small out 

20 	islands, rocks, covis, beaches 	most of which are small -- 

21 	and river inlets. It is ridiculous to believe that an oil 

22 	spill could ever be cleaned up on this coast. 

•23 

24 	SLIDE No. 9. 

25 	 The town of Mendocino sits above Mendocino Bay, the 
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edge of which has, again, very limited access. It is here 

	

2 	that the ocean sanctuary movement was born, recognising--that - 

	

3 	only sanctuary would bring adequate protection to this 

irreplacet„ble and unique coast. 

5 

	

6 	SLIDE No. 10. 

	

7 	 To the southeast of Mendocino lies the bar end mouth 

of Big River, a major tributary in Mendocino County. Its 

more than 1000 square miles of water shed is rich in .  

	

10 	salmon-rearing potential. 

11 

	

12 	SLIDE No. 11. 

	

13 	 The wetlands of Big River cover many acres. They are 

	

14 	currently free of industrial waste and chemical pollution. 

19 

15 

15 	SLIDE No. 12. 

17 	 The marsh grasses run deep, prohibiting access. 

18 	Damage to this rich intertidal area, due to an oil *gilt, 

19 	would be disastrous. 

2.0 

21 	-SLIDE No. 13. 

V 	 From the air, the wetlands continue inland for some 

23 	miles. The Georgia Pacific Haul Road, on the north Bids 

24 	the river, offer8 limited access to some areas, none to 

25 	'others. 
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1 	SLIDE No. 14. 

	

2 
	

The Laguna, some five miles up Big River, has been the 

	

3 	subject of years of study. The river is tidal on a day-hy-dsy, 

	

4 	basis, some seven miles inland, 

5 

	

6 	SLIDE No. 15. 

	

7 	 Access, once again, is difficult if not impossible. 

	

8 	= 	This stretch of the river is west of the Laguna. 

	

10 	SLIDE No. 16. 

	

11 	 At Chapman Point, the bluff edge is again, shear. The 

	

12 	rocks, even on a calm day, are difficult to reach. 

13 

14 	SLIDE No. 17. 

15 	 At Little River, just south of Mendocino, an aerial 

16 	photo again shows the broken coastline. Weather conditions 

17 	allow the fleet out of Fort Bragg an average of 35 weeks a 

18 	year. The balance of the time it is too r3ugh for the b9ahs 

19 	to get out. Little River provides a limited anchorage in e_  

20 	the cc.ve  -- at the top right of the slide. 

21 

22 	SLIDE No. 38. 

23 	 The mouth of the Na4arro River, about ten miles south 

2?,,c 	of Mendocino. This is one of tiro few beaches accessible to 

25 = vehicles at sea level. The Louisiana Pacific Corporation is 
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1 
	

building a large fish hatchery upstream in this tributary, 

2 	with the support of the State Department of Fish and Game, 

3 	and the Mendocino County Burrd of Supervisors. 

4 

SLIDE No. 19. 

	

6 
	

South of the Navarro is a seal haul out. As state in 

	

7 	testimony before the CommIssion last year in Sacramento, and 

	

8 	again in San Francisco, these rocks were abandoned ky the 

	

9 	colony when seismic vessels operated in the vicinity. 

10 

	

11 	SLIDE Ho. 20. 

	

12 	 Winter 19E7. The erosion bloc of the Navarro River 

	

13 	runs well out to sea and is then carried south by the 

	

14 	California current. During other months of the year, the 

	

15 	Davidson current sets northerly, and neither current has teen 

	

16 	adequately tracked to the extent that it can be predictbd 

	

I7 	w#4;,a0turacy.` 

18 

	

19 	SLIDE No. 21. 

20 	 The sea stacxs of the Kansas coast, and of Coffey's 

21 	Cove -- perhaps the best known photograph of the Mendocino 

22 	coat. It says it all. There is ro alternative -- cal 

23 	ManCtuaty. 

WO 
24 

25 	SLIDE No 22. 
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1 
	

South of Greenwood/Elk the coast is higher. The- 

2 	bluffs on average -- more often than not -- vertical. 

3 

SLIDE No. 23. 

5 	 Over the years, access trails for fishermen and nab" 

6 	divers have been dug in. This one drops over 140 feet. 

	

8 	SLIDE No 24. 

	

9 	 Fog is common on this coast, and unlike San Francisco 

	

10 	it doesn't lift or blow off around noon -- the cause of many.  

	

11 	ocean accidents -- it can linger on the coast for days. One 

	

12 	ch  :lie objectives of sanctuary is to prevent the risk of 

	

13 	spill during times such as these 
, 

14 

	

15 	SLIDE No. 25. 

	

16 	 And, let's not forget that no one, not even the 

	

17 	chairman of the board of Chevron Oil, can control the ocean. 

	

18 	No one know when or how high her seas will be, or how winds, 

	

19 	swells, currents seas, states, and storms, may combine to 

	

20 	break transfer lines and send oil onto this down-wind coast. 

	

21 	 Offshore oil cannot be mitiaated. It cannot be 

	

22 	rationalized. Our coast, this ocean, deserves better than to 

	

2-3 	become another Kesteron toxic dump. This ocean gives us lift 

	

24 	and meaning to California. We do not need this oil. What 

	

25 	we need is something to believe in. W. need to know that 
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1 	this ocean will be protected, and that we can take fish from 

2 	its waters, free of fear of pollution. We need to know that 

3 	our beaches will be clean, and the water clean, for this and 

4 	following generations. 

5 	 We have ruined too much of this world. It is time to 

6 	give part of it meaningful protection. 

7 	 Thank you. 

	

8 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Our next witness is a Supervisor from 

	

9 	Humboldt County, Wesley Chesbro. 

	

10 	 MR. CHESBRO: Good morning. My name is Wesley 

	

11 	Chesbro, and I am a County Supervisor from Humboldt County. 

	

12 	 I would like to begin by a couple of off-the-script 

	

13 	remarks to the audience about the-situation here this 

	

14 	morning. I would like to ask everybody who has come here to 

	

15 	speak to join me in abbreviating their remarks, and I will 

	

16 	explain why: this is not the same situation that we were in 

	

17 	last February in Fort Bragg. These people are our friends. 

	

18 	And, although both of their times is very limited, one of 

	

19 	4-them is running for the United States Senate and has a lot of 

	

20 	things to do today. 

	

21 	 So, remember this is not a filibuster, which is what 

	

22 	we were involved in in Fort Bragg, so let's try to -- I am 

	

23 	going to try and abbreviate my remarks. Let's try to move 

	

24 	quickly, so that they can act today, while we are all still 

	

25 	here, and while the press is all still here. 
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• 

1 	 I would like to begin by expressing my deep gratitude 

2 	to both of you, Lieutenant Governor McCarty, and Controller 

Gray Davis, for showing the foresight and leadership of 

proposed protection of the scenic grandeur and the rich 

5 	fishery of the Humboldt and Mendocino coastline. Should you 

adopt this proposal, future generations of Americans 	and 

7 

	

	not just north coast residents -- but future generations of 

Americans will look back upon this decision as a turning 

9 	point in the battle to protect our coastline from ocean 

10 	destruction. 

11 	 The Humboldt County Board of Supervisors has a long 

12 	history of opposing oil drilling in the sensitive fishery 

13 	areas off of our coast. Beginning in 1981, when Secretary of 

14 	the Interior Watt proposed to massively open the northern 

15 	California waters to indiscriminate drilling, our board has 

16 	voted to support protection of the most productive fishery 

17 	grounds in California, in the state and federal waters off of 

18 	Humboldt Bay. We have done this by endorsing various 

19 	moritoriums and yearly delays in federal waters, and we have 

20 	also supported efforts to place the state waters -- the 

21 	sensitive areas in state waters off our coast under state 

22 	protection. 

23 	 As has been mentioned Assemblyman Hauser and Senator 

24 	Keene fought long and hard for many years to finally this 

25 	year to see our wishes enacted through sanctuary legislation. 
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1 	As you know, they succeeded only to have it shot down by our 

	

2 	shortsighted and visionless Governor. 

	

3 	 In the absence of leadership and representation by the 

Governor, your roll as the State Lands Commission becomes 

	

5 	that such more important. With the veto by the Governor it," 

	

6 	give the north coast the same consideration as the rest of 

	

7 	the California coastline, the responsibility to p77otect our 

	

8 	coastal environment falls on your shoulders. 

	

9 	 In the coastal area that we are talking about, it 

	

10 	produces 64 percent of the sole, snapper and other bottom 

	

11 	feeding fish caught in California. San Francisco may be 

	

12 	famous for dungeness crab, but more than half of it is caught 

	

13 	off of the Humboldt County coastline. 

	

14 	 Ports in Mstndocino, Humboldt, and Del Norte Counties 

	

15 	bring in over half of California's prize salmon catch. We are 

	

16 	not willing to sacrifice the livelihood of our commercial 

	

17 	fishermen for a few days' worth of oil. These fishermen are 

	

18 	our friends and our neighbors and for 100 years they, have 

	

19 	risked their lives to bring high quality protein to the 

	

20 	dinner tables of America. 

	

21 	 Your Commission has a critical role to play in the 

	

22 	absence of responsible leadership from the Gtvernor. I 

	

23 	congratulate you on embarking on this proposal, particularly 

	

24 	Leo McCarthy and Gray Davis, and in absentia I settled my 

	

25 	criticism to the Governor for not representing us and not 
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providing any leadership. 

2 	 Thank you for coming to the north owlet and providing 

3 	us the leadership that is lacking in the Mitt Noma and in 

4 	the Governor's office in Sacramento. 

• 5 	 Ukpplause.; 

6 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Thank you. 

7 	 The next elected official who wants to speak is J. 

8 	Bryce Kenny, Trinidad City, a Council:member from that city. 

9 	 MR. KENNY: Good morning Chairman Davis, Commission 

10 	McCarthy, State Lands Commission staff, follow citizens of 

11 	Mendocino and Humboldt Counties, and all interested "embers 

12 	of the public. 

• 13 	 The City of Trinidad, in Humboldt County, has 

14 
	

consistently opposed offshore oil and gas development. We are 

15 
	

against it. We have said it quite often. Incidentally, t am 

16 
	

a commercial fisherman by trade, too. 

17 	 It is a particular pleasure- to address you today. At 

18 	last .I can come to a meeting and say, "I am for it. It 
ID 

19 	sounds like a good idea to so.* 

20 	= 	Sanctuary -- I like the wore. I like what it says, 

• 21 	what it means: sacred place. Now this is honesty in 

22 	government. This is telling it like it is. 

23 	 Sanctuary -- a safe haven; a place of pesos and 

24 	harmony; an image of what is happening on the north mart, 

25 	and what must happen in the entire nation. 

