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WI QUAT 	 E I  

The Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Fisheries and Wildlife 

Conservation and the Environment 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 	20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

A former member of ARCO's Prudhoe Bay Management Group has 
become aware of your written requests to Mr. Dalthorp, Mr. 
Archie Hardy and Mr. Carl Faust. As part of ARCO'S North 
Slope operating team he attended numerous Management 
Meetings, commencing in the early 80's, at which the Crude 
Oil Topping Unit (COTU) problems were extensively discussed. 
The gentleman states that the problems of particular interest 
to you and Chairman George Miller were: 

1. Continuing fuel tank leaks and the resultant 
significant fuel losses disappearing into the gravel pad. 

2. Misuse of bolted water tanks to store diesel and the 
associated continuing fuel leaks. 

3. The Prudhoe Field Managers and the senior Alaska ARCO 
Officials were well aware that these uncontrolled losses were 
disappearing into the gravel pad. 

4. The Management was extremely tight-fisted with the 
funds required to rectify and prevent these and other similar 
problems. In fact EXXON at times appeared to be even more 
frugal than ARCO in denying and delaying fund approvals 
required for proper maintenance, prevention of environmental 
damage and safety. 

5. For example, ARCO/EXXON Management sold their COTU 
produced diesel into the North Slope market place from Husky 
Oil's Naval Petroleum Reserve sites to tea Flaxman and Gull 
Island Drilling Operators. It w7:-.s imperative for Management 
that all means of storage be pressed into service such as the 
COTU's bolted water tanks without incurring the expense of 
installing proper storage, loading and distribution 
facilities. 
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a) Additionally, ARCO pressed into diesel storage 
service three 10,000 barrel crude SLOP tanks,one at each 
of its Flow Station facilities processing crude .for the 
Trans Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS). This negated the 
design and operational requirements wherein one tank was 
required to divert "dirty" crude (high in water content 
and contaminants) back through the treater system to 
separate out the water and impurities -- while the 
second tank was required to hold crude in reserve to 
release into the TAPS when necessary at day's end to make 
up for daily production shortfalls. With the one tank 
blocked off for diesel storage at each Flow Station the 
second was making up shortfalls into the TAPS with 
whatever (dirty or clean) crude it contained. For years 
these circumstances prevented proper operation of each 
Flow Station and oftei provided no possibility of 
diverting identified "dirty" crude from flowing directly 
into the TAPS. 

6. In the mid 1980's personnel reporting to this 
gentleman advised that they witnessed accumulations of oil 
in holes bored into the COTU pad for construction purposes. 

The gentleman is reluctant to have his name released at this 
time. He agrees to be interviewed by you or your designated 
Committee Investigator on these matters and other matters 
concerning ARCO's questionable operations at Prudhoe during 
the years of his employment on the North Slope. Also, he is 
willing to testify to the above in public should you hold 
Hearings. 

Very truly yours, 

42-0,-egice2  

Copy as requested to: 

The Honorable George Miller 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Water and Power Resources 
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Alyeska, eanvironmentalists 
DEC wants Alyeska to 

build more storage tanks and 
sands of tons of polletants are 
being vented into the air. 

By PATTI SPIER 
.y Niaws wooer 
Since 1084, government or. 

finals have been investigat-
ing allegations of widespread 
en-eironetental ,aellution by 
Alyeska Pipeline Service Ca.. 
the consortium of eight oil 
7.empanics that tee:rates the 
trans-Alaska pipeline and the 
oil shipping terminal in Val-  
de:. 

State and federal environ-
mental officials, lawyers and 
even congressional investiga-
tors have looked for excessive 
water in the crude oil. exces-
sive crude oil in the water of 
Pert tankerloads of 
chemical waste being ship-sod 
up from the Lower 48, barrels 
of hazardous waste being 
pumped into the pipeline and 
toxic hydrocarbons in the air 
from Prudhoe Bay to Valdez 

The investigators have 
rpent tens of that...sands of 
dollars on the ins ,:stigation, 
and Alyeska has said it has 
spent more than 510 million 
to answer questions raised by 
the goverereent 

New. more than three 
years later, the Alyeska affair 
is still riot ever. If anything, a 
;reposed new environmental 
permit for Vac Valdez facility 
has eieseapted an escalation of 

squebble _eerer potential 
environmental hart. 

Moreover, the national en-
vironmental battle ever oil 
development in the coastal 
plain of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge — hundreds 
of miles from Valdez — has 
focused the. attention of influ-
ential environmental grow; 

eseeske Per rears. the 

groups had little to say about 
the Alyeska allegations. But 
troubles at the terminal have 
become ammunitiori for the 
environmentalists in challeng-
ing the oil industry's overall 
record in Alaska 

Alyeska has consistently 
ma;ettaisied it is doing noth-
ing wrong. The company 
points to studies that have 
not documented any environ. 
Mental damage. 

Alyeska, during the past 
three years, has engaged in an 
aggressive public relations 
campaign to debunk the char-
ges and polish its image. For 
example, Alyeska has been a 
high-profile contributor to 
United Way. 

The Alyeska affair began 
in above March 1985. A Vir-
ginia oil broker named 
Charles Hamel captured head-
lines when he filed a com-
plaint with the Alaska Public 
Utilities Commission charg-
ing Alyeska with selling wa-
tered-down oil. Hamel 
blamed the oil companies for 
the loss of millions of dollars 
on a crude oil deal he was 
engineering and for the loss 
of his lucrative brokerage 
business. 

Since then, Hamel has been 
the driving force behind most 
of the allegations against 
Alyeska. He readily admits 
he wants the oil companies to 
reimburse him for the $12 
million or so he thinks he is 
owe& Until that happens. 
Hamel says, he will contin ,e 
to call on his growing net-
work of Alyeska employees 
and oil industry sources to 
feed to government authori-
ties what be believes is evi-
dence of environmental 
wrongdoing by Alyeska. 

The APUC still has not 
ruled on whether there is ex-
cessive water in the oil that 
comes down the pipeline from 
the North Slope. The adminis-
trative law judge who heard 
days of testimony In 1985 has 
given birth to two babies 
since then but has yet to issue 
a written decision for the full 
commission to consider. 

Soon after the APUC hear-
ings, Hamel launched an at 
tack on the way Alyeska han-
dled eetly ballast water 
brougat eo Valdez on tankers 
from the Lower 48. He said  

the company's ballast water 
treatment plant was not 
working, that tons of oily 
sludge and other pollutants 
were being discharged into 
Port Valdez. 

It has taken the federal 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and Alaska Depart-
ment of Environmental Con-
servation the last three years 
to sort out those claims. 
About two years ago, the 
EPA found that Alyeska had 
violated its permit and that 
the plant was not operating 
as well es anticipated. EPA 
ordered ?a company to make 
substantial changes to the 
treatment system. 

Then the EPA set to work 
on a new environmental per-
mit for the plant, a permit 
that the agency promises will 
address all other eneironmen. 
tal concerns. 

Jan Hastings, the EPA offi-
cial working on the permit, 
said last week the final ver-
sion is still weeks, perhaps 
months, away. 

The DEC. which must ap-
prove the permit, already has 
expressed concern. over the 
Permit and the new treatment 
method put in place by Alyes-
ka. The state doesn't think 
the plant as it now stands ;te
the capacity to handle ejl the 
wastewater that is run 
through it when oil produc-
tion 's as high 23 it is now — 
more than 2 minim barreir a 
day.  

holding ponds so the waste-
water will have more time to 
be cleansed before it is emp-
tied into the port. And DEC 
officials have indicated they 
won't sign off on the environ-
mental permit unless their 
concerns are addressed. 

Alyeska, for its part. has 
threatened to slow the flow of 
crude oil from the North 
Slope — which would cut into 
the state's treasury as well as 
the oil companies' — before it 
will build expensive new fa-
cilities. 

While EPA and DEC have 
been addressing the first 
question of environmental 
pollution in Port Valdez, Ha-
mel has turned up the heat no 
Alyeska, its owner companies 
and other firms connected to 
the pipeline company in other 
ways. 

Just last week, EPA pro-
posed a $90,000 fine against 
one of Flamers_ targets —
MAPCO Alaska Petroleum 
Inc. — for mishandling haz-
ardous waste. Hamel had al-
leged MAPCO was endanger-
ing the pipeline by putting 
hazardous waste into it. 

A few months ago. tiamel 
went to Congress with more 
allegations, this time that a 
"vapor recovery system" de-
signed to capture toxic hydro-
carbon vapors et pump 
stations along the pipeline 
and at the Valdez terminal 
had been dismantled. Thou. 