Pike Court Reporting (805)658-7770 

• 



1 	 Controller Gray Davis and Lieutenant Governor Leo 

2 	McCarthy have supported H.R. 920 by Congresswoman Barbara 

3 	Boxer, and Senate Bill 884 by Senator Alan Cranston. 

	

4 	Presidential candidate Michael Dukakis has pledged sanctuary 

41 	5 	in federal waters out to 200 miles. The State Legislature 

	

6 	approved Assemblyman Hauser's and Senator Keene's bill to 

	

7 	designate Humboldt and Mendocino Counties as a coastal 

	

8 	sanctuary. If Governor Deukmejian vetoed the action, if 

	

9 	Senator Wilson and Vice President Bush have remained 

	

10 	non-committal, still do what we must during the coming 

	

11 	geheral election, but ocean sanctuary must finally be seen as 

	

12 	beyond partisan politics and as an expression of an earth 

	

13 	ethic, a renaissance of spirit and of caring, a recognition 

	

14 	of human kind's responsibility to live in harmony with all 

	

15 	life. 

	

16 	 Gentleman, the public responsibility you hold is well 
4 

	

17 	met by the proposal you have before you today: 

	

18 	 - Iftree navigation for commercial and sports fishing 

	

19 	 vessels; 

	

20 	 - Clean air; 

	

21 	 - Clean water; 

	

22 	 - Clean beaches; 

	

23 	 - Productive wetlands and estuaries. 

	

24 	 Don't back down. Do it. Because it is the the right 

	

25 	thing to do. 

4 
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1 	 With that, I am going the honor my friend Wesley 

2 

	

	Chesbro's request, and turn over to the next speaker, in the 

hopes that everyone gets a chance to speak today. 

Thanks, gentleman. 

5 	 [Applause] 

6 	 CHAIR DAVIS: The next elected official is Thee Gast, 

a Councilperson of the City of Arcata. 

MS. GAST: Thank you Lieutenant Governor McCarthy, and 

9 	Controller Gray Davis. I appreciate the opportunity to 

10 	address you this morning on behalf of the Arcata City 

11 	Council. 

12 	 In 1980, the City Council adopted an energy policy 

13 	following the approval of the voters of the City of Arcata, 

14 	of an advisory proposition which stated that: 

411 	

15 	 "In accordance with America's renewed determination to 

16 	 be energy self reliant, be it resolved that the 

17 	 citizens of Arcata and their city government are 

18 	 committed to the enactment of conscientious energy 

19 	 conservation measures, and the accelerated development 

20 	 and active promotion of safe and economical 

21 	 alternative renewable energy sources for our 

22 	 community." 

23 	 It further states that the city government of Arcata 

24 	supports safe, clean, and efficient energy sources which are 

25 	compatible with the resouces and health and safety of the 
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1 
	

north coast, such as comervation, solar power, and power 

	

2 	generation from wood wastes. 

	

3 
	

If this administration had enacted measures which 

	

4 	would have conserved energy through automobile fuel 

	

5 	efficiency, appliance efficiency, retrofit building prograes, 

	

6 	and mass transit, millions of barrels of oil would have been 

	

7 	saved. 

	

8 	 We believe that through conservation and alternative 

	

9 	energy sources, energy needs can be met without the 

	

10 	potentially harmful effects of oil and gas development off of 

	

11 	our shores. 

	

12 	 We also have a number 	concerns about oil 

	

13 	development off the shores of Humboldt Countiv. These 

	

14 	concerns include: 

	

15 	 - The negative effects of ar oil spill on Humboldt Bay, 

	

16 	including the Arcata marsh and aquaculture projects; 

	

17 	 - The effects of a developed coastline on tourism when 

	

18 	the principle draw for tourism has been our undeveloped 

	

19 	coastline; 

	

20 	 - And, the effects of degraded air quality on those who 

	

21 	are environmentally sensitive, many of whom have moved here 

	

22 	because of our unusually pure air. 

	

23 	 The Arcata City Council is on record for supporting 

	

24 	legislation creating a California ocean sanctuary along the 

	

25 	California coastline, and we further support energy 
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1 	conservation measures and an accelerated and active promotion 

	

2 	of safe and economical alternatives to renewable energy 

	

3 	sources. 

	

4 
	

The Arcata City Council supports the establishment of 

an oil and gas leasing sanctuary zone. 

	

6 	 And, we thank you also for your support. 

	

7 	 [Applause.] 

	

8 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Thank you. 

	

9 	 Next, I would like to call Theresa Stailkir, who is a 

	

10 	field reprcIentative for Assemblyman Dan Hauser, who as you 

	

11 	know carried the oil sanctuary legislation. 

	

12 	 MS. STABER: Many times I have the opportunity to speak 

	

13 	on behalf of Assemblyman Dan Hauser, but I can tell you today 

	

14 	he sincerely regrets not be able to be here. 

	

15 	 This is his testimony that he sent: 

	

16 	 "I want to express my gratitude to both Lieutenant 

	

17 	Governor Leo McCarthy, and State Controller Gray Davis, for 

	

18 	bringing the State Lands Commission to Mendocino County4 

	

19 	where the battle to protect not only the north coast, but all 

	

20 	of AMerican,s coasts and oceans, has surely been centered. 

	

21 	 "The people of Mendocino do not act to protect this 

	

22 	coast out of selfishness or because they wish to shirk their 

	

23 	national duty, or because they are dilettantes searching for 

	

24 	some new fad. No, these people have been working for 10 

	

25 	years to protect it. They have written thousands of letters, 
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1 	made thousands of phone calls, spent countless hours 

2 	organizing both local people and our friends from other ptrta 

3 	of the country and the world. They have even travelled to 

• 
4 	Sacramento and to Washington at their own expense to lobby 

members of the Legislature, and of Congress, that the 

	

6 	destruction of the coast is not in the national interest the 

destrziction of the coast which will surely follow drillift in 
re - 

our waters is the destruction of one of our great national 

	

9 	treasures, a treasure that is worth more than the paltry 

	

10 	amounts of oil that may be present. 

	

11 	 "And, while their tireless work has not been 

	

12 	completed, it has already reaped its rewards. With their 

00 	13 	invaluable assistance, I have carried legislation supported 

	

14 	by the State Lands Commission to prevent drilling off of t'le 

	

15 	Mendocino and Humboldt coast. And, as you know, we were 

16 	successful this year in getting AB 284 through both houses of 

17 	the legislature, and to the Governor with the supper' of a 

18 	number of Republican Senators, that this Governor, to whom 

19 	the coast ls simply a resource to be exploited, saw fit to 

240 	veto AB 284, will be, I believe, a major factor in 

21 	dete=ining Governor Deukmejian's political future in tam' 

22 	state two years from now 

23 	 [Applause] 

24 	 "I unaterstand that the State Lands CommissOn is 

25 	considering using its administrative powers to place the 
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1 	Mendocino and Humboldt state waters in the state's sanctuary 

2 	zone, and I strongly urge you ro do so. While such action , 

3 	would not be as strong as legislative action on protecting 

4 	our coastline, it may be that under this Governor that is the 

5 	best we can hope for. 

6 	 "If the Commission does decide to take that step, 

7 	want you to know that you would do so with my full support, 

8 	and that I believe that such a step would be entirely 

	

9 	consistent with my plans to reintroduce AB 284 at the 

• 	10 	beginning of the next legislative session in December. 

	

11 	 "I would also like to take this opportunity to address 

12 	the citizens of Mendocino County, and all of those throughout 

13 	the state and the nation who treasure and value our national 

14 	coastline. I would like to tell you that despite the 

15 	rantings of a few, your efforts to protect this coastline are 

16 	heard and felt throughout the nation. Your efforts have been 

17 	recognized, even by the enemies of this coast, as incredible, 

18 	remarkable. There is no oil company executive in America who 

19 	did not believe that they would by now have their oil 

20 	derricks in place, who did`not believe that with their 

4 	21 	friends in the White House, that all of this would not have 

22 	been over by now -- the citizens defeated, and the 

23 	corporations in charge of our destiny. 

24 	 "And, let me tell you that those corporations are not 

25 	used to being out-lobbied, out-thought, and out-maneuvered, 
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1 	and there are no more of a surprised group of individuals in 

	

2 	America that "alley still have not won. But, they believe that 

	

3 	they will win, and so despite our great successes we must not 

	

4 	let down now. Over the next few months there is much that we 

	

5 	must do. 

	

6 	 "First, we must elect Leo McCarthy to be our next 

	

7 	United States Senator. 

	

8 	 [Applause] 

	

9 	 "I believe that with Leo and Alan Cranston leading the 

	

10 	fight in the Senate, and Barbara Boxer and Mel Levine loading 

	

11 	the fight in the House, we can create an ocean sanctuary, 

	

12 	permanently on our coast. 

	

13 	 "Second, we must ignore the Republican spin-masters - 

	

14 	and forget this nonsense that Michael Dukakis will not be 

	

15 	elected President of the United States. He will only not be 

	

16 	elected if we believe that he cannot be elected, and stop 

	

17 	working for that victory. Mike Dukakis will halt Lease Sale 

	

18 	91 and his administration will help shepherd the ocean 

	

19 	sanctuary legislation through the Congress. 

	

20 	 "If George Bush is elected, he will move rapidly 

	

21 	forward with Lease Sale 91, and you know he will never sign 

	

22 	an ocean sanctuary bill. 

	

23 	 "Third, we must not neglect the Governor of our state. 

	

24 	We must continue to hammer at him in every way we know that 

	

25 	our coast is inviolable, that we will not allow him to pardon 
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1 	the oil companiel when what they have in mind is nothing less 

	

2 	than rape of orr coast. 

	

3 	 "Fourth, Ile must continue to be effoctive manipulators 

	

4 	of the media. One picture of an oil dcrrick on an otherwise 

pristine coastline on the evening news is worth thousands of 

	

6 	letters to congresspersons from other states, representatives 

who presently have no reason to oppose drilling in 

	

8 
	

Califcrnia. 

	

9 
	

"Finally, we must continue to make use of one of the 

	

10 
	most valuable tools we have in this fight: the thousands of 

	

11 
	visitors that come to this coast each year. We must make 

12 	sure that not one of them leaves here without fully 

13 
	understanding the threat that we are confrcnting. We must 

14 
	make sure that not one of them leaves without writing a 

15 
	

letter to his or her Congressperson or Senator, telling them 

f. 
	

16 
	to save this coast. We must make sure that each of them 

17 
	promises to tell, at least ten other people about the north 

18 
	

coast and what we are fighting. 

19 
	

"Once again, let me extend my thanks to Leo and Gray, 

20 
	and the Commisrion staff, for the hard and extraordinary work 

21 	you do to protect all oZ the state's coastal waters, and even 

22 	mere importantly let me nMend my great gratitde to the 

23 	people of Mendocino for yoUr unflagging spirits in defense of 

24 	the magnificent coast. If it hadn't been for the hundreds 

25 	and hurdreds of calls and letters I received urging me to 
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1 	press ahead with AB 284, and before that with AIR 91 which 

	

2 	put the State Legislature on record in support of ocean 

	

3 	sanctuary, I had moments when I might have been inclined to 

	

4 	quit, but your support and energy sustained me, and_esde what 

	

5 	had once seemed almost impossible, seem eminently achievable. 

	

6 	 "It is a testament to your skills that we have come 

	

7 	all the way to the end of the Reagan administration and there 

	

8 	is still not one oil well as far as the eye can see. It is a 

	

9 	testament to your persevance that I know that together we 

	

10 	will win this fight and win it permanently." 

	

11 	 Thank you. 

	

12 	 [Applause.] 

	

13 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Thank you. 

	

14 	 All right, that concludes the list of elected 

	

15 
	officials, and representatives of elected officials, that I 

	

16 
	

have before me. 

	

17 
	

Let me just ask! Is there any other elected official 

	

18 
	or any other representative of an elected official that would 

	

19 
	

care to address this body? 

	

20 	 [No response.] 

	

21 	 All right, hearing none I will -- I am going to call 

	

22 	upon three or four of the people who have signed up to 

	

23 	testify in favor of this, and then in deference to the 

	

24 	Lieutenant Governor's schedule, I am going to Call on anybody 

	

25 	who might want to oppose this action to come 'ip to testify, 
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1 	so that he has an opportunity to hear balanced points of view 

• 	2 	before he casts his vote. 

	

3 	 I am taking these in the order that people signed up, 

	

4 	so the first name on the list is Lilly Parsons, representing 

	

5 	the Mendocino Community School. 

	

6 	 MS. PARSONS: }lent', and thank you so much for coming 

	

7 	to support us all. 

	

8 	 I would just like to say that the main reason -- if 

	

9 	you have any doubt -- is right out there, is hat as soon as 

	

10 	you drive up here you look out there and that is what we are 

	

11 	talking about, and that is what is in this room right here, 

	

32 	and we are behind you all the way. 

	

13 	 And, thank you for fighting for tomorrow's youth. 

	

14 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Thank you. 

	

15 	 The next person who signed up is Susan Miller. 

• 	14 	 MS. MILLER• Good morning. -Thank you for coming. 

	

17 	 Well, we have come a long way, and we have a long way 

	

18 	to go. 

	

19 	 I am Susan Miller. I am an environmental consultant, 

	

20 	and I live here in Mendocino. I want to thank the people 

	

21 	here and the people who are not here for working to protect 

	

22 	the earth. is want to thank the people for making the see life 

	

23 	here and for showing us examples. I want to thank the yeuncl 

	

24 	people for coming here. We love this plauu, and we love the 

	

25 	earth. 
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1 
	

I was put here in the program to help provide a 

	

2 
	

framework for this hearing and for your actions. 

	

3 
	

Sala Burton, Sylvia Coddington, and Kim Moonwater, who 

	

4 	have gone before us have been our inspiration, and Barbara 

0 	5 	Boxer continues to ca.rry the vision. 

	

6 	 This is the history of the ocean sanctuary movement: 

	

7 	ten years ago, the people of Mendocino and the Mendocino 
0 

	

8 	coast became aware of the oil companies and the federal 

	

9 	government's plans for adversely affecting the coast with 

	

10 	offshore oil development. We went all-out to fight Lease Sale 

	

11 	53. Starting in 1979, we had the Mendocino County Technical 

	

12 	Advisory Task Force on the Outer Continental Shelf, made up 

0 	13 	of a dedicated group of citizens, fishermen, retired oil 

	

14 	company employees, teachers, biologists, energy experts -= a 

	

15 	cross section of that community -- we studied the 
'fb 

	

16 	government's plans, and we concluded that any offshore oil 

	

17 	development was not worth the risk to the environment. 

	

18 	 The Carter administration's Secretary of Interior, 

	

19 	Cecil D.sndrus, came to the very same conclusion and deleted 

	

20 	the north and central coast of California from further 

0 
	

21 	considering of oil company plans. The Governor of 

	

22 	California, Jerry Brown, agreed and was an important figure 

	

23 	in this struggle. We knew that the use of renewable, • 

	

24 	nonpolluting energy resources, and fishing enhancement, were 

	

25 	companion issues. 

0 

Pike Court Reporting (805)658-77,0 



• 
	

1 	 Then the admini•zration changed to Reagan, Watt, and 

• 	2 	Hodel. More lease sales were planned for California, as well 

	

3 	as for other states. We realized that we were being tried 

	

4 	more than once for the same crime. We saw that the 

• 	5 	government was trying to keep us occupied by reacting to 

	

6 	their schemes; meanwhile, much of Alaska was leased, and so 

	

7 	was the Santa Maria Basin, more of Santa Barbara, more of the 
• 

	

8 	Gulf. 

	

9 	 In the midst of this, we came to the conclusion that 

• 	10 	we would not separate our fate from that of the Humboldt 

	

11 	coast, and that the compromise of saving Mendocino and 

	

12 	letting go of Humboldt is rejected. 

	

13 	 We care about the ruination of Alaska, the Gulf, and 

	

14 	Santa Barbara, and I would like to say: why don't you not 

	

15 	allow any more permits in Santa Barbara, too? 

	

16 	 In 1984, Rusty Norvell proposed the idea of ocean 

	

17 	sanctuary. Since our own Congressman Bosco favored 

411 
	18 	coMpromise and drilling, he asked Congresswoman Burton to 

	

19 	further the idea. Sala told Rusty that Congresswoman Barbara 

	

20 	Boxer was the right person for the job of carrying ocean 

	

21 	sanctuary through the house. By 1986, Barbara had written 

	

22 	her California Ocean Sanctuary Bill, and Senator Alan 

	

23 	Cranston had written his version. We were at the pc4nt then 

	

24 	where Barbara's bill started the revolution of defining total 

	

25 	and permanent protection for California. 
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1 	 Then Flo Norvell brought up the point that a national 

	

2 	grass roots coalition would be necessary to pass this bill in 

	

3 	Congress. Well, that sounded like an awful lot of work. So, 

to create a national movement here -- like ending the Viet 

	

5 	Nam War, or the right to choose abortion -- it just seemed 

	

6 	like a lot of work and a lot of time. It seemed hard. Could 

	

7 	we make a national movement and fight oil at the same time? 

	

8 	Could we let go of all of the stumbling blocks that the 

	

9 	federal government and the oil companies were putting in our 

	

10 	path to distract us from carrying on the revolution? Yes. 

	

U 	 A. major change occurred during the federal hearings 

	

12 	here In February. The communities united and proclaimed that 

	

13 	we would protect the ocean at all costs, and this message was 

	

14 	broadcast around the country by the media. We became 

	

15 	inspiration for other communities facing distructive and 

	

16 	disruptive corporate and governmental plans. 

	

17 	 This summer pollution in the waters off of the east 

	

18 	coast helped to unite the country in the realization that not 

	

19 	only California needed to be protected. Here we saw that our 

	

20 	national grass roots movement needed to embrace all of the 

2 	coastlines across the nation. We realized that we did have 

	

22 	the ocean sanctuary -- we have the ocean sanctuary now, and 

	

23 	all we need to do is to protect it. And, we need to get other 

	

24 	Neople to help. No one can give us what we already have. 

	

25 	And, we began to live the truth of ocean sanctuary. 

Pike Court Reporting (805)658-7770 



• 40 

I 0 

40 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1 

22 

23 

24 

25 	drilling. They couldn't picture beaches without oil, due to 

Ocean sanctuary started here, and has spread the 

2 

	

	revolution of awareness and sensitivity to the earth and 

nature. This movement is encompassing protection of the 

4 	land, the air, and of the earth's life, as well as the ocean. 

5 	 EveLy small act furthers this the goal, and it starts 

within each of us, connecting with ourselves, and connecting 

outward to others, to the ocean, to the earth, 

Thank you for coming. 

tApplausel 

CHAIR DAVIS: Thank you. 

The next speaker is Brandon Cusick. 

MR. CUSICK: Hello, my name is Brandon Cusick, and I 

have a dream. 

My dream is that one day I will bring any kids back to 

see the beautiful coast where I am growing up, and it will 

look as clear and as clean as it does today. 

I was in France last summer, and not only did I have a 

great time, I went to lots of interesting places, and I 

believe that the most important place was the famous town of 

Lourdes, a famous town where miracles have taken place, where 

handicapped people drink the holy water from a spring which 

lets them see, talk, or walk. 

On August 10, when I was there, I thought of my town. 

I told my French family about the threats of offshore oil 
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1 	the fact that all of the beaches in France are covered with 

	

2 	oil. 

	

3 	 I was thinking it would take a miracle to save the 

	

4 	Mendocino coast, so, I took my bicycle water bottle, and I 

	

5 	filled it with the water from Lourdes. Today I will take this 

water from Lourdes and pour it into our beautiful ocean. If 

	

7 	a miracle is what we need, then I hope that the holy water 

	

8 	from Lourdes will help my dream come true. 

	

9 	 [Applause] 

	

IO 	 I invite you to walk with me out to the headlands and 

	

11 	see the holy water nit the sea, because you are a big part of 

	

12 	the miracle that I an going to save our coast. 

	

13 	 Thank you. 

	

14 	 [Applause] 

	

15 	 CHAIR DAVIS: All right, I am going to call on one 

	

16 	more witness who wishes to speak in support of this 

	

17 	sanctuary, and then I want to call on the couple of people 

	

18 	who have had the courage to speak in opposition to it 

	

19 	well, no -- I mean I want to call on Robert Raymond, an 

	

20 	acting judge from Mendocino County. 

	

21 	 MR. RAYMOND: Mr. Chairman, members of the Commission. 

	

22 	 I think it important first to announce that I am a 

	

23 	credentialed Republican. I don't think it is important that 

	

24 	I am a Republican. I think it is important that you should 

	

25 	know that the action you contemplate -- and in which I must 
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1 
	

assume is virtually certain, from your initial comments -- is 

	

2 
	

an action which has the applause of every thinking person. 

	

3 
	

[Applause] 

	

4 
	

I thought it important to appear here, in order that 

	

5 
	

this meeting should not have the appearance of a Democratic 

	

6 
	

convention, altogether. 

	

7 
	

I echo the feelings of those who preceeded me: young ,• 

	

8 
	

Brandon Cusick; the young woman who pleaded with you for the 

	

9 
	

future of our children, our coast. 

• 	10 
	

I am going to heed the admonition to be brief, but 

	

11 
	

that yo-  might know that in the dark of night Republicans 

	

12 
	

share the feelings and sentiments of Democrats. 

	

13 
	

Let me tell you that I brought as Exhibit A the 

	

14 
	

picture of young Benjamin, my grandson, who will have his 

	

15 
	

first :birthday this weekend, and as I read about the world • 

	

16 
	

and observed what happens with it, I came to the conclusion 

	

17 
	

that what you do today can conceivably be a vital first step 

• 	18 
	

that Benjamin might have a world worthwhile to inhabit. 

	

19 
	

There are Democratic friends in back of me who know 

	

20 
	

that I have been to Sacramento to lobby the passage of 284, 

• 	21 	and that I am widely credited with the fact that at least it 

	

22 	got as far as the Governor's desk. I did meet with Senators 

	

23 	of the Republican persuasion who changed their vote, as you • 

	

24 	undoubtedly know. I have a very deep conviction that the 

	

25 	salvage of earth must begin somewhere, and ,I do believe that 

• 
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1 	today you can take that step. 