Hamel said 
 claims the disrasn-

Wag of the vapor system vio-
lates promises the oil =spa-
ni,♦ made to Congress mese 
than a decade ago when Can 
g approvedd tbe coosbac-
Van of the pipeline. 

Environmental groups op-
posing ocliTtIR developsneut 
have jumped on that allega-
tion saying it shows the oil 
companies can't be trusted to 
protect the arctic curviron-
mmt. A flurry of letters irtVa 
car tervatiun organizarions to 
the Senate Energy Coozniztat 
merely asked the enmmcttee 

hold off a decision on 
AVXR develop neat until the 
Alyeska allegations amid be 
Investigated more thoroughly. 

Last week. however, the 
committee voted t0.8 to ext-
tintre working on the hill 
with the majority leaning to-
ward allowing develop:meat. 

DEC officials have taken 
the lead on investigating ear 
ztallution allegations They 
have said they are not satis-
fied with answers Alyesica 
has given therm so far and ase 
continuing to pursue the mat-
ter.  

"It's been seven yea= since 
I've peen on this thing zed 
I'm not giving up." said Ma-
ine!. who boa now turned past 
of his attention to a new 
business venture — seeing 34 
phisticated competer 
were "I want the troth tag& 
out" 
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Australia Changing 
After 200 Years 

LONDON, Jan. 25—Since arrival 
of the first cargo of British convicts to 
Australia 200 years ago the Australians 
have overcome extraordinary privations 
to build a productive, adaptive and sta-
ble society. 

Flexibility will continue to the key 
word for Australia as the world moves 
into the list century. The downturn in 
the world economy has seen a with-
drawal of foreign capital. To restore 
economic growth and living standards, 
the nation will need to improve its stan-
dard of education and encourage an in-
no ative society more likely to succeed 

world markets. 
Australia is already adjusting to a 

new geopolitical reality. Just as the 
United Kingdom turned its back on the 
traditional ties to embrace its European 
neighbors, Australia is now coming to 
the realization its future is in the Pacific. 

The danger for Australia is that it 
will react to the new conditions too 
slowly. New Zealand has done more to 
deregulate its economy than its larger 
neighbor has even attempted. Perhaps it 
is too dependent on the hope that ag-
riculture or a new rush for minerals will 
haul it out of trouble. 

It is hard, of course, for the mother 
country to make that particular criticism 
of its child. She suffered in much the 
same way herself. The problem may be 
hereditary Its identification should not 
prevent the best of birthday wishes. 

The United Mates' 
Crude Oil Hypocrisy 

HONG KONG, Jan. 15— No one 
noticed — or hardly at one — when, 
a few weeks ago, a rather special tanker 
docked in the Republic of China on 
Taiwan. On board were 400,000 barrels 
of crude petroletm. The noteworthy 
thing about the sticky black cargo was 
its source: the United States. 

For many Americans the idea of ex-
porting petroleum is rather unsettling, 
but if they are able to get resed to the 
idea, it could swiftly do rimy with one 
of the crudest hypocrisies in interna-
tional commerce. The nation that con-
stantly berates others for restricting ex- 

ports and imports is itself a big offender. 
For reasons of "self-sufficiency"— the 
same argument used by Japan's farm 
lobby — Washington embargoes re-
sources under the nobler sounding ban-
ner of "energy independence' 

Gasoline shortages are old memo-
ries; handwringiag over foreign energy 
dependence is a worn-out political 
theme. That the issue survives at all is 
no doing of the U.S. oil industry, much 
less of consumers. 

The ban is testimony to the political 
power of U.S. maritime unions, onns-
porting oil from Alaska to the roarer 48 
states is about the only thing American 
seamen have left going for them. 

It has always made sou•d economic 
sense to sell Alaskan oil to East Asia 
rather than shipping it down the length 
of North America, through Panama and 
up the East Coast. 

Seeing that every 100,000 barrels 
exported reduces the trade deficit by a 
billion dollars and that production is 
about 2 million barrels a day, the sale of 
Alaskan oil in Asia would help restore 
balance to the huge U.S. trade deficit. 
But before Americans start entertaining 
visions of a 520 billion windfall, it 
should be remembered that ha;; the 
crude is refined for the U.S. West Coast 
market. And Japan, wary of embar-
goes, says it would take no more than 
200,000 barrels if allowed to import. 

Though the deficit-tr-Iucing angle 
may be exaggerated, the principle re-
mains. A nation that complains of trade 
barriers should be lowering its own. 

I WEST elFRIO 
Official Urges Focus 
on Facts of Life 

LAGOS. Nigeria, Jan. 18 — Mr. 
Kofi Totobi Quakyi, IGhana's1 secre-
tary for information, has asked workers 
to focus on the hard and often bitter facts 
and realities of life, bearing in mind that 
the consequence of managements of 
certain state enterprises conceding to 
irrational workers' demands in the past 
was the price Ghanaians have paid in 
stiff adjustment policies. 

He cautioned them against vain crit-
icism of managements without a full 
appreciation of the issues and urged 
workers to obtain and read material on 
national economic issues to keep in-
formed so that any criticisms they might 
come up with would not be imaginary, 
but related to the issues at stake. 

Sticicieulsche 
7eitung 

Christian Democrats 
Fear U.S. Betrayal 

MUNICH, Vki!st Germany. jai, 
22 — A tense debate over strategy has 
taken hold in this country with the re-
lease of a report ["Discriminate Deter-
rence") about the development of U.S. 
strategy in the next 20 years, by an 
American expert commission. 

The contents of the report mirror the 
prevailing view of the American strate-
gic community: that the United States 
must not concentrate on any one par-
ticular conflict region, in particular 
Europe. 

The consideration of using "small-
er" nuclear weapons as "instruments to 
deny success to an attacking power" has 
long been the standard repertoire of this 
mode of thinking. 

The paper has thrown many conser-
vative strategists in West Germany into 
a fiery fluster. (The few leftist strategic 
critics, however, see themselves con-
firmed in their position.) 

[State Secretary Lothar) Rutht 
warned against the concept of a "limited 
nuclear war in Europe; [Bundestag 
member) Alfred Dregger fears a break-
up of the "deterrence alliance:' and the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, the 
"covert" organ for the government's se-
curity policies, is raging daily over the 
study. 

What not so long ago was meant by 
the label "anti-Ameritan" has suddenly 
taken on new meaning. The reason for 
this [anti-American) campaign is the 
fear that America could gradually 
slither away from Europe. 

The policies articulated in the ex-
perts' study are not those that were put 
forth in a recent security report from the 
[U.S.) president, which had quite a dif-
ferent ring to it. 

Nevertheless, the confusior. S colos-
sal among the most heated defenders of 
NATO strategy, especially since the im-
portant authors of the study, among 
them, [Henry AA Kissinger, (former 
U.S. Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy Fred C.1 fide and [former U.S. 
Defense Department official Albert) 
Wohlstetter, had until now been quoted 
often as staunch supporters of the 
flexible response approach. 

How will [the Christian Democratic 
Union' cope with a friend that has 
turned its back on them? ■ 

1 
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• 

• 

INSIG1IT 11:13KUARY 15. 1988 
	

37 



Gathering Center Flare. ADEC May 25, 1983. 

III. 
AIR POLLUTION 

Air pollutants generated by oik and gas industry operations on the North Slope include ox- 
tees of nitrogen, particulates, sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide and toxic air pollutants. Discussed 

below art: the major ..ounces and environmental effects of air pollutants on the North Slope, tl..- 
adequacy of requirements desirned to control and monitor pollutant levels and impacts, and com-
pliance problems. 

• 
MAJOR SOURCES OF AIR POLLUTION 

Natural Gas Fired TUrbines and Heaters 

The primary sources of air emissions from North Slope oil and gas facilities are natural gas- 
Pied turbines and heaters.' This equipment is used to supply power to produce and transport 

°oil and gas; to septimte gas, oil and water; and to inject gas and water into the subsurface oil 
- re:Tervoir. 

ARCO has compiled an emissions inventory for air pollution sources associated with oil and 
gas development, primarily turbines and heaters, that have been issued permits by ADEN 3  The 
results of this inventory are reproduced on the next page. 

• 	 21 
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Anchorage Daily News 	Tuesday, April 26, 1988 

Corrosion 
leads to leak 
The Ass:A..a:ea P.ess 

FAIRBANKS — Corrosion 
has eaten two more small 
holes in ARCO Alaska's oil 
collection systo.N1 at Prudhoe 
Bay, and the company will 
replace 10.000 pet of pipe, the 
Alaska Depart tent of Envi-
ronmental Conservation says. 