	

2 	 No thoughtful person, whatever his persuasion, can 

	

3 	read this recent article from the Wall Street Journal, about 

	

4 	whether -- though there may be oil out there , a it desirable 

	

5 	that we burn it? Is it desirable that we continue a policy 

	

6 	of proliferating in the atmosphere those things which cause 

	

7 	Benjamin's future to be very much in doubt? 

	

8 	 I am sure that each you in your positions are aware as 

	

9 	am I of the recent report of the Republica! Environmental 

	

10 	Protection Agency, and its forecast of the affect of 

	

11 	pollution in the atmosphere, and it forecast of a world 

	

12 	sianificantly "different" from the world that exists today, 

	

13 	and it continues -- the report predicted, however, that basic 

	

14 	requirements for food and water would be met in the United 

	

15 	States, though conceivably in the third world. 

	

16 	 And, so I have come here to say that there are 

	

17 	thoughtful Republicans -'- a great many of !Ir friends here, 

	

18 	today -- who applaud what you have in contemplation, who 

	

19 	believe that Benjamin and his friends are entitled to a world 

	

20 	better than that which affords basic food, and basic water. 

	

21 	 [Applause] 

	

22 	 For what I -- first of all, let me deride you for 

	

23 	depriving me in your opening comments, of many of the things 

	

24 	I would have said. I deeply appreciate the time that you so 

	

25 	deeply commit now to this consideration, and I do want you to 
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1 	know, once again, that the action that I must 2oresee from 

	

2 	your opening comments does have the applause of all )f the 

3 	thinking segment of the republican party. 

	

4 	 Thank you. 

	

5 	 [Applause) 

	

6 	 CHAP DAVIS: The Lieutenant Governor wanted to make a 

	

7 	comment. 

	

8 	 COMMISSIONER MC CARTHY: I just wanted to thank you, 

	

9 	sir, f that testimony. May your kind of Republican 

	

10 	flourish and multiple. 

	

11 	 Mr. Raymond, I served in the Legislature with Senator 

	

12 	Peter Baird of Marin Couvity, and Senator John Nejedly of 

	

13 	Contra Costa County -- both Republicans -- both man pro'; ided 

	

14 	inspirational leadership on a range of enviro,..lintal issuCs. 

	

15 	I only wish they were in the Legislature today. 

	

16 	 I would say, when you went to Sacramento to talk to 

	

17 	members of the Legislature, you did something beyond merely 

	

18 	appearing here, and making a good statement. What we 

	

19 	desperately need right now, and what so many in this audience 

	

20 	are providing, iz action beyond the initial words, action 

	

21 	that will cause a current of public opinion, action that is 

	

22 	directed right at elected officials, to get them to move on 

	

23 	this issue. It is not enough to fight this war year to year. 

	

24 	We ne6d permanent statutory protection, jnd this is what this 

	

25 	is all about. 
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1 	 CHAIR DAVIS: All right, in keeping with my earlier 

	

2 	comments of allowing the opposition 	express its 

	

3 	sentiments, I am calling on Mike Fergus from the Western Oil 

	

4 	and Gas Association. 

	

5 	 MR. FERGUS: Good morning, and thank you very much. 

	

6 	 Many of you dc know me. I have been following the 

	

7 	issue -- excuse me, I don't mean to turn my back on you, the • 

	

8 	Commission, but just for the sake of the audience -- many of 

	

9 	you do know me from over the years. I have been in on this 

	

10 	issue for about 10 to 15 years, and a basic thing that I 

	

11 	would like to impart to you is that we do appreciate app 

	

12 	understand where you are coming from, very seriously. It is 

• 	13 	not a case of a callous attitude. I would hope that you 

	

14 	would believe that, and I think that Richard Charters, Wesley 

	

15 	Chesbro, and Norman, will attest to that -- at least as to • 

	

16 	the genuineness -- thank you. 

	

17 	 My name is Mike Fergus, and I am a representative of 

• 	18 	the Western Oil and Gas Association, and it is commonly 

	

19 	referred to as WOGA. We represent approximately 60-member 

	

20 	companies that are responsible fu', Ale majority of 

	

21 	exploration, production, transportation, and marketing of oil 

	

22 	and gas in the seven western states, and many of vxmembers 

	

23 	have been involved in oil exploration and production 
• 

	

24 	activities off of California for a number of years. 

	

25 	 We would like to take this opportunity to convey to 
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1 	the Commission our industry's concern regarding the proposal 

	

2 	being considered here today. Such a proposal of placing 

	

3 	offshore areas off limits to any oil and gas exploration and 

	

4 	development, we believe, ignores information already provided 

	

5 	to the Commission, as well as its own self mandated 

	

6 	California Comprehensive Offshore Resources Study effort 

	

7 	presently under way. 

The Commission staff just completed the first phase of 

	

9 	this study. At the direction of the Commissioners, a series 

	

10 	of 13 public hearings and two public-forur workshops were 

	

11 	conducted throughout the summer. More than 370 participants 

	

12 	attended these hearings from San Diego to Eureka. As the 

	

13 	result of those public forums a CCORS -- acronym for the 

	

14 	study -- a CCORS study guide was released this past Thurliday 

	

15 	outlining the scope and purpose of that study. Of particular 

	

16 	interest is the Statement of Purpose: 

	

17 	 "The purpose of CCORS is to develop a broader 

	

18 	 understanding of the state's coastal environment, and 

	

19 	 its energy needs and sources. CCORS is intended to 

	

20 	 provide information to the Commission in determining 

	

21 	 if a particular offshore project is in the best 

	

22 	 interest of the state." 

	

23 	 Given this stated purpose, it would appear that 

	

24 	today's hearing reflects a prejudgment of that CCORS study 

	

25 	results. 
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1 	 Administrative decisions that can preempt the planning 

2 	process -- of which CCORS is an integral part -- venders the 

	

3 	vtudy effort, in our opinion, meaningless so far as offshore 

	

4 	energy resources are concerned. .  

	

5 	 Speaking of energy needs and resources, we must not 

	

6 	forget that California, along with our nation, has a 

	

7 	voracious appetite for oil and gas products. California 

	

8 	leads the world in gasoline consumption behind only the USSR 

	

9 	and the rest of the nation. Although our state is the fourth 

	

10 	largest producer of oil, nonetheless it too is a net importer 

	

11 	of oil, just as is the rest of the country. 

	

12 	 But, in spite of our voracious appetite for oil and 

• 	13 	gas, we continue to ignore one of our most perspective areas 

	

14 	for oil and gas discovery, and that is offshore California. 

	

15 	 The basis for the Commission's proposal seems to be • 

	

16 	the perception that offshore development poses a severe risk 

	

17 	to the environment, as well as the fishing and tourism 

• 	18 	industries. We believe, however, that the record speaks for 

	

19 	itself, and that the perceived risk is not supported by 

	

20 	actual facts 

	

21 	 [Remarks from audience.) 

	

22 	 -- an unbiased and an objective examination of Ulf 

	

23 	record will clearly show that offshore operations cat and do • 

	

24 	take pace in a compatible manner with other uses in the 

	

25 	coastal zone -- as evidenced by offshore Southern California, 

• 
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1 	and the economy dove:a there -- 

	

2 	 [Remarks from audience.] 

-- for example, since the offshore program began over 

	

4 	35 years ago, more than 30,000 wells have been drilled with 

	

5 	only four major spills in the entire nation's federal 

	

6 	offshore area -- 

	

7 	 [Remarks from audience.] 

	

8 	 of the four, one reached shore, the Santa Barbara 

	

9 	spill of '69, yet tbat same time span saw more than 10 

	

10 	billion barrels of oil and 72 trillion cubic feet of natural 

	

11 	gas produced. 

	

12 	 The local environmental record is just as impressive. 

	

13 	According to the U.S. Coast Guard data, covering the period 

	

14 	from January '80, through April '87, of the total number of 

	

15 	oil spill incidents less than five percent occurred as the 

	

16 	result of offshore petroleum, exploration, production, end 

	

17 	pipeline opexytions. Those incidents invorred a total of only 

	

18 	291 barrels of spillage, or -- on an average -- a-lly about 

	

19 	1.5 barrels per incident. 

	

20 	 Should the Commission's proposal be adopted it could 

	

21 	have a profound impact on the potential flow of millions of 

	

22 	dollars into the state treasury from oil development in the 

	

23 	stato's tide lands. 

	

24 	 From 1976 to 1987, revenues to the State of Califorr 

	

25 	totaled $3.5 billion dollars. The state education systei, 
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1 	state projects, energy research, and Parks and Recreation, to 

	

2 	name a few, have greatly benefited from these state tideland 

	

3 	revenues. California public higher education syst.--m received 

	

4 	almost $1 billion through the capital outlay fund from these 

	

5 	revenues. 

	

6 	 Given our outstanding of the historical reol;srd in 

	

7 	offshore operations, the numerous economic benefits to the 

	

8 	state from the development, and the nation's increasing 

	

9 	dependence upon unstable foreign sources for almost 50 

	

10 	percent of our oil and gas needs, we ask the Commission not 

	

11 	to arbitrarily eliminate any perspective offshore areas from 

	

12 	future exploration and production activities. 

	

13 	 We also urge the Commission to allow the CCORS effort 

	

14 	to provide the necessary information for future decisions 

	

15 	regarding potential energy development in state waters. 

	

16 	 We thank you for this opportunity to rkasent our 

	

17 	views, and would Se pleased to provide any information that 

	

18 	we can. 

	

19 	 Thank you very much. 

	

20 	 And thank you -- [directed to audience]. 

	

21 	 CHAIR DAVIS: I just want to challenge a couple of 

	

22 	remarks that you made. 

	

23 	 I happen to know that last month alone there were 

	

24 	three major accidents involving oil drilling. There was an 

	

25 	oil explosion in Southern California in Fillmore that burned 
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1 	for seven days, had about $5 million dollars worth of 

	

2 	property damage, and one worker was seriously injured. 

	

3 	 Again, in Southern California, in the San Fernando 

	

4 	Valley, Mobil's p&peline -- underground pipeline -- exploded 

	

5 	not once but twice, dumping about 210,000 gallons of oil in 

the L.A. River and on Ventura Blvd. Now, this is a pipeline 

	

7 	that the State Fire Marshall inspected within the last year, 

	

8 	and found to be safe. 

	

9 	 So, accidents are a fact of life with oil drilling. 

	

10 	No one can deny they can happen, and I think your assertion 

	

13 	that there has Teen only four accidents in a number of yeare, 

	

12 	just does not -- the facts belie that statement. 

	

13 	 MR. FERGUS: Offshore, sir? 

	

14 	 CHAIR DAVIS: No, oil drilling occurs onshore and 

	

15 	offshore. 

	

16 	 MR. FERGUS: Yes, it does, but I was referring to the 

	

17 	offshore realm, nationwide, as far as our industry's track 

	

18 	record is concerned. 

	

19 	 CHAIR DAVIS; Well, what about the explosion of 

	

20 
	

Occidental's in the north sea? That was offshore drilling, 

	

21 
	

and 167 people were killed. 

	

22 
	

MR. FERGUS: A gas line in the kitchen, that is 

	

23 
	

correct, sir. 

	

24 
	

CHAIR DAVIS: So, it is -- 

	

25 
	

(Remarks from audience.) 

'• 
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1 	 CHAIR DAVIS: -- you know, any industrial activity, 

2 	particularly oil drilling, is not without accidentz and it 

3 	is legitimate, I believe, for this Commission to take 

4 	whatever action it thinks is appropriate to protect this 

5 	coastline. 

6 	 I think it is also important to remember that this is 

7 	an issue that became part of the public debates • through the 

8 	actions of others -- Assemblyman Hauser, the action of the 

9 	Legislature, and the action of the Governor -- basically put 

10 	the question of whether or not this 214 miles of coastline 

11 	should be protected. So it is out there, it is under 

12 	consideration, and the people in the Congress may well get a 

• 	13 	misimpression. They may well feel that we don't care that 

14 	muci. exmt this 214 miles, so I believe it wus important to 

15 	come here to hie a meeting to discuss whether or not we 

16 	should protect these 214 miles and that decision, as to 

17 	whether the federal government will drill in this area, is 

18 	almost certainly going w be made before our study is 

19 	completed in late '89 and 1990. 

20 	 And, so for all of those reasons, we felt it was 

21 	important to come here to discuss declaring a sanctuary off 

22 	of this coastline. 

23 	 MR. FERGUS: We think CCOLS' effort is important, as I 

24 	know that you do, too, and that as one of the basis of our 

25 	concern. 
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1 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Is there anyone else in the audience 

	

2 	that would like to oppose the issue before us? 

	

3 	 MR. TAHRIR: I would like to know what a minor spill 

	

4 	is considered? 

	

5 
	

CHAIR DAVIS: I gather that is a rhetorical question? 

	

6 
	

MR. TAHRIR: What is considered a minor spill? 

	

7 
	

[Remarks Zrom audience.] 

	

8 
	

CHAIR DAVIS: Let's first -- I share your sentiments, 

	

9 
	

and they will be duly noted for the record. 

	

10 
	

What is your name? 

	

11 
	

MR. TAHRIR: Kevin Tahrir. 

	

12 
	

CHAIR DAVIS: Kevin? 

	

13 
	

MR. T 
	

R: Kevir' Tahri,r. 

	

14 
	

CHAIR DAVIS: All right, we will treat that as 

	

15 
	

testimony, and please enter that into the record. 

	

16 
	

Do you want to speak in opposition, sir? 

	

17 
	

MR. MARSH: Yes, sir. 

	

18 
	

CHAIR DAVIS: Please state your name fcr the record. 

	

19 
	

MR. MARSH: My name is Rogge Marsh. I am a ,gbologast. 

	

20 
	

I work for Exxon Company, U.S.A. 

	

21 
	

[Remarks from audience.] 

	

22 
	

COMMISSIONER MC CARTHY: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman. 

	

23 
	

CHAIR DAVIS: Yes. 

	

24 
	

COMMISSIONER MC CARTHY: I would like just the three 

	

25 
	

or four people that have hissed or called out when the last 
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or four people that have hissed or called cat when the last 

	

2 	witness was testifying to reverse the tables and imagine this 

	

3 	room was filled 97 percent with people who support offshore 

	

4 	oil drilling, and there was an environmentalist up here 

testifying. 

	

6 	 Now, you know where we are inclined to go on this 

	

7 	issue, and it is haportant that this Commission's hearing be 

	

8 	respected, and that includes allowing these witnesses to give 

	

9. 	their testimony without being hissed ar harrassed. 

	

10 	 Most of the audience understands that. I would just 

	

11 	ask the two or three who inn't to please-reatrain themselves. 

	

12 	 Thank you. 

	

13 	 MR. MARSH: Thank you. I appreciate that. 

	

14 	 I am a geologist, as I say, and I wanted to talk to 

	

15 	you today about dependence. You know, we geologists 

	

16 	particularly appreciate the fact that ci-wilization is very 

	

17 	dependent on what we get out of the earth, whether it is the 

	

18 	clay that is used for fillers in our tooth paste, or the lime 

	

19 	stone and the iron that goes into the buildings that we work 

	

20 	and live in, or the oil that we use to make synthetic fibers 

	

21 	for our clothes, or put in our cars to drive here today. 

	

22 	 In the United States we are eiopecially dependent on 

	

23 	oil, as I am sure you know, two-thirds of our energy comes 

	

24 	from petroleum. and this is probably an historical thing 

	

25 	that results from the fact that for many years, for most of 
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1 	this century in fact, the United States was the largest oil,--  

	

2 	producer in the world, and we provided 80 percent of the oil 

	

3 	that the allies used in two world wars. However, with all of 

	

4 	this historical production that we see today, our production 

	

5 	is declining. 

	

6 	 Last year production declined in the United States 4.5 

	

7 	percent. That doesn't sound like much, but it is the largest 

	

8 	drop that has occurred in the last 13 years. At the same 

	

9 	time, our consumption is going up, as it has in the last 

	

10 	three out of the last four years, we've used more petroleum 

	

11 	than we did the year before. 

	

12 	 Of course, with production going down and consumption 

	

13 	going up, imports from foreign sources have to make up tha 

	

14 	difference. We now depend on -- 40 percent of all of the 

	

15 	petroleum, liquid petroleum that we use, comes from sources 

	

16 	outside of the United States. And, it looks like that is 

	

17 	going to get worse. The Department of Energy just released a 

	

18 	study that anticipates that imports will grow 6 percent in 

	

19 	1938, and they project almost 8 percent in 19S9. 

	

20 	 So, we are, in many ways -- the reason I am here 

today, one of the reason is, because we appear to 	painting 

	

22 	ourselves into an energy corner. Now, we have some bptions 

	

23 	of course, using less is perhaps the best option -- and I am 

	

24 	sure that would nest with your approval -- 

	

25 	 [Applause.] 
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• 

but, that appears to be very difficult to do in an era when 

	

3 	we are paying less for gasoline than we did five years ago. 

	

4 	Renewable energies and synthetics are good ideas, and I 

	

5 	couldn't agree more, but the economics are impossible today, 

	

6 	and coal and nuclear have some really severe environmental 

	

7 	problems, as again most of you know. 

	

8 	 As a geologist I look at these options, and I see that 

	

9 	our best option to stem this increasing reliance -- this 

	

10 	increasing dependence on foreign oil -- is coming from 

	

11 	continuing to look for the oil that is in our piece of -the 

	

12 	rock. 

	

13 	 The California offshore has always been a good place 

	

14 	to look for oil, at least over the last 20 years. In the last 

	

15 	20 years, the largest oil fields have bean found -- the 

	

16 	largest oil fields that have been found in the United States, 

	

17 	15 percent of those -- six of them -- have been found of:7i 

	

18 	California. 

	

19 	 Well, what about the state waters off Mendocino and 

	

2G 	Humboldt Counties? Is there enough oil to worry about? 

	

21 	Well, as a geologist I have been around long enough, and I 

	

22 	guess I am humble enough to say that I don't know,. but I also 

	

23 	know that no one else can predict whether oil is out there or 

	

24 	not. The only reliable geologist we've ever found is the 

	

25 	drill bit. The earth that we depend on has spread its natural 
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1 	resources in rather unreliable and quixotic distributions. 

Leasing Cal,_fornia state water bottoms is not likely to solve 

either the U.S.'s energy problems, or California's, but then 

4 	a nation as large and diverse as ours has never relied on a 

5 	single area for its energy. It has relied on all areas: 

6 	California, Alaska, Texas. 

7 	 And, now with our production declining this concept is 

8 	even more valuable than before. This area, along with the 

9 	other areas of the United States are still our best options 

10 	for 'solving our energy problems. 

11 	 It is difficult for me to understanding the objections 

12 	to the industry as I look at the offshore drilling ► ecord. 

13 	The industry has 21 platforms in the water today, in offshore 

14 	waters, and we introduce about less than two gallons of 

15 	hydrocarbons into the water each day. You can contrast this 

16 	with the oil seeps off Santa Barbara which each day put out 

17 	25,000 gallons. 

144 	 The concern over the production platforms' impact on 

19 	air quality is difficult for me to understand, too. The 

20 	average diesel platform emits air emission like about a dozen 

21 	diesel trucks. 

22 	 The concern for tourism: when I see thee Santa 

23 	Barbara's tourist spen&ing has doubled since 1980. 

24 	 -The fish catch: since 1968 it has grown off California 

25 	over 400 percent. 
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1 	 Now, speaking again as a geologist, I can't tell yrAl 

	

2 	that the state waters will ever produce any oil and gas, but 

	

3 	I can say for certain, that if they are never leased they 

	

4 	will never help us reduce our dependency on oil -- on foreign 

	

5 	oil. 

	

6 	 Now, I realize the current perception of a glut. It 

	

7 	makes it difficult for us to worry about energy, but let's 

	

8 	don't forget the lesson we learned in the '70s: that 

	

9 	everything including energy supply is cyclical. What we've 

	

10 	got too much of -- or more than enough of today -- is surely 

	

11 	going to be in short supply tomorrow. 

	

12 	 Thank you. 

	

13 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Let me just ask a couple of questions. 

	

14 	 It is my understanding that about 85 percent of the 

	

15 	oil that is produced in California is produced onshore, so, 

	

16 	only about 15 percent of the oil generated by California -- 

	

17 	and we are the -- as someone said, and you may have said it 

	

18 	or your predecessor may have said -- that we are the fourth 

	

19 	largest producer of oil in the country. Only about 15 

	

20 	percent of that is produced offshore, and the balance is 

	

21 	produced onshore. 

	

22 	 MR. MARSH: I don't have that number in my head. 

	

23 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Well, those are the statistics that 

	

24 	staff gave me, and I have reason to believe that that is the 

	

25 	case. 
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MR. MARSH: I will take your word for it. 

	

2 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Also, I, at one point, talked to the 

	

3 	president of a very major oil company -- on the same 

	

4 	magnitude as Exxon -- and I said, "Every tin( we take an 

	

5 	action out here the Deoartment of Interior is always trying 

	

6 	to bang us over the head saying we are not doing our part to 

	

7 	meet the nation's energy needs." 

	

8 	 I said, "What if we drilled every known site onshore 

	

9 	and offshore in the United States? To what extent could we 

	

10 	diminish our dependency on foreign oil?" 

	

11 	 He said, "Maybe one percent." 

	

12 	 So, this whole argument about needing to pump oil to 

	

13 	make us energy independent is just bogus. It will never 

	

14 	happen. We don't have the capacity to do it. 

	

15 	 [Applause] 

	

16 	 The real challenge is to make Detroit make energy 

	

17 	efficient cars, and to be looking beyond, you know, a fossil 

	

18 	fuel economy. At least to be making some preparations for 

	

19 	the day when the planet can produce the fossil fuel that To: 

	

20 	need. • 	21 	 MR. MARSH: I think that is an excellent idea. 