"Not much leaked out." 
Brad Fristoe. the D.F.:C".r. dis-
trict office manager for the 
North Slope, said Monday. 
"In one instance about one 
barrel of crude oil and four 
barrels of ... water leaked; 
in the other, four barrels of 
crude and about 10 barrels of 
water leaked." 

The pipes gather the oil, 
water and gas produced at a 
drill site and carry it to flow 
stations. A drill site frequent-
ly contains several wells. 

"Right now, ARCO is 
looking at replacing about 
8,000 feet of one 20-inch-diam-
eter flow line and aboui. 2,000 
feet of another," Fristoe said. 
But, he said, the two new 
leaks occurred in a third flow 
line and more pipe may-  need 
replacing. 

The leaks occurred east 
side of the Sag River. Fristoe 
said all four drill sites on that 
side of the river will be in-
spected for corrosion. 

Fristoe sal there could be 
a number of causes, ranging 
from the water or gas to some 
other factor. 

He said it will take 1R(70 
several months to positively 
identify the cause of the cor 
rosion. 

ARCO has had as many as 
70 people working to clean up 
the leaks, Fristoe said 
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Group 
disputes 

ermit • 
Fishermen ask '• :; 
EPA to halt work : 
By PATTI EPLER /- 
Daily News reporter • 
... A Cordova commercial 
fishermen's group has asked 

• the U.S. Environmental Pro:. 
tection Agency to suspend 

-work on a new permit for thee. 
Valdez oil-shipping terminal. ; 

The Cordova District Fish.:  
• -

• 

ermen United • is concerned 
that studies done for Alyeska` 
Pipeline Service Co. by a pri-; 
vate consulting firm — stud- 

, ies on which EPA is basing 
the new permit -- are scientif- 
ically unsound and 'possibly_ 
were prepared illegally. 
- At the same time, the fish- 

ermen have asked the state 
,sDepartment of Environmental 

PI.Conseryation to hire Thor Ly- 
syj, a highly regarded Califor:, 

to review nunieri.  
i-otis5pollution-control:;.studies 
e.prepared, ,.Li'forlyes.l.ca,. by 
Woodward-Clyde Consultants, 

• a -..--iriorldWide 
e=consulting 
le•:rhe fishermen.said it was 

:Lysyj's itiethodology;Vood-
;ward-Clcie-;.u.'sLzd..in. ;conduct-
; ing 'tests nf., jilieVitreateeent 
"technology,. :̀Jhat.-;Lysyj -is 

• recognized expert in V.rastewa- 
•ter treatment 'methods and 
.:that he has conducted several 
:previous studies of the Alyes-
: ka 'plant for both DEC and 
EPA. 1: 	• 	.• 

Additionally: the CDFU 
• noted that Woodward-Clyde is 

being investigated by the 
state .for practicing chemical 

.engineering in Alaska with-
. out a license. 
• -"If Woodward-Clyde 'over-
looked'.the appropriate legal 
channels to conduct business 
within the state, we are con-
cerned they may havd 'over-
looked' the appropriate scien-
tific protocol as well," said 
Fredericka Ott, a CDFU 
board member, in a Jan. 6 
letter to EPA. 

DEC officials said they had 

EPA: "Fishermen 
want permit 

• 1 	•  

to be suspended 
ContInubd from- page C-6 
--• 	- 	4- • 	 . 	 • • 

not - reviewen;the2 letter and 
EPA '.Officiala•C,oilld not be 
reached Tties-daSee=j;,  

 ::•.7  State Conirherce - officials;,' 
who conducted the Wood- , 
ward-Clyde .:;investigation, .  
have .tiirried:their....findings I 
over -to 'the-  _attOm-ey general's' 
office for 'reVievi - and would 
not comment on the ease, say-
ing it is unghing. investi-

. gation." - • 	ee-e- /•••..?...."- • 	 I 

. Bill Pyles r 
Clyde's Alaskaeinanak'ef,:e;:rekl 
hesitant to",....talle =about '..the
allegations unt'l the state has 
finished its invastigation. e: 
• But, he said, Ihri-eoMpanY •  

doesn't-  belieV6 it violated 
tensing 	 beeastiie,4.. 
• the work it did-for:Aifeslia:ik4, 
.considered:inVirr3nniental -eile 

is licensed fai,..'anii,,:pof•Cheini-..; 
cal engineei-ing.Veriq0clifli;lt: " 

"The' people:On ithe.  Pro) ect 
were extremely".Vell:kttalifiel" 
to do the wOrk,.";.P.ile'iaidM:•, 

• err(eiranmen a 1) lution.at7 
Alyeska's 	

. 

 

ment facilitY 
nearly three ye are.1:The 'agen*:•;11  
cy is working on a final yer; 
sion of an environmental per:•.  
mit ..that ee•goVerns Se•the: 
discharge of .oily.3Vastewater.

,
, 

into Port Valdee:oiaterethat,'? 
has been cdieeeofiltlinke;•iiii3 
ballast ;an 
before \t canklieer.ip,t\edtito:t 
the port. ' 
! - 	• •te:eel 	 ,!,Xe:•. • 

:Last yer 
e
;!-.A.lyeskd':.:bcgaiD 

using whatthe- eorniiiii:fsny.S: 
is • an •improv-od.etrehtment 
meThod, .a biological oxide-

' tion process in which bacteria 
essentially eat the hydrocir--f  
bons out of the wastewater, 
according to environmental 

_officials.  

• The treatment method was 
started after laboratory tests 
by Woodward-Clyde showed 
the teethod would remove 
substantially more hydrocar 
bons. • 	• . 	' 

But the fiilt:ertaezi;'Ziting 
comments from a University 
of Alaska scientist and a DEC 
chemist, say the Woodward-
Clyde study is being .`;con-
tested by the scientific corn-
munity.".. 

The long-overdue 'environ-
mental permit is too impor-
tant to the:safety of the ma-
rine ecosystern for EPA to 
fashion the•ipermit without a 
sound scientific review of the-  
study, the fishermen said. 

Ott, a scientist who specia'L-
izes in oil polleition, said Lion 
Button, a mfmrobielegist with 
the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks and David Knuth 
of DEC challenge the scientif-
ic soundness of the tests. • 

"To me, it is a gross over-
sight on the part of the regu-
latory agezeies base a per-
mit upon data which is hotly 
contested within the scientific 
community,"e'Ott -,wrote to 
DEC Commissioner Dennis 
Kelso. a A  ' 

In October, %Knuth criti-
cized .Woodward-Clyde's re- : 
port on the 'effectiveness of.  
biological I treatment,l':saying 
the :company :reached 
red' Conclusions through the 
use of poor -scientific prac-
tices. He suggested the toxic 
hydrocarbons - 'Fht simply' 
be going e atmoS'phere- 

. 

or absorbei 	rubber stop- 
pers used in he laboratory 
studies. - • 	. • 

Button has Written several 
letters to .EPA about the bio-
logic* l treatment 'process 
touted by Alyeska and Wood 
ward Clyde. Generally, he 
challenges the effectiveness of 
the treatment method because 
bacteria doesn't grow well in , 
cold water. Button also has:- 
suggested the toxic -tam- 
pounds might be simply going 
into the air or being turned 
into more lethal substances • 
by the treatment method. 

cli/Y N • 

• 
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Business and Finance 

Mapco Inc. is being tovestigated 
by Congress and the EPA on charges 
its refinery has put hazardous wastes 
into the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. 

151oryon Paoe 5) 
* • * 

Congress, EPA 
InvestigateCharges 
Against Mapco Inc. 

By RCEMT E. TAYLOR 
Staff Reporter of THE WALLS rum-I-JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON—Congress and the En-
vironmental Protection Agency are investi-
gating charges that a Mapco Inc. refinery 
near Fairbanks, Alaska has been injecting 
a trickle of hazardous wastes into the 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline. 

Charles Hamel, an oil broker from Al-
exandria. Va., has charged that the plant 
injected more than 100 barrels of chemi-
cals. some labeled as hazardous waste or 
arid. from Janowy to March. He also has 
said Tat .I1 	S!)!Iii:011S fermi a refinery 

:ever! 	q 4. 1,!,,. 

?Jr. Hamel contends thlt the waste 
could corrode the pipeline. damage refin-
eries downstream or pollute Prince Wil-
liam Sound near the pipeline terminal at 
Valdez, Alaska. But neither Alyeska Pipe-
line Service Co., which operates the pipe-
line for eight major oil companies, nor 
West Coast refineries using Alaskan crude. 
have reported any problems. 'I nee Alaska 
Division of Oil and Gas said that even if 
the chemicals were injected, they would be 
so diluted that the pipeline wouldn't be da-
maged, 

Still, the EPA and Congress' General 
Accounting Office are trying to determine 
whether waste disposal laws were violated. 
But Al Ewing, bead of the EPA's Anchor-
age, Alaska, office, said putting hazardous 
wastes in the pipeline may not violate fed-
eral law. He said the agency probably 
would find miuor violations, :Jut nothing 
"catastrophic." 

Ronald Hagen of Fairbanks. Alaska, a 
former employee of the refinery, said he 
saw barrels from the plant's storage area 
being emptied into a tank—the contents of 
which are discharged into the pipeline. But 
he said he didn't know what was in the 
barrels. Sen. Howard Metzenbatim 
Ohio). who requested the GAO prote, said 
another former plant employee claims to 
have beer fired for cfu:;:t•+.1!!lig re;! 
erns :1!-, ' t '' !:!;!!'t1r7 

In Tulsa, Okla.. David Leslie, Mapco's 
vice presid..at for public affairs, said that 
the refinery, which is in North Pole, 
Alaska, is authorized to withdraw crude oil 
from the pipeline for its refinery operation 
and to return elements of the oil that it 
can't sell locally. He said the refinery e' f i 
doesn't generate any toxic waste and 
hasn't pumped any into the pipeline. 

The Alaska Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation. responding u, Mr. Ha-
mel's charges, audited the plant on March 
5 for the EPA. Larry Dietrick. head of the 
EPA's Fairbanks etffice, said the agency 
will have to make "some very close calls" 
in deciding if a violation occurred. An EPA 
official said the agency recently requested 
more information from Mapco, and ex-
pects tc reach conclusions in June. 

H.E. Bond, president of Arco Trans. 
portation Co., a division of Atlantic Rich-
field Co., a part-owner of the pipeline, ini-
tially said that if true. actior3 alleged by 
Mr. Hamel "are likely to endanger human 
lives and cause harm to the environment 
and to important facilities." 

But Arco an4  the pipeline reported that 
they found no hazardous wares in the 
nearly two million barrels of crude oil a7-- 
riving daily in Va?lez. John Ratterman, 
manager of public affairs for the pipeline. 
said ;hat— based co talks with Mapco— "we 
have no reason to believe that there's any. 
thing at all to toe allegatios," 

1 
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The Mendocino 
Land Trust Inc. 

Established 1976 
P,Ist Off.ce Box 1094 

Mendocino. California 95460 

OCtober 26, 1988 

California State Lands Commission 
Crown Hall 
Mendocino, California 

Dear Commissioners, 

The Mendocino Land Trust wishes to state its support for a 
decision by the California State Lands Commission to establish 
a sanctuary in the coastal waters of Mendocino and Humboldt 
counties which would prohibit offshore oil and gas leasing and 
development in those waters. 

10 	The goal of the Land Trust is to "protect and enhance natural 
areas, open space, coastal and river accesses as well as 
productive agricultural lands....to help maintain the unique 
character and quality of life of our county. To provide citizens 
with opportunities for scenic, recreation l—andeducational 
enjoyment in the county." 

The impact of offshore oil projects with attendant onshore 
facilities are diametrically opposed to the purpose of the Land 
Trust. For the benefit of fl-ture generations we urge you to 
establish the sanctuary. 

Sincerely, 

.1"3elf" 13arber--  
Betty Barber 
President 
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,e4.44 Conservation Call, Inc. 
ESTAWISHED 1969 

P. 0. Box 87 Sea Ranch, CA 95497 (707) 785-2248 

Octobr 26, 1988 

State Lands Commission 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Gentlemen: 

We strongly endorse the Commission's proposal to establish an oil 
and gas leasing sanctuary covering the state tide lands within Mendocinc 
and litr:boldt Counties. This is particularly gratifying, because Governor 
Deukmejian recently vetoed similar protective legislation authored by 
State Senator Barry Keene. 

We commend the Commission and hope that similar sanctuaries can bP, 
eventually be established in all the coastal areas threatened with oil 
and gas leasing from Sonoma County all the way dawn to San Diego County. 

Sincerely, 
(542....._ 	GD...ea....9 

Roscoe A. Poland 
Director 

Ac we save the natural world, wti also save ourselves. 

a 



()CAN SANCTUARY -- An idea whose time has come! 

Our oceans are in a state of crisis; we can't delay their 
e-otection any longer. Every day, in almost every major 
newspaper in the United States, there is another story about 
ocean pollution - caused by oil spills, by dumping of medical 
wastes, by dumping of sewage or by toxic runoffs. The problem 
grows larger every day. 

And the problem is not ours alone. Almost every country in the 
world faces problems of ocean pollution. People all over the 
world are realizing that something must be done, and it must be 
done quickly. 

Here in the small town of Mendocino the grassroots concept of 
Ocean Sanctuary was born. Ocean Sanctuary is based on the 
conviction that the oceans belong to everyone and must be 
permanently protected from exploitation and pollution. 

We need Ocean Sanctuary to preserve our oceans as the national 
treasures they are, just like the Grand Canyon and Yosemite. We 
need Ocean Sanctuary to protect and enhance environmentally sound 
commercial Uses of the sea. 

We need Ocean Sanctuary to assure us that there will be no 
further offshore oil drilling. The Greenhouse Effect has been 
recognized as a potentially devastating force to our economy and 
our environment. The Greenhouse Effect is accelerated by burning 
fossil fuels. This is the time to be looking for alternative 
fuels that are safe. non-polluting and renewable. This is not 
he time to speed up the process of offshore oil letang. 

We need Ocean Sanctuary to protect a major source of feed and 
oxygen for the planet. People everywhere are concerml about the 
destruction of the rain forests and the resulting loss of oxygen 
that would occur. Yet the plankton in our oceans are what create 
up to 70% of the free oxygen that we breathe. Can we afford to 
allow pollution to destroy this fragile ecosystem? 

We need Ocean Sanctuary to assure us that there will be no 
dumping or burning of toxic wastes and chemicals. We can't let 
medical and toxic wastes replace driftwood and seashells..e e lf  

Once the delicate balance of life in our oceans has been upset by 
the inevitable nil spills, air pollution, noise and other 
products of industrialization, our coasts will be gone forever. 

This must not happen. This does not need to happen. The 
solution starts right here, today, in the town of Mendocino. The 
answer is OCEAN SANCTUARY. 

OCEAN SANCTUARY COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
P.O. Box 498, Mendocino, CA 95460 

• 	 -Aerie 
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California Lands Commission 
October 28, 1988 

My name is Herb Lobell. I am a member of the Mendocino County 
Democratic Central Committee and a member of the State Executive 
board. Two years ago the County Central Committee asked us to 
take the following resolution to the Democratic State Convention. 

WHEREAS, THE COAST OF CALIFORNIA is a place of rare beauty, a 
notional treasure that is visited by millions of people each year 
from this country and chose from foreign lands; and that the well 
being, health, and livelihood of coastal residents depend upon tb 
the integrity of the marine environment. 

WHEREAS, THE PACFIC OCEAN OFF CALIFORNIA iv currently threatened 
by oil exploration and drilling, deep sea strip mining, and the 
dumping and burning of toxic wastes and that any of these 
activities would irreparably damage the marine environment. 

WHEREAS, AS CALIFORNIANS, it is necessary that we accept the 
responsibility and take the iniative to protect this national 
treasure; and noting that coastal city and county governments, the 
California Legislature, the Democratic Party, California 
commercial and sport fishing industries, a broad spectrum of 
business and community groups, and the great majority of 
Californians, are all on record as opposing offshore oil 
development and support permanent protection for California's 
coastal and marine environment. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the California Democratic Party 
endorse and support (the principles of) Congresswoman Barbara 
Boxer's California Ocean Sanctuary  Act that will create a zone of 
permanent protection off the coast of California in areas that are 
not already developed; that will prohibit the extraction of fossil 
fuel, the dumping and burning of toxic waste, and will prohibit 
deep sea strip mining; assure the protection of the marine 
environment; and protect commercial and sport fishing. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Chair of the California Democratic 
Party requests that the Democratic National Committee support and 
endorse Congresswoman Boxer's galitarniaAgow BangtuaryAgt. 

Resolution submitted by the Mendocino County 
Democratic Central. Committee 

It was adopted by the State Party and placed on the Democratic 
State Platform. Earlier this year this resolution was taken to 
the National Convention and became part of the Platform of the 
National Democratic Party. I as proud to say that both the 
Democratic candidate for President and the Democratic candidate 
for United States Senate has made cammittments to implement these 

Sanctuary resolutions. 