	

22 	 CHAIR DAVIS: I rest my case. 

	

23 	 MR. DELL: I would like to respectfully request -- I 

	

24 	have expert testimony, which is extremely important and just 

	

25 	happens to fit in with this, and while it is fresh in the 
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1 	people's mind, I would like to address this testimony now. 

	

2 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Well, let me put teat imam asides for a 

	

3 	monent. 

	

4 	 Is there anybody else in the room that would like to 

	

5 	speak in opposition to this proposed oil and gas sanctuary 

	

6 	designation? 

_- 

	

7 	 Ml. DELL: Mr. Chairman -- 

	

8 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Do you want to speak in o?position, sir? 

	

9 	 MR. DRLL: Opposition? No. 

	

10 	 CHAIR DAVIS: I am looking to see if there is anyone 

	

11 	else that wants to speak in opposition? 

	

12 	 [No response.] 

	

13 	 All right. 

	

14 	 What I prop-one we do, and I wal be guided by the 

	

15 	reaction of the audience. The Lieutemp-, fm-Irnor has a 

	

16 	commitment he has to make. I want to enable h-m to record 

	

17 	his vote, open the roll to do that prior to his departure. 

	

18 	 I am also willing to record my vote at that time; 

	

19 	however, if you people who took the time to costae hert4 would 

	

20 	like me to stay to continue to hear your testimww, then I 

	

21 	will not record my vote Intl.' you have concluded;  so that 

	

22 	anyone who wants to speak here has been given the opportunity 

	

23 	to do so. 

	

24 	 So, what I am really saying is, would you like to see 

	

25 	an of Zicial action by the Commission now? 

4 
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1 	 Even if it means that many of you who have come here 

	

2 	today won't have the opportunity to come up here and- testify: 

	

3 	is that all right? 

	

4 	 [Applause.1 

	

5 	 MR. DELL: Mr. McCarthy, sir. 

	

6 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Are you objecting to the sentiments, that 

	

7 	were just recorded? 

MR. DELL: No, I have something to say that won't take 

	

9 	long. I have something very important to say. 

	

10 	 CHAIR DAVIS: All right, fine, come up. 

	

11 	 MR. DELL: My name is Cecil Dell, and I thank you very 

	

12 	much for coming. 

	

13 	 When we had our hearings in Fort Bragg I got 

	

14 	concerned, especially about the geological problems in the 

	

15 	Point Arena Basin. They are planning to put 12 wells there. I 

	

16 	wrote to Barbara Boxer's office asking for a geological 

	

17 	survey of that area. It was sent to me -- a very precise 

	

18 	document. It was -- it says: "A reported deficiency in the 

	

19 	geological and marine safety assessments of the draft 

	

20 	environmental impact statement for OCS Lease Sale 91." 

	

21 	 Now, it goes on and on and on with the deficiencies, 

	

22 	but the one that I want to bring to your attention is that 

	

23 	those 12 wells are scheduled to be put right on top of the 

	

24 	San Andreas fault. If that fault shifts one foot, WC- final 

	

25 	have every major platforms with all of those pipes shattered 
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11 

12 	on Taiwan. On board were 400,000 barrels of crude petroleum. 

13 	The noteworthy thing about this sticky black cargo was its 

14 	source, the United States." 

15 	 We are selling our oil to foreign countries. I don't 

16 	get it. So, I wrote Barbara. Boller again. "How much oil are 

17 	we selling?" They went into a real deep study, and went 

18 	against a brick wall, but this is what they found out: each 

19 	month, so far as they can determine, we are exporting $2.4 

20 	million worth of oil out of this country. We are exporting 

21 	petroleum products worth $346.5 million a month cut of this 

22 	country. 

23 	 If you were to extrapolate that out, in a year's time, 

24 	it would far exceed all of the oil that could be out there. 

25 	We are giving it away. It doesn't make serge to m 

0 

• 

• 

12 

• 
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have every major platforms with all of those pipes shattered 

at the ocean bottom. There is absolutely no way in the 

w--id to clean that up or to stop it -- none. 

That is the first thing I want to say. 

The second thing I would like to say is that the 

Department of Interior has been telling us all along about 

energy independence -- we have to drill because of energy 

independence. I want to read you something that came from 

Asia Week  Magazine, okay? 

"No one noticed, or hardly anyone, when a few weeks 

ago a rather special tanker docked in the Republic of China 
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Next point. She also -- Barbara Boxer's office told me 

that the problem is not so much that we are exporting oil, it 

	

3 	is that, we don't have a national oil policy. 

	

4 	 So, I get -- the paper comes in, and I go, "By God, 

the U.S. is easing out of fuel standards. They are dropping 

it from 27 to 26 miles per gallon, instead of getting up 

around 30. Just that one mile-per-gallon drop, again exceeds 

all of the oil that could be possibly sitting out there. I 

	

9 	don't get it, okay? 

	

10 	 The next thing I want to put out here is that there 

	

11 	was a study -- we are talking about there is all of this 

	

12 	energy, nobody is doing anything about it, okay, according to 

	

13 	K.O.E. Goring, [sic.) an agriculture engineer at the 

	

14 	University of Illinois, and a pioneer researc,Aer in 

	

15 	agricultural 	the potential market for soy bean oil as 

	

16 	diesel fuel is practically unlimited. /:n the average year, 

	

17 	American farmers burn 50.7 .atric tons of soy beans -- turn 

	

18 	out metric tons of soy b2ans, easily yielding, in terms of 

	

19 	energy, the equivolence of 1.7 billion gallons of fuel,  

	

20 	diesel fuel. He sayt we can do this today, no problem. Why 

	

21 	isn't the government providing any money for alternative 

	

2'2 	energy? Why are they standing here wanting to come out here 

	

23 	and drill? I don't get it, okay. 

	

24 	 Now, okay, we are summarizing, We got the Point Arena 

	

25 	Basin sitting on the San Andreas fault; we got tankers 
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1 	shipping oil out to Japan and Taiwan, and we can't even find 

out how much is going to -- I would like you to find that 

3 	out, it would be very interesting to publish that fact some 

4 	day -- we don't have an energy policy; the gas companies, the 

5 	automotive industry, is screwing us over; we are not getting 

alternative energy supplies under way. 

Something stinks, okay? I have just figured out what 

8 	it was. Ronald Reagan has just taken a shit in his own bed, 

9 	but I have just been informed that senile old men do things 

10 	like this. 

11 	 Now, the other thing that I would like to point out is 

12 	that Jack Acevido is running around on the radio, in the 

13 	press, telling everybody that Barbara Boxer's Sanctuary Bill 

14 	he= been modified to allow the dumping of nuclear submarines 

15 	off of our coast. That is a blatant lie. 

16 	 Thank you. 

17 	 [Applause] 

18 	 CHAIR DAVIS: All right, again I want to thank 

19 	everybody for coming, for their patience and for their 

20 	willingness to accommodate the Lieutenant Governor's 

21 	schedule, but I do think we have heard a representative 

22 	sample of opinion. 

23 	 I personally have heard nothing that would dissuade me 

24 	from my bias to extend the sanctuary protections that now 

25 	apply to 66 percent of the coast, to the 214 miles not 
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1 	covered in Mendocino and Humboldt Counties. 

	

2 	 [Applause] 

	

3 	 The action we will take here today is unprecedented. 

	

4 	The Lands Commission has never done this before, but I think 

• 5 	it is absolutely essential to send a message to the next 

	

6 	Congress and the next President that these 214 miles are not 

	

7 	fair game, that -- 

	

8 	 [Applause] 

	

9 	 -- the Interior Department should keep its hands off 

	

10 	of this coast. This coast is not only beautiful, but it -- 

	

11 	well, the coast is beautiful and it contributes importantly 

	

12 	to the economy of this community and to the state. 

• 13 	 I have heard nothing that suggests to me that the 

	

14 	risks involved in oil drilling, the complications of the 

	

15 	weather, the difficulty of cleaning up an oil spill, in any 

	

16 	way will be compensated by revenues generated from drilling. 

	

17 	 If at some point, 2, 3, -- 400 years from now, the 

10 	18 	price of oil is $200 to $300 per barrel, and if some future 

	

19 	Lands Commission members think it makes sense to drill at 

	

20 	that price, let them make that decision, but when we are 

• 21 	talking about $14 a barrel oil on one side of the equation, 

	

22 	and the Mendocino Humboldt coastline on the other, then there 

	

23 	is no question in my mind of what to do. • 	
24 	 [Applause] 

	

25 	 In January, the Interior Department came here to 
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1 	plunder this coast. Leo and I have come here to protect it. 

2 	 And, with that I would like to move that this body 

3 	declare the Humboldt and Mendocino coastline, not presently 

	

4 	so protected, an oil and gas sanctuary. 

	

5 	 [Applause] 

	

6 	 That is only one vote. We have to let the Lieutenant 

	

7 	Governor speak and then cast his vote. 

	

8 	 COMMISSIONER MC CARTHY: Mr. Chairman, I am proud to 

play a role in protecting the Humboldt and Mendocino Counties 

	

10 	coast and state waters. 

	

11 	 This is only the first step today. Today we are 

	

12 	sending the signal: we want to end this tug of war. 

	

13 	 The next step -- and I vow to take it -- is to create 

	

14 	an ocean san4tuary under federal law to apply this same 

	

15 	doctrine to federal waters. 

	

16 	 [Applause] 

	

17 	 I confidently and proudly support your motion to 

	

18 	declare these state waters an ocean sanctuary. 

	

19 	 [Applause] 

	

20 	 CHAIR DAVIS: The Chair will recognize one final 

	

21 	speaker. 

	

22 	 MS. LEWALLEN: Yes, my naus is Eleanor Lewallen, of the 

	

23 	Ocean Protection Coalition, and a sea vegetable harvester. 

	

24 	 On behalf of all of the pecple of Mendocino County, 

	

25 	would like to thank you and give you shirts that say 
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"California Ocean Sanctuary'. 

	

2 	 You are causing a ripple effect that is going to 

	

3 	change the world. You are being responsible. 

	

4 	 Thank you. 

	

5 	 [Applause] 

	

6 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Thank you, 

	

7 	 MS. LEWALLEN: We Wont you to wear that in CoOgrees as 

• 	
8 	you work on the California Ocean Sanctuary and Fisheries 

	

9 	Protection Act, and make it national, thank you. 

S 
	10 	. This one is for Claire Dedrick, who is the ExectAtive 

	

11 	Director of tuat State Lands Commission. Thank you so such 

	

12 	for being responsible to California. 

13 

	

14 	 [Pause in proceedings while shirts are handed out.) 

15 

• 	
16 	 CHAIR DAVIS: Finally, I want to thank all of you who 

13 

	

17 	have travelled from some considerable distance to be here, to 

	

18 	4Pmpress your support for this action. As I said, I think it 

	

19 	will send a clear message to the Songress, a clear message to 

	

20 	the Int-r Lepartment, and a clear message to the Governor 

	

21 	of this state, to keep his hands off the Mendocino and 

	

22 	Humboldt coast. 

	

23 	 This is a magnificant area. It is now designated -- 

	

24 	at least in state waters -- an oil and gas sanctuary, and if 

	

25 	there is no further businecs 
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1 	 Is this really important? I am about to close -- 

	

2 	 UNIDENTIFIED MEMBER OF AUDIENCE: I just wanted to 

	

3 	know if written statements can be added to the record? 

	

4 	 CEAZR DAVIS: Yes. Actually, that is a good point, 

	

5 	and thank you for raising that. 

	

6 	 There were a number of you -- and I very much 

	

7 	appreciate your patience and tolerance on this issue -- a 

	

8 	number of you who came here prepared to testify, and if you 

	

9 	would please provide the Commission with your written 

	

10 	testimony, Claire Dedrick is the woman in the yellow jacket, 

	

11 	and she will accept that testimony, and we will include it in 

	

12 	the official record of these proceedings. 

	

13 	 Thank you again. This special meeting of the Linda 

	

14 	Commission stands adjourned. 

15 

16 

17 

	

18 	[Adjourned at 12:15 p.m.] 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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NOYO WOMEN FOR FISHERIES 
POST OFFICE BOX 137 • FORT BRAGG, CA 95437 

October 26,1988 

• 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE STATE LANDS COMMISSION: CONSIDERATION 

(F WHETHER TO ESTABLISH AN OIL AND GAS LEASING SANCTUARY 

ZONE COVERING STAT7*IIWNED TIDE AND SUBMERGED LANDS WITHIN 

MENDOCINO-AW4- HUMBOLDT CUUNTIES 

Noy, Women for Fisheries is an autonomous organization of 

women concerned about issues which affect the Northern 

California fishing industry. Based in the coastal eammunifir 

of Fort Bragg, California, our membership is unique. Our 

members represent a full spectrum of Northern California 

fisheries---salmon, sablefish, rockfish, crab, sole, herring, 

shrimp, and sea urchins plus a broad spectrum of related 

businesses---seafood processors, retailers, /ear and hardware 

suppliers and oz ,7-- swiport facilities. 

We urge you to establish an oil and gas leasing sanctuary 

zone covering state-owned tads and submerged lands within 

Mendocino and Humbodlt counties. Also, that no oil end 

gas leasing or development would be allowed within the 

designated santuary zone. We would hope that your staff 

would refrain from accepting applications for oil and 

gas leasing or development within the sanctuary zone. 

• 

• 

• 



• 

If there should be oil development along our coast the 

impact of an oil spill would be devasting to our fisheries. 

Without a strong, zt...mmerical fishing industry our local 

comuunity would suffer great financial loss. Noyo Women 

for Fisheries feel that the commercial fishing industry 

on the Mendocino Coast is too important to be jeopardized 

by gas and oil development. Please, give us what you have 

given other California counties, an oil and gas sanctuary 

area along Mendocino and Humboldt county. 

ko 



The Fortituous Timing Of Oil Disasters in April and May of 1988 

By 

Jacques R. Helfer 

Note: Mr. Helfer is a World War II veteran, an internationally known 

naturalist, a teacher, a respected newsnarer columnist and the author 

of many technical scientific articles and popular books. His books 

include "The Natural History Of Mendocino," "The Mendocino zoological 

Staircase," "99 Birds Of The Mendocino Coast." "Trees And Treelike 

Shrubs Of The Mendocino Coast," "The Redwood Titanso" "flow To Know 

The Rocks And Minerals" and "How To Know The Grasshoppers, Crickets, 

Cockroaches And Their Allies," the last having been republished in a 

new edition by Dover in February of 1988. 

`c. 

• 

• 

For more than 50 years my home has been on an ocean bluff just 

north of Mendlcino. Watchink storms and sunsets, fishing, observing 

the birds, walking the beaches and sometimes composing poetry or -

painting the scene I have enjoyed the clean.natural surroundings. - 

Because of my special training and interests 1 have studied the-- 

flora and fauna of the intertidal zone in more detail than most people 

and so I could point to a great many specific examples of cmatures 

that would be adversely affected if we had oil spills in this area. 

in the interest of brevity 1 will mention just three intertidal 

beetles of the family Staphylinidae (Rove Beetles) that would not 

survive an oil spill of any substantial size. Two of these, Diaulota, 

and Liparocephalus, are diminutive predators that hide in cracks in 

rocks when the tide comes in. Utilizing little bubbles of air they 

• carry with them they are able to remain submerged for some houri, 

emerging to feed at low tide. Diaulota is entirely dark in color bat 

Liparocephalus usually has the head, rronotun and legs orange colored. 



J. Helfer-Fortuitous Time Of Oil Disasters in April and May of 1988 Fan 

Living on ocean beaches another local Rove Beetle is conspicuOusly 

• 	hairy and has the front legs modified and somewhat shovel-like for 

digging in the sand. Yellowish with a black pattern end measuring 

almost 3/4 inch in length this is Thinopinus rictus, the Beach Rove 

Beetle. 

In my newspaper columns I have mentioned Cormorant Island, just 

off the Mendocino Headlands, which has an important sea bird breeding 

• 

	

	colony and which has been designated as an area of special ecological 

importance, supposedly enjoying special protection. 

For years the TV news has been showing us in detail what happens 

to sea birds and shore birds that are fouled with oil. Oil companies-

and government agencies do not bother to deny that oil spills produce 

ecological disasters. Instead they try to persuade us that such 

disasters are all in the past. The oil industry has learned its 

lessons, they suggest, and we now have little or nothing to fear from 

oil comrany ouerationi. 

How this works was shown when Public Affairs Manager Rich C. 

Hansen of the Shell Oil Company published a reassuring letter to the 

editor 'in the Mendocino Beacon late in April. "In the 20 years since 

the Santa Barbara channel blowout's he said "the technology of offshora, 

drilling and production have improved dramatically and I believe our 

environmental records prove *mat fact." 

As it happened the 175,000 gallon Martinez Oil-Spill ()poured at 

the same time that Rich Hansen's letter was appearing in the Beacon. 

The oil spill at Suisun Bay was an ecological disaster but the timing 

of the f.-Apty words and false assurances of PR man Rich Hansen's letber-

could not have been more dramatic or oetter timed. 

• 

• 
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4P 	 Just a few days later Shell Oil Co.'s Norco, Louisiana operation 

suffered major damage when its cracking plant exploded. Sever haMan 

lives were lost and 	property damage ran into the millidns et.. 
AD dollars. About .1% of the U.S.A.'s gasoline production was ltist'th 

that explosion. 

As shown by the February 3-4, 1988 Oil Hearings at EigleW -KAII 

• 	in Fort Bragg. public opinion is virtually unanimously Opposed to oil. 

exploration and development along. the northerh California•coaet The 

reasons for this overwhelming orrnsition are riallYi._vOriedeind compell1ngr., 
- 	 - 

No pressing need for the oil-: hat may- lie'beneath thecontinenta.1 e40,14-J 

has been shown. Recent events prov'e beyond dispute that- oit.00;:f 

operations are hazardous.-  I urge-eVeiyone:ioactively 

• 

• 
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Oct. 25, 1988 

To: Ca. State Lands Commission 

From: Cathy Finigan 

My name is Cathy Finigan and I was born in San Francis.* and raised in 
Arcata which is on the Humboldt County coast. I have lived in Ukiah for the 
past fourteen years and come to the coast often for rest as well as bil83081173. 

The Humboldt County coast is absolutely spectacular. As a child my-wonder-
fUl father took us kids, all five of us, to the beach often. The beach was 
a part of our lives. We went to the beach in any kind of weather- on a clear 
windy day or in the pouring rain. It didn't matter. If we wanted to go to the 
beach, we went and we loved it. We even went to the beach in the black of night. 
It was in the pitch black that us kids discovered little flourescent organisms 
in the sand that glowed in the dark. It was a childhood experience that I 
will never forget. I wonder_if children of the future will be so lucky. The 
beauty of this place never ceases to amaze me, and continues to nurture me and 
leave me in awe. 

What makes the protection of this coast so important is that it is so-
vastly beautiful, rich in resources and so uniquely accessible to all Americans, 
rich and poor alike. 

It is hideous to think of drilling for oil in this excuisite piece of 
America. 

- Just as it is against the law to even soil the American flag which is 
just a symbol, a mere piece of cloth, it must be against the law to soil the 
real 

 
"America, the Beautiful", Mich is right out here within our grasp. 

To establish an ocean sanctuary is our patriotic obligation! 

Sintterely, 

4 

Cathy Finigan 
704 N. Oak St.- 

, Ult. 9482 
(7O?) 462-2819 

• 

• 



• • =IN M.,. 	 .= In I • • 111R. CP-A-med7,1-41 
ecri ylivr  ov.  

	_Pi 	e 

6.474--V  

14-ccicF.  

Ole Ocotro 
9 	

14 4- esiv(KDNito 

C,( )̀6 	CEAlia.12  

	ye; a 75 e CO  

/169/(6-- 	/fil i fizir_44/ 4  Ai.  . 

Ay /9-6  2-74/E  ei-/g/g712,94/  	 
o 	4/10, C/A7e5—  z 	 cS%derg ezoulf3__ 

ALOa-Xf714/6-  OVEi2____6  c  AtEgl_se&WS  27/  

/41/(700  ,(16 `Y- 	 21  44-64)  
cat..wir 

figlAzoinemro  g/i/u/4.01  /14- 	,/i 6&707-6-1-  

uizi/L,,C= 	 CO iti&- 1 

//vvez-v 	ALAJ65yet 63-  o'• 
• • t9t  

7r/ /7/674967h (P/C.  

7 	rl'e_te11.6;417(6_0  eag_atesi s u"---  
• ____WOOVA,"9-A/OS ///eZE  /110 /z(Ce4 

(i7_464yiree 	/,  6 ei.e 	_.-7717447Eietrifily 
AtF azt/C6-4-.•0 	  • 

A/oielt7J 

#1-e_,Toi< Lai  71-/-C OZ/4y t!'--Aftl:/4.///4_419-4V7P/4/  e71 	 

• e‘fe_R__ 	 1-1-eZ17;e7 c Wittr_Wel$:___A- 



•1 	 • 

Ceqt971/6  di ee--)1/9/111/4/CiEtW_ 

e)P 	-5P;g.  /9-77o.V_ 5A- ___Sii..C7E-444A/Ce= 41&--  7411}(16-  

uJ fre,/L-5,50-,C, 	/1/ 6.&.--)ciaswyeru.s-,_____ 

aun t  

P6C4535a...eSzs V feee,/ve/tifG e3c  it02,40/7-47;c;A)  

_ea_oe c_o#9srux-e- 

_____D 0 02_ Go0-95 	 Cade__ olegpqe4.(47-  

.4)oeco 	c=am 
7,4 r 

.e6w, 
 	 /44 	 6-- P604091Z-- :,—/-4 .11A) 

_,a)Odge&-vo 	 -79e" 
ca<  

,.SVLS.-7-&-21/ idgffr,0 74Wrisue 5 	yewies 

'71411(945/ 	 7: .0,6,14,?0,411:45 
. 	gear/ 7 /4) "Aft c3025:, 04voi 

_____t. Mier-ice( 6#/.. ___4/c) 	d6/.49,1,7  

X-/-,25" avici&r— 	PpeLSS 	_&)erehtePLE," 

/7--T 7.44&--  4/ 	rf- Cce-4e 	ex) 4afpx4zeitircA/ 

	

57;46076z31 _095 79- 	 

--Alm n t/t/ rov/x/ 	 oleae.< a 	 71/47-00-71-15 	 

	

fll up /tifdez#71g/X/&-Z;e 	aeiC 

ftei2156 	L//9-6/z/-7-1/ cer,-7s_ 



feArsie) hie 74-1-. 