• 

There were bills submitted in the last session of the House and 
Senate and will be resubmitted at the coming session. An Ocean 
Sanctuary bill was passed in the State Assembly and Senate and 
unfortunately vetoed by the Governor. -Ocean Sanctuary is no 
'longer a,parLIsan issue as I am sure people from the other side 
will testify to later this morning. The idea'of an Ocean 
Sanctuary, which started on this isolated, rugged coast, and 
carried ft.rth by a small, rural County in Northern California has 
become a national crusade. 

Gentlemen, you have a wonderful opportunity today to create an 
Ocean Sanctuary in State waters, and we Democrats promise 
this....tilat the Democratic Representatives in the House, Senate, 
and Ihite House will extend that Sanctuary another 197 miles into 
Federal waters. 
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTS k SAN LUIS 0E0E510. C.4.1.irrAzNIA 93408 ■ 805-549-5450 

ARD OF SUPERVISORS 

October 21, 1988 

Mr. Gray Davis, Chairman 
State Lands Commission/Sanctuary Meeting 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

I support the creation of an oil and gas leasing sanctuary zone in 
state waters within Mendocino and Aumboldt Counties. Such a 
sanctuary exists elsewhere in Cal i fornia, and I believe this has 
been beneficial to local communities. 

EVELYN D,LANY 
Supervisor, District 3 
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RECEIVED 

OCT 2 4  1988 	 68 Metsko Lane 
Trinidad, CA 95570 

4RMLQWW001008 	 October 19, 1988 

State Lands Commission/Sanctuary Meeting 
1807-13th Street 

• Sacrimento, CA 95814 

Res Special meeting for consideration to 
establish an oil and gas lease 
sanctuary zone in State waters within 
.Humboldt and Mendocino Counties 

Dear Commissioners, 

Thank you for holding a special meeting in a very special 
place along our spectacular northern California coast. 

• Please include the following personal views as part of the 
formal record of the October 26, 1988 meeting in Mendocino. 

As a native Californian (born in the old Hanley Hospital on 
West Cliff Drive overlooking Monterey Bay at Santa Cruz) I have 
always considered it a privilege to live near - and enjoy- our 4, 

	

	ocean waters and rugged coastline for the greater part of my 
70 years. 

Coastal living and the "pursuit of happiness" in many recre-
ational forms was part of my growing up. A move northward 35 
years ago gave me an opportunity to know the northern coastal 

• areas from Sonoma County north to the Oregon border. Presently 
my husband and I reside above the very popular Moonstone Beach, 
the northern extension of a long coastal stretch from the Mad 
River to Little River, which includes Clam Beach County Park 
and Little River State Beach. Thousands of residents and visitors 
enjoy this area, plus many nearby so-called pocket beaches along 
Scenic Drive between Moonstone Beach and Trinidad Bay. 

When lease sale 91 was announced as a possibility down the 
line local residents learned that all our coastal areas and 
coastal views were threatened with intrusions; t'-iat oil plat-
forms could be located just 3 miles off shore in federal waters. 

• Personally, our view would be directly toward as oil rig - or two-
if that sale became operat;onal. Along this same stretch of 
coast we can witness the gz___ California gray whale migration -
and we are concerned about the impacts that any developments might 
have on their well-being. 

The current threats of exploration/drilling along the Mendo-
cino and Humboldt County coasts within the Commission's jurisdic-
tion are simply not acceptable. These coastlines are precious 
and 0.puld remain uncluttered. They are certainly precious to 
us in the late years of our lives, since beach activities now are 
mostly walking, beachcombing and photographing. 

• 

• 

• 
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We do not, believe that developments resulting from any oil 
exploration/drilling are compatible with the uses we see on 
the poptaar beach fronts. No beach user wishes to encounter 
cll ,globs from an accidental oil spill. Here we see the current 
crop of young people with surf boards, boogie boards, kayaks, 
sailboats and wind surfers, horseback riders, frisbee players, 
fishermen, picnickers 	the list could go on and on. I doubt 
that visits to the beach and other coastal areas would be , 
a pleasurable experience--not with the lurking threat so visible 
off shore. 

What we need is a good conservation/energy policy, not a 
messed up coastline. 

We 'rge the Commission to approve establishment of a Marine 
Sanctuary Zone along the Mendocino and Humboldt County coastlines 
within State waters. This would help allay our fears. 

Thank you for considering these views. The decisions yours 
to rrovide protection to an unspoiled natural heritage --our.  
coetlines. 

• 



RECEIVED 

OCT 2 41988 

galiallte COMM 

California State Lands Commission/ 
Sanctuary Meeting 

1807 13th Street 
Sacramento CA 95819 

To Whom It May Concern: 

October 19, 1988 

• There are many reasons for establishing a marine sanctuary 
along the Humboldt and Mendocino Counties' coasts. But they all 

. come to the same thing: we need our shrinking pristine 
coastal areas at the same time that we need km oil. 
Because our counties are sparsely populated it has been difficult 

• for us to oppose the rich and powerful interests that would like to 
extract dollars from any and every source. Yet a relatively 
small number of activists (but a large percentage of the 
population) has kept the petrochemicals industry at bay year 
after year. We need to protect these off-shore lands 
permanently. It is time to free these • ,00- ted people so they 
can spend their time, energy and money on other 

The deteriorating global climate is caused in part by the 
burning of fossil fuels resulting in an 'masa*" of atmospheric CO2. 
We are already witnessing extremes of heat and cold, wet and 
dry -with loss of crops; it will get worift. In California we have 
watched our dry forests burn. 

We need to conserve energy. In Workiwatch paper 184, 
"Rethinkkig the Role of the Automobile", Michel Renner says, 
The major barrier to high fuel economy is not technological but 
political: How can corporations and motorists be persuaded to 
produce and use less fuel-thirsty vehicles? Left to their own 
devices, both industry and consumers will enjoy the free ride 
afforded by low fuel prices and will neglect fuel economy. 
Governments need to adopt a strong framework -a set of 
new standards and taxes -to boost fuel efficiency.' And 
they need to Q- valuable coast lamis unavailable to oil 

• 



 

• 

development. 

Most of this country's hazardous waste is-=generated by the 
petrothemicals industry. Polluted air, water and soil is having 
serious effects upon the health of plants, animals and humans. I 
work daily with people like myself who have environmentai 
illness —who have been poisoned by products and materials made 
from petroleum. For an excellent assessment of the problem and 
this illness see the San Francisco. Chronicle's series by Elliot 
Diringer beginning October 17th. 

• 

Many environmentally ill people live here on the northern 
California coast where the air is still relatively pristine. Six or 
seven are living at this moment on a stretch of coast batten 
Trinidad and Big Lagoon —very few miles. Our health improves 
here. We are good neighbors: we eat organic food, encouraging 
non—chemical farming. We live modestly on the land, respecting 
its beauty and consuming few of its resources. Our numbers are 
growing; you or someone you love may soon become i i and need 
the clean air we have have managed to preserve here. 

Wherever the petrochemicals industry has established itself 
it has left behind it a trail of devastation: cancer as i Kern 
County and Louisiana; destruction of valuable coastal wet lands 
as in Louisiana; financial havoc and sometimes ruin as in 
Oklahoma, Texas and Mextco; loss of other, sustainable, less 
destructive industry —again Louisiana. 

This is an oportunistic and unscrupulous industry. For 
seven years Exxon tankers dumped salt water into the Hudson 
river and took on fresh water which it took for use in its 
refineries in the West Indies And sold to thirsty islanders 
—without permission from those who had the rights to the water 
—and without paying for it. 

Humboldt and Mendocino Counties do not have budgets that 
p.-nit the lawsuits that inevitably occur when cities NW 

ties (and states) must sue (or are sued by) of aingsals* 

• 
2 



establish jurisdiction over their own lands or to set standards for 
air and water quality —as happened recently in Santa Barbara. 

The supposed need for more-  oil, for "oil independence" with 
more and more consumption of our own resources, is a lie. 
Now, while oil is relatively plentiful and cheap, is the time to 
learn to conserve what we have, use it more efficiently, develop 
other sources of energy and give industry the opportunity to 
devise energy efficient methods of production. If oil is in ever 
shorter and shorter supply as we are told, all the more reason to 
use less of it —to make it last. 

Clean air and clean water is, on the other hand, already in 
extremely short supply and vanishing. This is the real problem 

--and its solution lies in the mining, refining and consumption of 
less and less oil. 

Barbara B. Logan 
P- 0. Box Z34 
TiMidad, CA. 95570 

V 



Respectfullisubmitted, 
•"'") - 

Soline14( 
Resources Director 

CWHS:ddf 

CC: Hon. Leo NOCarthy, Neaber 
Hon. Jesse HOff, Member 

California Chamber of Commerce 

October 21, 1988 

The Honorable Obey Davis 
0 
	 tier and Chaitaan 

State Lands Commission -
1807 - 13th Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

The California Chamber of Commerce requests that the Commission not establish a 
an oil and gas leasing sanctuary in state tidelands off the coast of Humboldt 
and Mendocino Counties. The Chamber and numerous other organizations and 
individuals have participated in hearings throughout the state on the 
Commission's comprehensive study of offshore development activities and 
environmental issues. 

It would be precipitous of the Commission to short circuit that extensive 
public involvement by declaring a sanctuary for hundreds of miles of the coast 
before the comprehensive report is even written. 

The Chamber additionally questions the cited statutory references as authority 
for the proposed sanctuary order. These and other sections of the public 
resources code do not authorize blanket land withdrawals from lease sales 
without specific statutory enactment. 

The State Lands Commission has a fiduciary duty to manage state tidelands in a 
prudent manner which includes environmentally sound utilization of the natural 
resources. Complete withdrawals of large sectors of land from any leasthg 
activity is not prudent particularly whenconsidering the revenue which will be 
foregone for our public school and college systems. 

102710th Street, 4th Floor • P.O. Box 1736 is Sacramento, CA 98815-1736 • (016)444-5670 
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46301 Gypsy Flat Road 
Gualala, Calif. 95445. 

October 21, 1988 

cc: Repr. Douglas Bosco 
Repr. Beeaara Boxer 
Richard Charter 
State Senator Barry Keene 
Assemblyman Dan Hauser 

Gray Davis, Chairman 
The California State Lands Commission 
Lt. Governor Leo McCarthy 
1807 Thirteenth Street 
Sacramento, Calif. 95814 

Re: Public Hearing on Proposal to create an 
Ocean Sanctuary zone on the Mendocino and 
Humboldt coasts. 
Wednesday, October 26, 1988 
Crown Hall, 1901 Ukiah St. 
Mendocino, Calif. 95460 

Dear State Controller Davis and 
Lt. Governor McCarthy: 

We wish to be on record as favoring the 
creation of an Ocean Sanctuary Zone in state 
waters off the Mendocino and Humboldt coasts to 
prohibit oil and gas drilling, mining and the dump-
ing of toxic and nuclear wastes. 

Where we have lived as permanent residents 
since 1962 is about 8 to 10 miles south of a pro-
posed conglomeration of oil drilling platforms if 
Lease Sale 91 is approved under a new administra-
tion in Washington. This is also one of the areas 
where Mendocino's pine, fir and redwood forests 
grow almost to the shoreline. 

One of our concerns is with the possibly 
damaging effect on onshore vegetation of emissions 
from offshore oil drilling and onshore refining. 
For almost .a century and a half the Humboldt and 
Mendocino coastal areas have been among Californ-
ia's prime timber producers. The Northern Cali-
fornia coast (and a bit of Oregon) is the only 
remaining natural habitat of the coastal redwood, 
Sequoia sempervirens.  Its range extends only about 
30 miles inland. The preservation of these trees 
in health  is far more important than a few days or 
a few weeks a. oil. They are among the oldest life 
forms om,Eatth. 

Thank you. 
Fionna Perkins 

zeg.4411;wige444-f>Richard H. Perkins 

1 
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Very truly yours, 

• 

• 

bid Chevron U.S.A. Inc. 
OS Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon, California 
Mal Mama°. Bon 5050. San Ramon. CA 94583-0905 

Richerd J. HUMS 
Gums! Minor 
lantiMisnatim: Wimps WM 

October 24, 1988 

Mr. Gray Davis 
Chairman ‘- 
State Lands Commisston 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Chevron wishes to express its serious concerns regarding the State Lands 
Commission's proposal to establish an oil and aas leasing "sanctuary" in State-
owned tide and submerged lands in Mendocino and Humboldt Counties. At issue in 
this proposal is not whether the State Lands Commission should or should not lease 
such lands for nothing is currently compelling the leasing of those lands. The 
important issue is the process by v: *ch the Commission should make such 
important decisions. 

For the past several months, and with major expenditures of resources on 
workshops, public meetings, and other activities, the Commission has been pursuing 
development of its California Comprehensive Offshore Resources Study (CCORS). 
According to numerous statements by the Commission and staff, CCORS is 
necessary because the Commission needs more and better information to make 
decisions whether specific oil and gas projects are in the best interest of the State. 
However, despite the Commission's emphasis on CCORS as a critically important 
part of the Commission's planning and decision-making process regarding oil and 
gas activities, the Commission has apparently decided that CCORS is both 
unnecessary and irrelevant as the Commission rushes to what can only be viewed as 
a politically-driven decision to establish a leasing "sanctuary". The Commission 
appears willing to entertain such decision without benefit of the environmental, 
socio-economic, or energy-related data and information CCORS is intended to 
provide. 

For those of us who ore participating constructively in the CCORS process, it is 
extremely frustrating to see proposals such as this "sanctuary" which indicate that 
the Commission is ready to prejudge the results of the CCORS. Even more 
alarming is the indication that CCORS eventual results will be ignored whenever 
politics might dictate a different result. 

We urge the Commission not to approve the sanctuary proposal, but to support and 
pursue the more rational public policy planning process it has itself initiated in 
CCORS. 

S. 

ItEA:pc 

cc: Ms. Claire Dedrick 



• 

• MONTEREY COUNTY 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
■4(3141Ver COUVI4OWE 	AGUAATO ROAD. MOR4r194fiY. C44.4:-.11MA 1040 

VAS S RAW 
illUIDOMSON Willa 4 

00144MJCWIN 
morroTiorluon 

t4 esr-r44 

• 

• 

October 24, 1980 

California State Lands Commission 
1607 13th Street 
SacramenNo, Ci 95814 

Subjects MatIblishment of o No Oil Drilling Sanctuary in 
State Waters off Mendocino and portions of 
Humboldt Counties. 

TO: 	!Umbers of State Lard Commission 

I Am writing to express my strong support that your tarty 
should ostablieh a Oil and Gas Leasing Sanctuary Zeno in 
State watern within Mendocino and Humboldt Counties. The 
Sanctuary Slone would cover those areas not presently 
proMbited under the Public nosources Code. 

By your action in establishing such a sanctuary, you would 
Preserve and protect that portion of e't.  beautiful 
California coastline from the danger o future destruction 
my oil and gas developments. 

io apparent ttte over 75% of the citizens of .ealifornit 
support such a ieJAre -on your nart Please talcs i40104mte 
stops to implement thv at once. 

Sincerely, 

sam P. ltaras 



.4- 	

CALIFORNIA 
■70ASTAL, 
OPERATORS 
GROUP 

October 24, 1988 

Mt. Gray Davis, Chairman 
State Lands Commission 
1807 13 Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Dear Chairman Davis, 

41 	 Since the inception of the California Comprehensive 
Offshore Resoarces Study last year, the California Coastal 
Operators Group and our Associates organization have 
participated in good faith at the two workshops (in April) 
and .many of the hearings thamughout the state. 

41 	We have also worked constructively with local groups in the 
Santa Barbara area providing input for their response to you 
as to the approach the study should take. 

From the beginning, the Commission stated that the t -rose of 
the study was to gather informatio. on oil development in 

41 

	

	state tidelands so that you could make informed decisions on 
future leasing and projects in state waters. 

It is very disappointing to see that you are ignoring your 
own stated purpose for the study by proposing to establish an 
offshore oil and gas leasing sanctuary covering state lands 

40 	adjacent to Mendocino and Humboldt Counties. 

The prop'sed action is counterproductive and merely 
reinforces the view by many that the study was nothing more 
than a political tool. 

41 	if this is not the case, we rrge you to defer Any actions on 
this issue in Mendocino on Wednesday until the CCORS work is 
complete, and meaningful data is available to make an 
Informative Commission decision. Should you proceed with the 
sanctuary, it will arbitrarily preclude development of 
potential oil and gas reserves that are so vital to 

40 	California and the nation. As Controller, I'm sure you are 
aware of the significant tax and royalty revenues that accrue 
to the state from oil and gas production. 