-77-1eas4:4/ex- 	 /K idwrehi dag_ deElteit45,;)9,1 

• _ 	 cW.S #1-5 .z3..S.ri afoltoW/Aficep 

CAA/ p://v.o__ 	 tebT4try 	0 cet< 

_____W _1 L D _/11&/,ea/thfigNr___ 

j 	 t7,4' 

Ceez/r/r/6-_--3--  ctvr-icocie - .71$rkic--  Ace T 

ikcew 	v 1_&--it://y9ae .40&--26-742/1mAir,f40 
„Reer-  //ti.soo_ _.D9f://iNdo oce5irt-Al 

,5)9/v8i6Aey, A7-610-/,  ;27 f 9/tri--  4.441X,7 75 AWL= 

• — O- 	e /17/1/1- 	/116-7-  aew/&-zenrow-K - 

Poi 
777‘6.-  6 1 7/q Z-C77/PM 	-yht9r.  

-the _AlifOtegir_ 	&eX9/ 5-  

	

t tt Ps _ ./--eezif  -river 	 oie„ 

(4 	J/1401437;ey Nyhl ek, 	 _rtifegerL. 

_ 40 Xyge-7d _,,‘1 117/4/(40 	 ,a4e.Afrovo 
_Namci":41 	 &eh/ i s, oprcpaese 

	

TAE 	 or 

	

2, 	 /Ilezia< .74.--€7•44774ox/ e4,7-71 _ 

	

-.40/;/ so/e,. 	C.404/707;ie ,74e&v.*-)  copoorge) 



• 	49AR..k1:4/nCiel-40mia,)9 	 1.-6;59- 11  

/44 -Zct-e--y..)  /7/6.e-ez-)  oit.-)geeefx5e 	-cez-us• 

• 
/4/ 27-110 

.D41,71791Mezeri_IZ_ZazZCze  
A 	 Cern./,—,fry0:enreo  

P4e7' 
lat,_Let226enrifair.W.  /A) Oeve-24,05_,elfeS____I 

_i;eJe6Qiac/o/v74.-64-C--  
&,z oe- 1/n-aZiem 	 dee;_41 

• 
	4ev  Aee,e71e/11  	 AZ -40.1,4&S  

g $,/1-61v41 	ce/c/z_-:Ale60- 	 yieS • /.1i)  

46.9•€,42,  	
inpvezifts  

5‘15eilicti  

779 /the Obi/v(5er Az__";i7,-.6)4)  

7,1_54. 	 xzepe- ,e)e•  

64/1/T;91-4/;" of    Le.p_______egziffp<  0 fe:  

<S-001-z,t, 	 //t./ tile),Ot_te4-r67 	.5- t-C. 	 \ I 
__C_Cz;42  

`` I 	 ,ery-7-%/tif  ecxe 
aete___ce/4-76-45 	 _fip/15 

Sy5-7-6-7146 



14AI kimi.,ea4c 	 5P09%-ao 	--C7 4-0111-C - - 
le i&FS, 

I 1-94/1/4 4_93 .c7/9 itefr 2444 z- r eew_yre, 
_579 	 ziimz,42s-__ go .5,055.- aoc- 

en,14-= 
_001-- 	e7.1 A oe.,04ve --- 	,,-7/-•xsw 

--272e7-1 	/A05-  ,e3i-C4/ 	_ //i441- 

.147h ----- 	 frx-d21 adi/C6 1,4Wie 

74;'-‘6-zeiVrh)/ce, 	-7-ifzec-7.• ..03>e 

.40 (∎  _V 	..ciZ37Q4Pilli/077 

• 	57 	 .esc7/-dietA 

i4A 	OU 4- 60,A7-  / 	 7:64 	 

) 1;46S___te/500Z7*e , 	e3 /7  
/flys ii hlotot 

:711-)s 	Ivor' A-  /96Msoiv f -ssue; _ Ay< 9 	Z- ,94)  626W_ tO 	 yrz_cr ie/Aerici evavigik704ma s.%-5....  ey4escv  

e,474e A6 	 'e71701(74-  welf4_ 
_ ___froRdgq-61,0-eyv ).„ts--,9„yr ge(99-6. 7-e2e 	 - 

eim45.&-Zr4f,40/0 	(_-/4i1 eioikye pq_eic Mciestsuey . 
.gric-ft/PAe. 	Ae,e-/-ezc; 



-tioCt) 0970 Lug': 6-tcopT- 

,e,e)fr d5 szen/ftwel dgowts 
744tAi& 

_ 	 74e- -251-77-rzt j  //4-p&:1 4./?v-rti -C-05- 	1,4  /wfiss 

_ 

_koe /44(sel(eiti 	 7est, 
4r 

AIR PoLcvn 
Mee,e0v 	 e — 	 e/wes 

J 	- 

44/14/7 	oadeil'‘)/x-3 _CA/ iodaa-TS-7A?4rikr________ 

.0 I( 

-- igsx fr,/t Ci-M-//e/#4,f3 61,047/ig;9A,  

	

7-,g9ArcE- 	 c, 	10e/c:i_i;y 

_4)4412c-12 eeiv aS. 	‘7  .Cee, ,e)e "e7".  flee //y 

etix 	 46766--  -7/(') 	 'lie& 

Liagr 

• /04‘40-0i it'eg 

• 

fo',o0e7ceige4S, 

_094e/ge 

	

,a/PeeRfac4d-e,--- 	 -/f),1:4 
ef g-ifd(i _ ,ckedeafz7 bed 	_1091/6" 

• ///ir -17  t9i09/Wc:r 	. 	--/n 	/1/t/VdieE- 



ieikA9 -ki  ltgerlisz-LD S'Clie-o,c)-4'gic,y-_ -R.,  ____5_44, 

	6. e.)-___5414a4-7,7-  mR1--1,4- AV° tried-  -pliiliielM_,67714  ' Nea,e,7  
O 	 ) 	 j coor 1-1054--  

Digl_i&ti,ogl/vP 4) )49:e 6-  44614-- c/a' fitla/77 13  

,ems le,2ze..4_,0 , _ _ _ _ . Z ?9 - 	 1-A V - 

	

-7,Zie-_,--lifp-,__7--  z/4__ .W 	i1 --7--   211-0e- iCe67-  
__,m6____.K,1%-c-y- 	4z7z---/,e6e,,  .;-z-r/s 46;e:y  

---Mizth--__Lfiek, ___4[114 	--4-_1ti -L, . ...,22152z4-12  7 f  Es. 0 / -e.e..07  

/qf 1_6_1. -ge'z_t_i-i___792b--  .9x-e-i-e-,417-  -villie  /9/1/71.1)14- a --' • 

___,afe,  	€#-//746:4-7 v6--X/4/4e/7,-77e/t)-, _7'  ct=ycii- 

•g - 'edAcf-3--  itec372-4//4,41.  
:0_,77*' 	"enit,rz-///vc- ,Lc7*-s  .-CP., 	_ 

?lc, CA 	 .J  
• L5037-71attli!  

, 

oine2.a 
	!:_e_ctits 	s'62/-696-1-c,  
47i_/(4_6'1°fAl t-d- 'A/1LT  

	 e 	1.‘ 

	taeeseue  oce rqieenr  Naer-A  co716-7-- 

'760 ,M1,4A,/ 



4 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

P.O. Box 1430,35 
Anchorage. Ak. 99514 
307-344-9357 

The Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Chairman 
Subcommitte on Fisheries and Wildlife 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

In answer to your request of March 11th, I wish to state 
that I have read and can attest to the facts described in Mr. 
Roy Dalthorp's six page response to you. 

I served as an operator for ten years at the North Slope 
Crude Oil Topping Unit (COTU) jointly owned by ARCO and 
EXXON. 

We, as operators, were conditioned to view oil spills 
whenever possible as less than the supposedly "reportable" 
five gallon volume...unless witnessed by outsiders. If a 
spill was not "reportable" there would be no problem and 
no disciplinary action taken even if the amount was in the 
:-iniPth:eds of gallons. Covering up and concealing spills 
and tank leakage was standard procedure for COTU Operators 
and Management. I worYed during the ten years at the COTU 
itself, the storage tasks and fuel shack as well as at the 
nearby Sufcoat tanks. 

Durkig those years we had constant leak problems with 
our diesel, jet fuel, gasoline and reformate tanks. The 
liquids just disappeared into the gravel between the surface 
and the tundra. I assisted in the unsuccessful attempts by 
management to install workable bladders in some of the tanks. 
It was obvious as the years went by that management just 
didn't care, so long as they didn't have to spend any money 
to make things right. When the gravel became so saturated 
that the surface became "mushy" and obvious to visitors, 
management would carry out cosmetic surface work. 

I often saw the sheen caused by the oil leaking out of. 
the oil pools lying below the gravel surface of our COTU and 
Surfcoat pads. I had occasion to look in the test holes 
and saw the oil reaeling more than a foot deep. 

Often on the night shift I carried out the "rover" duty 
m which included lighting the flare pit at a design 	middle 

of the night time to conceal the black smoke caused by the 
liquid waste we disposed of in the pit. Also we 
required to get rid of a''ler waste chemicals an( , 	;acts 
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PAGE TWO 

by injecting them into the line to the TAPS. Housecleaning 
was accomplished by "dumping" into the TAPS through our 
"blow down drum". 

Our Operating Procedure required us to circulate fresh 
water through the entire COT Unit to break up the salt plugs. 
We disposed of the water through the line to the TAPS. We 
could never admit to more than negligible amounts of water in 
the incoming crude and outgoing residual crude. As we 
injected 100% water, we had to "fix it" so the water didn't 
show in the sample tests. Sometimes we had to water wash two 
and three times a day. We recognized that management was 
making especially super profits for our employers as the 
water was metered and sold at residual crude oil prices. 

Tampering with and bypassing the flow meters were part 
of the routine to "balance out" the midnight reports and 
cover for the oil spills and leaky tanks, etc. When visitors 
were expected we had to replace the seals on the flow meter 
bypass valves. Also, we disconnected the hose from the fire-
water system and blocked off the valve that provided the 
fresh water for "water washing" the Unit. 

My service at the COTU was from June, 1975 to February, 
1985 at which time I was discharged after a 4,500 gallon 
"reportable-  fuel spill caused by a faulty meter. The meter 
had been malfunctioning and caused several spills during the 
prior year...but management refused to spend the money to 
repair or replace it. 

I am prepared to testify in person if you desire. 

Very truly yours, 

/r444/ 44 
Archie Hardy 

cc: Congressman George Miller 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Power and Resources 
House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee. 