Sincerely yours, 

Terry Covilgton 

121 Gray Avenue • Suite 3 • Santa Barbara, California 93101 • (805) 966-7113 

I 

I 



cc: Mr. Leo McCarthy, Lieutenant Governor 
Mr. Jesse Huff, Director of FinaWe 
Ms. Claire Dedrick, Executive Officer 
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October 17, 19% 

The California State 
Sanctuary Meeting 
1907 13ta Street 
Sacra.mento, CA 95814 

Zentlemken, 

Commission 

On berilaf of myself as editor and publisher of Pacific Coast News and the 2,000 
readers, supporters and advertisers of this community newspaper from Stewarts 
point north to Manchester: 

OUR VOTE IS YES FOR OCEAN SANCTUARY NOW - WE WANT TO PROHIBIT 
OTL AND GAS DRILLING OFF OUR COAST 

Residents and businem on this coastliir% are nearly 100% dependent on tourism for 
our income and livelinnod. Preserving :he natural beauty and peacefulness of our 
area ensures our future, Oil and gas drilling threatens to pollute our coastline 
visually and env--ortmentallv. Our marine life already suffers from pollUtion and ID 	we don't want any more. 
We 	a iastically support the State Lands Commission proposal to create an ocean 

within State waters along the coastline offshore of Mendocino and Humboldt 
Openties. ii 

..7.0 	W 

• 
closure 

P.S. Please give us more advance notice of your meetings in our area. 

• s • 
; 

Publisher & Editor 	 P.O. Box 1311 
• Sybil Spencer 	 (707) 884-1115 	 Gualala, CA 95445 
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PUBLIC SEWER SYSTEM FAVORED 

Anticipated opposition fireworks against 
the old mill site on Guelala Ridge for the 
proposed public sewer system fizzled due to a 
shower of praise for the project at 
Thursday'a (9/22) public hearing. 

41111 	More than 50 people attended the 7 p.m. 
meeting in Sundstroa Mall. 

Maria Lafer of the State Water aeality 
Board advised that Clean Water Grant funding 
is still pending for the $5.66 million 
project now slated for one of two sites being 

lb considered. 
Both industrial zoned sites, owned by 

Gualala Redwoods Company, have been offered 
to the CSD as a long-term renewable "gift 
lease" for $1.00 a month or S12.00 a year. In 
Sept- 7, 1988 letters to the CSD, Arnold F. 

41 Mallen, Director of Gualala Redwoods Company, 
offered 40 acres in Mendocino County or 70 
acres in Sonaaa County for the project. 

Lafer, alone with aen Devlin and Rob 
Roscoe of Oscar Larson & Associates provided 
updates and fielded questions about the 
project. 

Those who testified before the CSD board 
unanimously favared a public sewer system 
including Richard and Marina Welches,owners 

please see Page 

rfal4 THE GRAPEVINE 

Rumor has it that State Assemblyman Dan 
Hauser plans to visit Gualala in late 
October. 

The Village Cobblery mas robbed on Sept. 
19 or 20. Owner, Ranieri said the 
burglar apparently used a crowbar on the back 
door, took numerous women's items and the 
cash register. The loss was estimated at 
about $1,000. 

Several business owners are discussing the 
potential need of a part-time Deputy Sheriff 
for Gualala. 

Point Arena is said to have had the 
highest growth rate of any city last year but 

please see Page A 

Point Arena City Council  
MOVERS & SHAKERS TAKE ACTION 

Point Arena's cable TV, the season's 
urchin catch, regulating charter boat 
operations, a new harbor breakwater, repairs 
to the city wastewater treatment plant and 
developing a business revolving loan fund 
topped the agenda at Point Arena's City 
Council meeting on Tuesday evening, Sept. 27. 

mayor Mary Ann Cardwell called the meeting 
to order promptly at 7  p.m. at the Veterans' 
Memorial Building on School Street-
COuncilmembers Richard Tanis, Lee Devets and 
Anne Newkirk Niven presided along with Mayor 
Cardwell. Councilman Frank Hughes was absent. 
Minutes were taken by City Clerk Tracy 
DuPont. 

Ron Wallace provided the cable TV update 
saying Coast Cable Television would start 
building this week. "Hopefully," Wallace 
said, "the whole town should be wired by Nov. 
1." 

Harbormaster Bill Pettigrew reported a 5i 
million pound urchin catch for this season. 
Last year, Point Arena's catch was ranked 
third in the state with 4.4 millicn pounds. 
(See article P. ). 

Rules and regulations of charter boat 
operations are being formulated by the City 
Council to establish consistent fees. A $2 
per person or 5% of the gross is currently 
being considered. 

Plans to construct a new harbor breakwater 
at Arena Cove received a letter of support 

please see Page 2 . 
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ARCATA, CALFORNLA 95521 
October 18, 1988 

The California State Lands Commission 
4, 	 1897 13th Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Members of the Commission: 

This letter is submitted in support of the proposal to 
establish an oil and gas leasing Sanctuary Zone in State waters 

40 	 within Mendocino and Humboldt Counties. We welcome the Com- 
mission's initiative in this matter and urge you to take positive 
steps to protect these critically-important nearshore areas. 

Residents of the nolthcoast are deeply concerned about 
Lease Sale 91. Thus, there is strong support for Representatives 
Boxer and Levine's HR 920 to create a federal Sanctuary off our 
coast. Sanctuaries in both State and Federal waters will provide 
the protection this special coastline deserves and must ha,,e. 

Thank you for consideration of our views. 

Sincerely yours, 

ateflta-tietZ 
Susie Van Kirk, 
Chair 

• 

• 
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fltKinleyville, Ca 85521 

1500 Dena Dr., 

October 18, 1333 

California State Lands Commission 

Sanctuary Meeti-g 

1807 13 th. St., 

Sacramento, Ca 35914 

Gentlemen: 

We ore very mud~ in for 	establishing an oi! sAd as leasing 

sanctuary =one in state eaters Jittin Nendoci7:o and Humboldt 

counties. 	We believe the p.-obaole damage to the environment and 

to the local 4, hinq indust-y _substantially eutLelahs 	the 

Pdssibility of dis:overy of a major fuel soJrct within these 

waters. And, at come -uture time, should our need for oil And 

..gas become critical, se can then, perhaps with improved 

techniques, revisu this decision. 

• 

I 
Sincerely, 

 

• 

 

Robert Whitmore 

1 



CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
390 FCREST AVENUE 

PACIFIC GROVE, C.ALIFORN IA 93959 
TELEPHONE (10 373-157,6 

October 18, 1988 

The California State Lands Commission/ 
Sanctuary Meeting 

1807 - 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Chairman Davis and Commissioners: 

I am writing to urge you to establish the oil and 
gas leasing sanctuary zone within Mendocino and Humboldt 
counties, as proposed for consideration at your special 
meeting on October 26, 1988, in Mendocino. 

Those of us who live in Pacific Grove are indeed 
fortunate to have a bit of the California coastline so 
near our homes. But we are also mindful of our responsi-
bility to work with the State to maintain and preserve 
this great national asset for the benefit of all Californi-
ans. 

We are pleased to join with other coastal communities 
in accepting this responsibility, and we are grateful for 
the assistance and leadership of the Commission which is 
so vital to this effort. 

Establishment of the proposed sanctuary zone will be 
another tangible demonstration of the dedication of the 
Commission to the protection of the California coastal regions. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert H. Nunn 
City Council 

cc: City Manager 
Mayor Morris Fisher 



City and County of San Francisco 	 450 McAllister Street 
Department of City Planning 	 San Francisco, CA 94102 

AMWMMMATION 
0194aSS-6414 

CITYPLANNINGCOMNSSIORt 
IPM5S8-54114 

PLANSANDPROGRAMS 
0M5)558-6254 

NMPtENENTADON/ZONING 
0115) 55b-€177 

October 19, 1988 - 

Mr. Gray Davis, Chairman 
California State Lands Commission 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Sanctuary Meeting 
October 26, 1988 

Dear Mr. Davis: 

On behalf of the City and County of San Francisco, a member of the Central 
Coast OCS Regional Studies Program, I am submitting this letter of support for 
the proposed "sanctuary zones" covering State tide and submerged lands in 
Mendocino and Humboldt Counties. 

The risks to the State from offshore oil and gas development are well-known: 
oil spills, dumping of drillin; wastes, air pollutant emissions, threats to 
marine life and commercial fishing and tourism industries, to name a few. 
Given the questior-hie need for the production of more oil and gas resources, 
we believe that there is an unjustifiable burden of risk which the State would 
have 1.o bear in the event of oil and gas development off of our coast. 

As indicated in the background material which accompanied the meeting notice, 
the State tide and submerged land areas off of the central California county 
coasts are already designated as "sanctuary zones". Nevertheless, the 
potential harmful effects of oil and gas exploration and development do not 
respect county lines. We therefore believe that it is tmportant that the 
lands off of Mendocina and Humboldt Counties be afforded the same protection. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on your proposal. 

Sincerely, 

-t 
Barbara W. Sahm 
Environmental Review Officer 

cc - W. Chabot 
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EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 	• GROUP INSURANCE 

October 24, 1988 

California State Lands Commission 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Sanctuary Meeting 

Sirs: 

Mark H. Downing 

RECEIVED 

OCT 2 6 19 

trATE Wed CatilSSION 

• 

In my work as a group insurance specialist, I meet with many 
employers and their employees. I frequently engage these people 
in discussions beyond the specific insurance matter, a personal 
contact I enjoy and learn from. 

The oil drilling issue off the coast of California is an issue 
that every person I have met and talked to about 'the coast' has 
an opinion on. The matter of the coast is an emotional one and 
most of the people I've discussed it with feel quite strongly 
opposed to offshore drilling. 

As Californians, we are proud of the abundance and variety of 
natural resource in our State. We simply are not convinced that 
the modest oil reserves off the California coast are of strategic 
importance to the United States; we suspect that these reserves 
maybe important to those who will profit if drilling were allowed. 

You have heard every eloquent plea to save our rare and wonderful 
coast for future generations; please take heed. Drilling of the 
California coast will have a negative impact on that important 
natiotal asset. Let us take a stand for the preservation of:-our 
environment. Make us proud of our state government and makeTphe 
Mendooino-Humboldt coasts a sanctuary. 

Thank you for polar consideration. 

Respectfully, 

-.)/kLaar-ga) 
Mark 7. Downing 

141 STONY CIRCLE, SUITE 220 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 95401 • (707) 575-5240 
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• Sanctuary Meeting 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

October 23, 1988 

The California State Lands Commission 

As a California coastal resident, I am very much concerned with 
• oil and gas leasing and development on coastal waters. The planet's 

oceans are experiencing the unprecedented  onslaught of pollution 
contamination to dangerous levels heretofore never experienced. To 
even consider inviting not only potential oil spills, but disrupting 
delicate underwater ecosystems in unconscionable. 

It is time for our energy-consuming nation tv. consider alterna-
tives to ruining the environment for resources before the environment 
and the planet becomes a ledgend in the memory of the universe. 

I urge the State Lands Commission to recommend establishing an 
oil and gas leasing sanctuary zone, prohibiting oil and gas leasing or 
development, eovering State-owned tide and submereged lands within 
Mendocino and Humbolt Counties. 

Sincerely, 

ktk) 
Bonnie Parker 
201 Glenwood Circle &BA 
Monterey, CA 93940 

cc: Supervisor Karin Strasser Kauffman 
Montrfy County 

Assemblyman Sam Farr 

Copy io ardedto: 
"3-24.7—ti, 
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October 24, 1988 

P.O. 4,0X 976 
dillits, CA 95490 

Gray Davis, Chairman 
California State Lands Commission 
Sanctuary keeting 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95g14 

Daar f.r. Davis: 

!e urge you to establish the ocean sanctuary for ttd California ccast 
from Santa Cruz to the Oregon border. The coast of northern California 
is unique, and we must preserve its pristine nature for future gener-
ations, Indeed, lets preserve it for our own enjoyment as well: 

The amount of oil known to be there is not worth the price of endangering 
our wildlife, our ocean, and our beaches. .fold action in support of this 
proposal is needed now to ensure protection of this scenic wonuerland, 
which is also an important fishing resource. 

Lets give a strong statement on environmentalism, so that those who 
cogte after us will not have to attempt to clean up the results of our 
lack of vision. 

Sincerely, 
lap_A:4, 

e.%Lce 
Patricia de Belloy Williams, h.L.S. 
Earl L. Williams, L-C.S.:;. 

• 



Unocal Oil & Gas Division 
Unocal Corporation 
2323 Knit Drive, P.O. Box 6176 
Ventura, -California 93006 
Telephone (803) 656-7600 

UNOCAL* 

J. S. Aftsbory 
Land Manager 
California District October 25, 1988 

The California State Lands Commission 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, California 	95814 

RE: OFFSHORE CALIFORNIA 
Mendocino and Humboldt Co)  CA 
State Lands Commission 
Meeting October 26, 1988 
Establishment of Sanctuary 

• Gentlemen: 

Union Oil Company of California is extremely concerned with the 
Commission's proposal to establish a sanctuary zone which 
prohibits oil and gas leasing or development or state-owned tide 
and submerged lands within Mendocino and Humbo :t Counties. 

It is Union's understanding that the Commission directed its 
staff to conduct the California Comprehensive Offshore Resources 
Study (CCORS) to provide the necessary information to make 
rational decisions on such topics related to coastal resources. 
Now, however, it appears that the Commission will be 
circumventing its very own planning tool by arbitrarily 
establishing the proposed Sanctuary before CCORS can provide the 
data which would facilitate an informed decision on whether or 
not offshore oil and gas leasing and development should take 
place off the coast of Mendocino and Humboldt Counties. 

Union, strongly urges the State Lands Commission to postpone the 
decison on establishment of the proposed Sanctuary until such 
time s,s CCORS can provide a full range of information bearing on 
such a decision. 

'Copy formaluel 

7 by 

• 



California State Lands Commission 
Page 2 
October 25, 1988 

As always, Union thanks you for the opportunity to present its 
comments. 

Yours very truly, 

UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA . 

4.(;) 

J. S. Attebery 
California District Land Ma.ager 

RJS/JSA: ddr 

36751: 
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1016 F Street, Surte 1 
Arcata, CA 95521 

Date: October 25, 1988 

California State Lands Commission 
Sanctuary Meeting, 
1807 Pith Street 
Sacramento, Ca. 95814 

Subject' Humboldt/Mendocino 
Coastal Sanctuary 

gentlenersons: 

I support a Prohibition of oil and as drilling off the coast 
of Humboldt and 1.enocino Counties, including seismic testing 
or any other evalation of sub-surface deposits of minerals. 

Firs+, +here is an nil glut in the world. Second, oil engines 
are causing +he greenhouse effect with excesses of carbons in the 
atmosphere. mhird, there are eilar technologies, new battery systems 
and related hardware to completely replace automobiles with 
solar cars--we really don't need more oil. We need freedom from 
the oil monopolies. 

As a chairman of the second aouactlture conference in Alaska_ 
published by the Univ. of Alaska, as an author of "Salmon 
Ranching of the North Pacific", a short booklet Published by 
College of the Redwoods in 1983, may I claim to know considerable 
of the scientific knowledge of the Norte Coast. 

mhe ocean is unexplored as yet, scientifically. Interdependencies 
of organisms on the food chain is as yet a mystery. Much more 
is known of the land ecology. In time, maybe more exploration and 
research can evaluate the effects of environmental degradation 
of oil drilling and as well drilling in the ocean. 

As a young man, working as a rodman running oil well elevations 
in Texas, I stood on the derrick floor when a as well began blowing 
out, and I know of eye-witness knowledge, the Potential degradation 
of as wells to the surrounding environment. I just can't imagine 
the increased effects of gas well blow-outs on the ocean floor, and 

• what that might do to the inderdependencies of affected biotic 
life--that's just a risk not worth taking. 

I object, trenously, for many reasons. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF GEOPHYSICAL CONTRACTORS 
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October 26, 1988 

Gray Davis, Chain= 
State Lands Commission 
1807 13th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Chairman Davis: 

The timing of the October 13th notice announcing your October 26, 1988 Mendocino Sanctuary 
Meeting was very unit,:;.un ate. The announcement provided far to little notice for a major 
policy discussion of this kind. The Commission is mid-way in the CCORS program which has 
been 

 
tiled as a prerequisite to this type of decision. Lastly, with no plans or requests before the 

Commission to develop this area, it appears to be an inappropriate step to take. 

Consideration of this action is a major policy step concerning the tidelands of the People of 
California. As Chairman of the Lands Commission, you have been placed in a position of trust 
for the public. Making a decision on less than two weeks notice without a substantial review of 
the facts is a wajor concern. 

Second, you and commissioner McCarthy have been puslii--.3 for more than a year to conduct the 
CCORS program as a first step in major iidelands management policy decisions. The ARCO 
project underwent years of consideration and finally the CCORS project was launched because 
of a perceived lack of information. Now this proposal is made that would lock up miles of the 
California coast after just one meeting. Studies should be made of the potentially significant 
future impacts. This type of approach, being used to adopt a sanctuary, undermines the 
credibility of the CCORS effort 

Any consideratior , a sanctuary should await completion of CCORS and adequate study to 
evaluate the long teal impacts of such a decision. 

Sincerely, 

);;ievve_ 4;x/1-Vag 

Gary Bartlett, Chain' irn 
IAGC„ West Coast Operations Committee-Marine 

P. 0. Box 460209 
	

• 	Houston. Texas 77056-0209 	• 	TEL: 713-871-6444 	• 	FAX., 713-87i-6447 
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